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The  s to ry  o f  r e l a t i ons l r i p  be tween  B lacks  and  Po les  i n  Amer i ca  i s  a

ma jo r  pa r t  o f  t he  gene ra l  h i s to ry  o f  t he  re la t i onsh ip  becween  Immig ran ts

and  B lacks .  I t  i s  an  unusua l l y  comp lex  h i s to ry  and  un fo r tuna te l y  one  tha t

has  been  ve ry  l i t t l e  s tud ied .  Mos t  s t . uden ts  o f  e thn i c  g roups  have  concen -

t ra ted  on  the  re la t i ons  be tween  the  dominan t  soc ie t y  and  i nd i v i dua l  g roups

o f  immig ran ts .  Ye t ,  r a re l y  we re  those  re la t i ons  ca r r i ed  on  b i l a te ra l l y  i n

i so la t j - on ;  t hey  we re  o f t en  a f f ec ted  by  t he  re la t i ons  be tween  Ehe  dominan t ,

g roup  and  o the r  e thn i c  g roups  and  the  i nEe rac t i on  be tween  e thn i c  g roups

themse lves .  The  po l i t i " r l ,  cu l t u ra l ,  and  economic  cho i ces  o f  t he  dominan t

Amer i can  soc ie t y ,  w i t t i ng l y  o r  unw i t t i ng l y ,  d rama t i ca l l y  i n f l uenced  and  a t

t imes  even  es fab l i shed  the  te rms  o f  t he  i n te rac t i on  be tween  m ino r i t y  e thn i c

g roups .  The  h i s to ry  o f  t he  re la t i onsh ip  be tween  Po l i sh  immig ranEs  and  the i r

ch i l d ren  and  B lack  Amer i cans  i n  t he  No r the rn  c i t i es  o f  t he  Un iEed  S ta tes  i s

a  p r i m e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p o i n t s .

The  f i r s t  con tacEs  be tween  Po les  and  B lacks  i n  Amer i ca  we re  be tween  the

hand fu l  o f  Po l i sh  po l i r i ca l  em ig res  and  B lack  S laves .  A  number  o f  t hose  con -

tac t s  we re  marked  by  acEs  o f  mamumiss ioh  o f  some  s laves  and /o r  t he  deve lopmen t

o f  a  s t rong  and  pub l i c  sEand  aga ins t  s l ave ry  and  rac i sm by  i nd i v i c i ua l  Po ies .  The

mos t  no t ,ewor thy  ac t i ons  we re  those  o f  Gene ra l  Thaddeus  Kosc iuszko .  I ' l h i 1e  se rv ing

as  a  vo lun tee r  l ^ t i t h  t he  Amer i can  fo rces  du r i ng  the  l Ja r  f o r  I ndependence ,  Kos -

c iuszko  became w ide l y  known  fo r  h i s  so l i c i t ude  and  k indness  to  neg ro  s l aves  and

h i s  ou t . spoken  oppos i t i on  t o  s l ave ry .  He  f reed  f rom s lave ry  h i s  se rvan t  and  com-

pan ion  du r i ng  the  wa r ,  t he , l oung  B lack  man  Ag r i ppa  Hu l I .  I n  a  w i l l  d i spos ing  o f

h i s  A m e r i c a n  p r o p e r t i e s  h e . i n s t r u c E e d  h i s  e x e c u t o r  T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n  ! o  s e l l  a l l

and  emp loy  t he  p roceeds  the reo f :

i n  p u r c h a s i n g  N e g r o e s . . . a n d  g i v i n g  t h e m  l i b e r t y

i n  m y  n a m e ,  i n  g i v i n g  t h e m  a n  e d u c a E i o n . . . a n d  i n

h a v i n g  t h e m ' i n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e i r  n e w  d u t i e s  o f

mora l i t y  wh i ch  may  make  them good  ne ighbo rs ,  good

fa the rs ,  mo t ' he rs ,  husbands ,  and  v r i ves  a r . rd  i n  t l r e i  r

duE ies  as  c i t i zens  teach ing  them to  be  de fende rs

q f  t h e i r  l i b e r t y  a n d  c o u n t  r v ,  ,  .  . 2
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L e g a l  d i f f i c u l r i e s  a n d  p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  i d e a  c a u s e d  t h e  w i l l

r ,o  be  t ied  up  in  l i t iga t ion  fo r  years  and f ina l l y ,  Lo  have the  inEent  o f

i t s  f  ramer  subver ted ,  The money,  un for t tmace ly ,  r ras  no t  used fo r  the  pur -

poses  Koscu iszko  in tended.

In  the  ear ly  n ine teenth  century  severa l  Po les  in  Amer ica  became

champions  o f  the  an t i -s1avery  cause.  Ernes t ine  Potowsk i -Rose who s ty led

herse l f  "a  daughter  o f  mar ty red  Po land ' r  be fore  her  Eng. l i sh  speak ing

aud iences ,  came to  the  U.S.  f rom Eng land w i th  a  reputa t ion  as  a  f igh ter

fo r  r igh ts  o f  women and v rorkers .  In  add i t ion  t .o  champion ing  those causes

h e r e ,  s h e  a l s o  b e c a m e  a  l e a d i n g  a b o l i t i o n i s E .  A n o t h e r  P o l i s h  w o m a n ,  D r .

I la r ia  Zakrzewska,  a lso  took  to  pen and pod ium to  denounce the  ev i l s  o f

s lavery .  A f te r  the  war  Dr .  Zakrezewska he lped to  p romote  educat ion  es-

p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  m e d i c a l . f i e l d  f o r  b l a c k  
" o * " . r . 3

Other  f igures  f rom th is  per iod  who deserve  ment ion  are  Adam Gurovrsk i

and Thaddeus Lewinsk i .  The fo rmer ,  a  b i t te r  opponent  o f  a l l  t y ranny  was

acEive  in  fhe  anEi -s lavery  cause pr io r  to  the  Amer ican C iv i l  h la r  and was

the  auchor  o f  S lavery  in  l l i s to ry r  d  sca th ing  a tEack  on  rac ism and on

s lavery .  Dur ing  the  C iv i l  War ,  Gurowsk i  p romoted the  idea o f  b lack  reg i - -

I IEn ts  an< l  o f fe red ,  in  sp i te  o f  c r ipp l ing  in f i rm i t ies ,  to  jo in  and lead

such a  reg iment .  Lewinsk i  was  a  lead ing  abo l i t ion is t  who,  a long w i th  Cas-

s ius  11 .  C lay ,  ed iEed the  an t i -s lavery  newspapers  The True An ier ican

and  The  Examine r  i n  Oh io  and  Ken tuckv  i n  t he  l 840 rs .q

Oppos i t i -on  to  s lavery  and a  sympathet ic .  reac t ion  to  the  p l igh t  o f

B lack  Amer icans  ruas  charac ter i -s t i c  o f  most  p re-C iv i l  k la r  Po l i sh  immigrants .

Refugees f rom fa i led  pevo luE ions  aga insE despot ism and in  Ehe main  be l ievers

in  democracy  they  were  shocked by  the  in jus t i ce  o f  s lavery .  One h is to r ian

of  the  per iod  no tes  tha t  the  Po les  " In  le t te rs  to  f r iends  and assoc ia tes

in  Europe, . . . f requent ly  condemned s lavery  as  the  one Amer ican ins t i tuE ion

w h i c h  t h e y  f o u n d  t o t a l l y  a b h o r r e n E . " 5

The  Po l i sh  a tE i t udes  toward  s lave rv  and  b lacks  and  Ehe  re la t i ve l y
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la rge  nunrber  o f  C iv i l  War  Vo lun teers  in  the  Un ion  arny ,  inc lud ing  many

who served in  B lack  Reg imenEs,  speak  we l l  fo r  the  humane,  generous  and

enl ightened tradi t ions of the srnal l  Pol ish cgmmunity in America which

developed pr ior to the great peasant i ramigrat ion of the last third of t l ie

century .  However ,  the  h is to ry  o f  th is  ear ly  per iod  remained unknown to

the  laEer  migrancs  and consequent ly  had no  impact  (un t i l  recent ly )  on

the  h is to ry  o f  the  re la t ions  be tween Po l ish  and B lack  immigrants  to

Amer ican Indus t r ia l  Centers .  Large  sca le  contac ts  be tween the  Po les  and

B l a c l : s  d i d  n o t  b e g i n . u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  L h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  t h e i r

r e l a t i o n s  d o  n o t  b e c o m e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  o f  A m e r i c a n  h i s o E r y  u n t i l

the  twenf ie th  centurv .

Fro rn  Ehe  beg inn ing  the  i n te rac t i on  be tween  the  Po les  and  B lacks  was

marked ,  a l t hough  no t  9o le l y  cha rac te r i zed  by ,  con f l i c t  and  compe t i t i on .

I t  i s ,  o f  cou rse ,  ha rd l y  su rp r i s i ng  t ha t  two  g roups  o f  poo r l y  educa t .ed

ru ra l  m ig ran ts  w i t h  w ide l y  va ry ing  cu l t , u ra l  backg rounds ,  re l i g i ons ,  and

languages  shou ld  rega rd  each  o the r  w i t h  susp i c i on  and  even  hos t i l i r y .  The

cu l t u ra l  shock  o f  t he  encoLn te r  ce r ta in l y  p layed  a  ro le  i n  Ehe  d i f f e r cnces

and  m isunde rs tand ings  beEween  Po les  and  B lacks ,  bu t ,  i n  i t se l f  r vas  noE .  t he

m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  . l i f f i c u l t y .  T h e  p r i m a r y - s o u r c e  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  a s

w i l l  be  shown ,  was  tha t  t hese  two  g roups ,  a t .  t he  Uo raon ,  o f  A re r i can  soc ieEy

and  w ide l y  desp i sed ,  we re  t h rown  i n to  f i e r ce  compeE iL ion  fo r  j obs ,  hous ing ,

s ta tus  and  po l i t i ca l  p ' ower .  The  r i va l r y  ove r  j obs  began  i n  t he  lB80 ' s  and

1890 t  s  and  con t i nued  i n to  t , he  twen t i e th  cen t .Ory .  The  con f  l i c t  ove r  hous ing

and  ne ighbo rhoods  d id ' no t  beg in  t o  deve lop  un t i l  t he  l a te  Ev /enE ies  and  d id

no t  assume impor tance .unE i l  t he  f o r t . i es .  The  po l i t i ca l  compe t i t i on  h /as  no t

a  se r i ous  p rob lem un t i l  a f t e r  l . I o r l d  War  I I .  The  comb ina t i on  o f  decades -o ld

economic gr ievances,  and the pressure caused by the enormous growth of  the

B lack  popu la t i on  i n  n f r t he rn  c i t i es  emb i t t e red  the  po l i t i ca l  compeE i t i on  be -

Eween the two groups i ln  the post  l ' t ror ld  War I I  per iod.
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C a r o l i n e  G o l a b ,  i n  h e r  r e c e n t  s t u d y  l m m i g , r a n t  D e s t i n a t i o n s ,  h a s  p o i l t e d

ou t  t ha t  because  B lacks  and  Inun ig ran ts  p rov ided  poo l s  o f  unsk i l l ed  1abo r ,

t ' t he re  
was  an  i nve rse . re la t i onsh ip  be tween  the  fo re ign -bo rn  and  che  B lack

p o p u l a E i o n s  o f  A m e r i c a t s  c i t i e s . "  B e c a u s e  t h e y  s o u g h t  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e

jobs '  imur igrants and Blacks or ig inal ly  each avoided areas and regions where the

o the r  was  dominan t  i n  t he  n ine teen th  cen tu ry . '  Immig ran t . s  had  d i f f i cu l t y  b reak -

i ng  i n to  t he  j ob  rna rkeE  where  B lack  l abo r  was  en t renched ,  as  i n  t he  sou th  and

B lacks  expe r i enced  the  same d i f f i cu l t . i es  i n  a reas  where  immig ran t . s  p rov ided

m o s t  o f  t h e  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r . 6

Job  compe t i t i on 'be tween  e thn i c  g roups  fo r  men ia l  wo rk  was  an  o ld  phe -

nomenon  i n  Amer i can  H isLDry .  By  the  t ime  the  Po l i sh  economic  m ig ra t i on  be -

gan  the  paE ,Ee rns  o f  Eha t  compe t i t i on  had  l ong  been  se t  and  deep l y  po i soned  by

rac ia l  an imos i i ybo rn  ouE .o f  t he  pe rn i c i ous  l egacy  o f  s l ave ry .  I n  t he  Sou th ,

s l ave  owners  had  emp loyed  the i r  s l aves  i n  wha teve r  manner  t hey  found  p ro f i t ab le .

Th i s  l ed  t o  compeL iE ion  no t  on l y  be tween  B lacks  and  wh : i t e  c ra f t smen  bu t  i n  t he

w o r d s  o f  S p e r o  a n d  H a r r i s ,  I ' e x t e n d e d  ( i t )  t o  n e a r l y  e v e r y  b r a n c h  o f  m a n u a l  1 a b o r . "

As  b lack  l abo r  was  cheape r ,  t he  sys tem o f  us ing  bo th  s l ave  and  f ree  l abo r  t o -

ge the r  se rved  to  keep  wh i te  l abo r  cheap  and  cowed .  Because  i t .  se rved  to  keep

t h e  a n i m o s i t y  o f  w h i t e  w o r k e r s  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e i r  b l a c k  c o m p e t i t o r s ,  i E  a l s o

p r o v i d e d  a n  e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o i . T  
'

I n  t h e  N o r l h ,  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  f r e e  l a b o r  t o  s l a v e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a s  f a r

back  as  t . he  ea r l y  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  was  c ruc ia l  Eo  che  e l im ina t i on  o f  s l ave ry

f rom the  Nor th .  By  E .he  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  t he  B lack  compe t i t i on  t o  wh i t e  l abo r

i n v o l v e d  o n l y  a  s m a l l ' n u m b e r  o f  s l a v e s  a n d  
I ' f r e e  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r . "  T h e  c o m p e t i -

t i on  i n  t h i s  case  was  more  poEen t i a l  t han  rea l  and  ve t  was  fea red  neve r the less .

Tha t  f ea r  and  the  deep  sea ted  rac ia l i sm o f  Amer i can  cu l t u re  on  the  one  hand

and  the  s t . r ong  no r the rn  an t i - s l ave ry  movemenE on  the  o the r  gave  Nor the rn  wo rke rs

an  amb iguous  v iew  o f  t he  B lack  and  h i s  p rob lems .  They  haced  s lave ry  and  opposed

i t s  e x t e n s i o n  a n d  e v e n . i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  s l a v e  o n  o c c a s i o n .  Y e t  t h e y  c o n -
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s i s t , en t l y  f avo red  l im iE ing  the  r i gh t s  o f  f r ee  B lacks  and  exc luded  the i r  po -

t e n t i a l  B l a c k  c o m p e t i t o r s  f r o m  t h e i r  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . B  S o m e t i m e s  w h e r e

t ,he  compe t i t i on  d id  ex i s t .  on  some sca le ,  i t  b roke  ou t  i n to  v i o l ence ,  as  f o r

e x a m p l e ,  i n  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  r i o t  o f  1 8 3 4 . 9

The  con tes t  t . ook  on  an  added  d imens ion  w i th  t he  i n f l ux  o f  l a rge  numbers  o f

unsk i l l ed  I r i sh  and  German  immig ran ts .  Desp ibed ,  some t imes  w i th  a  s taEus  l ower

than  f ree  B lacks ,  t l ' r ey .  f ough t  f o r  t he  same men ia l  j obs  t ha t  B lacks  sough t .  The

naE . i v i s t  ha t reds  and  con t .emp t  o f  Ehe  P ro tes tan t  uppe r  c l asses  and  the  fea r  o f

b lack  compe t iE ion  d rove  rhe  Ca tho l i c  i nun ig ran ts  i n to  a  Democra t i c  pa r t y  wh i ch

because  o f  i t s  sou the rn  s t reng th  had  s t rong  p ro -s lave ry  p roc l i v i t i es .  Fee l i ng

themse lves  aE  t imes  an  even  g rea te r  pa r i ah  c l ass  i n  t he  Amer i can  c i t y  l han  t . he

B lacks ,  Ehe  immig ran ts  o fLen  opposed  the  abo l i t i on  o f  s l ave ry  f o r  f ea r  t ha t

f r eed  s laves  wou ld  t ake  the i r  j obs .  A t  t he  same t ime ,  d r i ven  by  despe ra t i on

and  pove rEy ,  rhe  immig ran ts  sc ramb led  to  push  B lacks  ou t  o f  t he  j obs  t hey  a l -

ready  he ld  and  take  them ove r  t hemse lves .  As  ea r l y  as  1853  F rede r i ck  Doug lass

w r o t e :

Eve ry  hou r  sees  the  B lack  man  e lbowed  ou t  o f  emp loymenL

by  some new ly  a r r i ved  immig ran t  whose  hunge r  and  whose

c o l o r  a r e  t h o u g h t  t o  g i v e  h i m  a  b e t E e r  t i t l e  t o  t h e  p l a c e . . .  l 0

In  Ehe  nean t ime ,  on  t . he  eve  o f  t he  C i v i l  War ,  P roEes tan t  Amer i ca  reg rouped

in  t he  new Repub l i can  Pa r t y .  Th i s  pa r t y  
" * " t gud  

as  t hJ  vo i ce  o f  t he  wes te rn

Fa rmer  and  t . he  No r the rn  i ndus t r i a l i s t .  I t  f avo red  a  s t rong  fede ra l  un ion ,

cheap  and  even  f ree  l and ,  a  na t i ona l  t a r i f f  Eo  p ro tec t  Amer i can  i ndus t r y  and

the  abo l i t i on  o f  s l ave ry .  Unde r  j - t s  ausp i ces ,  t he  Amer i can  C iv i l  War  and  i t s

a f t e r rna th  became in  t he  wo rds  o f  Ba r r i ngEon  } I oo re  " t he  l asE  cap i t a l i s t  r evo lu -

t i on "  wh i ch  c rea ted  the  cond i t i ons  f o r  t he  eno rmous  g row th  o f  t he  Amer i can  i n -

dusL r i a l  sys tem in  t he  l a te  n ine teen th  and  ea r l y  twen t i e th  cen tu r i es .

The Civ i l  War a lso in tensi f ied the b i t ter  r iva l ry  between immigrants and

B lacks .  I n  t he  m ids f  o f  t he  wa r  an t . i - d ra f t - an t i - neg ro  r i o t s  b roke  ou t  i n  a

n u m b e r  o f  c i t i e s  o n  t h e  E a s t  c o a s t  a n d  a s  f a r  w e s t  a s  D e t r o i t  a n d  S t .  P a u 1 .
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The  cosE l i es t  was  the  i n famous  New York  r i o t  o f  Ju l v  1863  wh ich  ended  i n  a

massac re  o f  I r i sh  immig ran ts  by  t he  a rmy  and  cos t  ove r  a  t housand  l i ves .  The

lnrn igrants had v ier" red the threat  to  draf t  them as an at tempt by Republ ican

P r o t e s t a n t  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  t o  r i d  E h e  c i t y  o f  t h e  I r i s h  a n d  c r e a t e  j o b s  f o r  t h e i r

new ly  f r eed  B lack  p roEegees .  The  I r i sh  responded  by  b ru ta l l y  a t t ack ing  p ro -

pe r t y  and  the  pe rsons  and  homes  o f  B lack  res idenEs . l l

Th i s  t ang le  o f  i n te res t  and  h i s to ry  de f l ned  the  a rena  and  se t  t he  t e rms  o f

t he  j ob  compeE i t i on  be lween  Po les  and  B lacks  t ha t  began  th ree  decades  l a te r .

B lacks ,  t he  weakes t ,  mos t  vu lne rab le  and  among  the  l eas t  numerous  o f  t he  com-

pe t i t o r s  i n  t he  i ndus t r i a l  j ob  marke t .  began  Eo  be  used  ex tens i ve l y  as  s t r i ke -

b reake rs .  Exc luded  bv  race  and  l ack  o f  sk i l l s  f r om membersh ip  i n  t he  sma l l

c ra f t  o r i en ted  un ions  (wh i ch  a l so  usua l l y  exc luded  i u rm ig ran ts )  and  fea red  and

looked  down  upon  by  Amer i . can  worke rs  gene ra l l y ,  t he  ru ra l  souEhern  B lack  pop -

u la t i on  p rov ided  an  i dea l ,  a lmos t  cas te l i ke  rese rve  o f  s t r i keb reake rs  and  cheap

labo r  f o r  t he  i ndus t r i a l i s t s  Eo  whom they  were  t i ed  by  common  a l l eg iance  to  t he

Repub l i can  pa r t . y .

Black  spokesmen,  such as  Booker  T .  Wash ing tonrout

as  i n te res t  and  necess i . t y ,  l ooked  Eo  the  favo r  o f  t he

so l i da r i r y  w i t h  wh i t e  wo rke rs  t o  ge t  j obs  and  p romor .e

In  1913 ,  Mr .  Wash ing ton  wro te  t ha t  t he  Neg ro  sees  the

t ' d o e s  
n o t  u n d e r s E a n d  a n d . . . l i k e  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h

a  so r t  o f  impe rsona l  emn icy  t o  Ehe  man  by  whom he  i s

oEhers  i nc lud ing  the  founde r  o f  t he  "Back  to  A f r i ca "

the  p rom inen t  chu rch rnan ,  B i shop  Carey ;  and  P ro fesso r

Un ive rs i t y  echoed ,  someE imes  w i th  t r ag i c  res igna t i on ,

s i de  w i th  t he  emp loye r  i f  t hey  a re  t o  wo rk  a t  a11 .12

o f  c o n v i c t i o n ,  a s  w e l l

f ac to ry  owner  ra the r  t han

m o b i l i t y  f o r  E h e i r  r a c e .

e inployer  as a f r iend and

seems  to  be  founded  on

e m p l o y e d . "  A  L e g i o n  o f

movemen t ,  Marcus  Garvey ;

Ke11y } l i l ler  of  Howard

the  need  fo r  B lack  men  to

Long  be fo re  t he  ma jo r  Po l l sh  immig ra t i on  began ,  B lacks  l ooked  w i . t h  con -

s ide rab le  susp i c i on  and  anx le t y  aE  any  l a rge  i n f l ux  o f  immig ran ts .  The  th reac

Eo  the i r  j obs  and  pos i t i on  i n  soc ie t y  l ed  some no r the rn  B lacks  be fo re  t he  C i v i l

l . I a r  t o  exp ress  an t i - immig ran t  f ee l i ng  and  even  to  j o i n  naE iv i s t  g roups .  I n
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,

Bos ton ,  f ree  B lacks  took  up  pe t iE ions  to  exc lude I r i sh  immigrants  f rom Ehe i r

ne ighborhoods because o f  the  fear  tha t  the  low s ta tus  and cu l tu re  o f  the  new-

comers  wou ld  undermine. the i r  own precar ious  and hard  
"on  

s taE, r " .13  The appear -

ance o f  Eas tern  and SouEhern  European immigrants  aE the  end o f  the  century

caused B lacks  to  jo in  Ehe an t i -CaEho l ic ,  an t i - imrn ig ran t  Amer ican Pro tec t ive

Assoc iaL ion  (APA)  in  surpr is ing  nunb" r " .14  WhaE ro le ,  i f  any ,  the  s t rong anEi -

Catho l i c  her i tage o f  Pro tes tan t  fundamenta l i sm had in  he igh ten ing  B lacks '

anx ie t ies  about  the i r  immigran t  compeEi to rs  has  never  been care fu l l y  s tud ied .

Whl le  i t  i s  c lear  tha t  th is  fac to r  never  p layed as  cent ra l  a  ro le  in  B lack

nat lv ism as  i t  d id  in ' the  an t i - immigran t  fee l ing  o f  wh i te  Amer ican Pro tesEanEs,

B lack  spo l resmenoccas iona l l y  d id  indu lge  in  s t rong an t i -pap is t  denunc ia t ions .15

The  pos t  C i v i l  War  immig ran ts ,  i n  t u rn ,  r e j ec ted  t . he  Repub l i can  pa r t y  w i t h

i t s  P ro tes tan t .  and  an t i - l i quo r  p roc l i v i t i es  and  i t s  t i es  t o  t he  r i s i ng  c l ass

o f  i ndus t r i a l i sEs .  They  became adhe ren ts  o f  t he  Democra t i c  pa r t y  whose  t rad i t i on

o f  an t i - b l ack  popu l i sm seemed  to  o f f e r  t hem a  compeE i t i ve  advan tage  i n  a  d i f f i cu l t

a n d  v o l a t i l e  j o b  m a r k e t .  I n  s p i t e  o f  s o m e t i m e s  b r u t a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i r t s t

them, many immigrants learned that  a whi te sk in was an advantage in Amer ica

and t ,hat  the exclus ion .of  Blacks f rom many jobs and t rades by Aner ican workers

p rom ised ,  i f  no t  immed ia te l y ,  t hen  i n  t he  l ong  run ,  espec ia l l y  i f  t hey  r i d  t hem-

se l ves  o f  f o re ign  cha rac te r i s t . i c s ,  t o  he lp  t hem a l so  i n '  t he i r  des i re  t o  ge t

w o r k  a n d  r i s e  o u t  o f  p o v e r c y .  
1 6

In  v i ew  o f  t h i s  ba ,ckg round r  l t  l s  no t  su rp r i s i ng ,  t he re fo re ,  t ha t  i n  sp i t e

o f  t he  spa rse  B lack  popu la t i on  o f  t he  No r the rn  and  } l i dwes t  c i l i es  i n  wh i ch  l a te

n ine teen th  cen tu ry  immig ranEs  such  as  Po les  and  I t a l i ans  seE t l ed ,  some  j ob  com-

pe t iE ion  ensued  a lmos t . immed ia te l y .  The  Nor the rn  B lack  popu la t . i on ,  d rawn  heav i l y

f rom the  p re -C iv i l  wa r  " f r ee  pe rsons  o f  co lo r r "  and  the i r  ch i l d ren  had  an  impor t -

ant  p lace in  the serv i .ce t rades and labor ing work of  many Amer ican c i t ies.

The  i r un - i g ranEs  began  to  squeeze  them ouE  o f  many  o f  t hese  l i nes  o f  wo rk .  Because

the  Po les  we re  no t  usu411y  aE t rac ted  to  se rv i ce  wo rk ,  t hey  d id  no t  comp le te  as

f i e r c e l y  w i t h  t h e  B l a c k s  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  a s  w a i t e r ,  b a r b e r s ,  l a u n d e r e r s ,  b o o t ' n l a c k s ,
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e t c .  a s  d i d  I t a l i a n s ,  G r e e k s  o r  C h i n e s e  i m m i g r a n t = . 1 7  T h e r e  \ { a s  s o m e  c o m p e -

t iE ion between Pol ish immigrant  r^romen and Black women for  serv ice work avai l -

ab le  i n  l aund r i es ,  ho te l s ,  o f f i ce  bu i l d i ngs ,  and  l n  a  f ew  ra re  cases  fo r  do -

mes t i c  wo rk  i n  homes  o f  t he  we l l - co -do .18  In  a  number  o f  c i t i es  howeve r ,

Po l i sh  men  d id  rep lace  B lacks  i n  pos i t i ons  as  wh i te  washe rs ,  t eams te rs  and  s teve -

do res  by  t he  ea r l y  e igh teen  n ine t i es .  No r the tn  B lacks  qu i ck l y  became aware  o f

t he  Po les  as  t he  l a tesc  o f  t he i r  immig ran ts  compe t i t o r s .  I n  1891 ,  a  B lack  wh i te

washe r  j - n  De t ro j - t  t o l d  a  repo r te r :

F i r s t  i t  w a s  d e  I r i s h ,  d e n  i t  w a s  d e  D u t c h  F . " .  G e r m a n f l

a n d  n o w  i t ' s  d e  P o l a c k s  a s  g r i n d s  u s  d o w n .  I  s t p o s e  w h e n

dey  fnu  fo fu " ]  ge t s  l i ke  t he  I r i sh  and  s tands  up  fo r  a  f a i r

p r i c e ,  s o m e . o d d e r  s t r a n g e r  w i l l , c o m e  a c r o s s  d e  s e a  a n d  j J - n e

the  fam i l y  and  cu t  us  down  aga in . rY

In  mos t  i ns tances ,  t he  rep lacemen t  o f  b i ac , i ' 'wo rke rs  by  wh i t es  was  the  re -

su l t  o f  t he  p re fe rence  o f  t he  emp loye rs  f o r  t he  immig ran t  ove r  E .he  B1ack ,  be -

cause  they  were  though t  t o  be  more  doc i l e ,  t o  wo rk  ha rde r ,  o r  j us t  because  o f

t he i r  sk in  co lo r .  I n  a  ve ry  recen t  s tudy  Bodna r ,  l ^ l ebe r ,  and  S imon  a rgue  thaE  the

demean ing  s te reoEype  o f  t he  Po lesas  submiss i ve ,  uncomp la in i -ng ,  and  ab le  t o  endu re

heavy  l abo r  f o r  l ong  pe r i ods  o f  t ime  \ . r as  a  s t rong  fac to r  i n  he lp ing  them to  ge t

work  wh i l e  t he  s te reo typ i ca l  v i ew  oJ  B lacks  as  l azy  and  sh i f t l ess  made  i t  more

d i f f i cu l t  f o r  t hem to  f i nd  
" *p loy *e r r . 20

The  s t rugg le  f onwork  i n  heavy  i ndusEry  
" t i " h  

cha rdc te r i zed  the  compe t . i t i on

b e t w e e n  P o l e s  a n d  B l a c k s ,  b e g a n  l n  e a r n e s t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 B B 0 t s  a n d  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s ,

as  Po l i sh  immig ran ts  i . n  mass i ve  numbers  began  to  move  i n to  t he  rap id l y  expand -

i n g  a n d  m e c h a n i z i n g  f a c t o r i e s ,  f o u n d a r i e s ,  s t e e l  m i 1 1 s ,  a n d  p a c k i n g  h o u s e s ,  a n d

as  B lacks ,  i n  much  
" * r11 " .  

numbers  and  mos t l y  new ly  a r r i ved  f rom the  Sou th ,  began

t o  a p p e a r  a s  s E r i k e b r e a k e r s  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  f r e q u e n c y .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t

a l l  e thn i c  g roups ,  Po les  i nc luded ,  p rov ided  l a rge  numbers  o f  s t . r j . keb reake rs  i n

the  b i t t e r  l ndus t r i a l  wa rs  o f  t he  l asE  pa r t  o f  t he  n ineEeen th  and  f i r s t  pa r t  o f

t he  twen t i eEh  cen tu r i es  and  fough t  o the r  eEhn ic  g roups  bes ides  b lacks  f o r  j obs .

O f t e n  t h i s  w a s  t h e  w a y . i n  w h i c h  a  g r o u p  f i r s t
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broke in to  an  indusE y .2L  However .  the  use  o f  poor  Southern  B lacks  aga ins t

wh i te  workers  was the  most  mass ive  in  those indus t r ies  such as  meat  pack ing

and s tee l  mak ing  in  wh. ich  Po l ish  immigrants  cons t i tu ted  one o f  the  la rges t ,  i f

no t  the  la rges t ,  e thn ic  g roups  in  the  work  fo rce .

By  the  ea r l y  1890 ' s ,  Po l i sh  immig ran ts  became s t rong l y  aware  o f  t he  ro le

o f  t he  B lacks  as  s t . r i keb reake rs  and  too l s  o f  t he  i ndus t r i a l i s t s  who  opp ressed

them.  I n  a  p lea  to  Po l i sh  wo rke rs  no t  t o  engage  i n  s t r i keb reak ing  and  thus

become l i ke  t he  B lacks ,  Fa the r  Ba rzynsk i ' s  Dz ienn i k  Ch i cagosk i  p l eaded  i n  Ju l y ,

1 8 9 3 ,  t h a t  P o l i s h  s c a b s :

ga in  no th i r l g  bu t  i ns tead  awaken ,  aga ins t  t hemse lves
the  eve r  g row ing  i l l  w i l l  o f  t he  wo rke rs  o f  a1 l

o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s . . . W e  P o l e s  s h o u l d  f o r  o u r  o w n
good ,  and  fo r  t he  p rese rva t i on  o f  ou r  hono r  as  a
p e o p l e ,  l e a v e  E h e  r o l e  o f  s c a b s .  t h o s e  d r u d g e s  o f

c a p i E a l i s r n ,  t o  t h e  N e g r o  a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e . z z

The  image  o f  t he  B lack  as  a  j ob  compe t i t o r  and  scab  con t i nued  to  be

bu i l t  up  p r i o r  t o  Wor ld  War  I  as  B lack  l abo r  was  used  to  b reak  hund reds  o f

s t r i kes  i n  w l ' r l ch  Po les  we re  i nvo l ved .  These  i nc luded  m ino r  l oca l  s t r i kes

s u c h  a s  t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t e e l  s t r i k e s  i n  1 8 9 5 ,  1 8 9 6 ,  a n d  m a j o r  s t r i k e s  o f  n a t i o n a l

imporEance  such  as  t he -Pu l lman  sEr i ke  o f  1894  and  the  Pack ing  House  s t r i ke  o f

1904 .  The  B lacks  a l so  somet imes  rep laced  Po les  i n  non -s t r i ke  s i t ua t i ons .  I n

1905 ,  f o r  examp le ,  I l l i no i s  S tee l  r ep laced  so tne  o f  i t s .Po l i sh  wo rke rs  w i t h

B lacks  because  the  Po lbs  had  no t  mas te red  Eng l i sh  we l l  enough  and  the  i nab i l i t y

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o r d e r s  o f t e n  l e d  t o  a c c i d e n t s .  T h e  p a i n  o f  t h a t .  d e c i s i o n  w a s

unde rsco red  by  t he  p la in t i ve  and  rhe to r i ca l  p l ea  o f  r he  ed iEo r  o f  t he

Dz ienn i k  Ch i cagosk i  f b r  someone  to  do  r r some th ing  
on  beha l f  o f  ou r  coun t r ymen

i n  S o u t h  C h i c a g o . " 2 3

The most  menacing image of  the Black was that  of  the armed company guard.

I n  some  cases ,  B lacks  we re  used  as  gua rds  du r i ng  s t r i kes  i n  wh i ch  a  l a rge l y

P o l i s h  a n d  E a s t  E u r o p e a n w o r k  f o r c e w a s  s u b j e c t e d  t o  v i o l e n c e .  T h e  m o s t  n o t a b l e

examp le  was  the  1893  Lemon t  I ' l assac re  nea r  Ch i cago  i n  wh i ch  B lack  scabs  impor ted
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f r om Ehe  Sou th  a rmed  w i th  W inches te r  r i f l es  sho t  down  a  l a rge  number  o f  Po l i sh

immig ran t  wo rke rs .  A t  l eas t  s i x  we re  k i l l ed  and  more  than  twen ty  f i ve  we re

wounded .  The  i nc idenq  b rough t  mee t i ngs ,  co l l ec t i ons  f o r  t he  wounded  and  fam i . -

l i es  o f  t he  dead ,  and  pe t i t i ons  f o r  red ress  o f  g r i evances  f rom the  Po l i sh

commun i t y .  Po l i sh  newspapers  i n  o the r  c i t i es  t o l d  t he i r  r eade rs  t ha t  t he  con -

t rac to rs  
t ' a rmed  

Ehe  Negroes  and  o rde red  them to  shoo t  t he  s t r i ke rs  even  though

t h e  l a t t e r  a p p r o a c h e d . t h e  r s c a b s t  p e a c e f u l l y . "  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  s u c h  s i t u a t i o n s ,

poo r  B lacks  appea red  ro  Po l i sh  immig ranEs  no t  on l y  as  s t , r i keb reake rs  who  s to le

the i r  j obs  when  they  s t ruck  f o r  j us t  g r i evances ,  bu t  a l so  as  a rmed  assass ins

who  sho t ,  t hem down  on  o rde rs  o f  t he  bo " " " " . 24
,

The  s t . r ugg le  be tween  the  two  g roups  i n tens i f i ed  du r i ng  and  a f t e r  l ^ l o r l d

l Ja r  I .  The  cuE t i ng  o f f  o f  im rn ig ra t i on  f r om Europe  and  the  g rea t  demand  fo r

manpower  i n  t he  f ac to r i es  o f  t he  I ndus t r i a l  No r th  b rough t  t he  f i r s t  g rea t

wave  o f  m ig ra t i on  o f  B lacks  t o  t he  No r the rn  c i t i es .  The  t i ny  B lack  popu laC ion

o f  De t ro i t ,  f o r  examp le ,  i nc reased  seven fo ld  be tween  1910  and  1920  and  then

t r i p l ed  aga in  Eo  120 ,000  by  1930 .25  In  Ch i cago ,  t he  B lack  popu la t i on  g rew  f rom

4 0 , 0 0 0  t o  a l m o s t  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  1 9 1 0 - 1 9 2 0  p e r i o d  a n d  t h e n  b y  a n o t h e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0

in  t he  nexE  two  decades .26  The  shee r  numbers  o f  unsk i l l ed  B lack  ru ra l  m i -

g ran ts  made  compe t i t i on  w i t h  t he i r  Po l i sh  coun te rpa r t s  who  had  a r r i ved  a  f ew

yea rs  ea r l i e r rpe rmanen . t ,  and  mass i ve  ra the r  t n " r ,  o " " r s i l na t .  Du r i ng  Wor ld  War

I  and  i t s  a f t e rma th ,  t he  occupa t i ona l  con f i gu raE ion  o f  t he  B lack  popu la r i on  o f

No rEhe rn  Amer i can  c i t i es  changed  i n  a  way  thaE  ensu red  the  r i va l r y  wou ld  become

a  s t ruc tu ra l  f ea tu re  o f  t he  i ndus t r i a l  l abo r  marke t  i n  No r the rn  Amer i can  c i t i es .

B lacks  changed  f rom a  sma l1  g roup  o f  occas iona l  wo rke rs  and  se rvan ts  t o  a

la rge  g roup  o f  i ndusEr ia l  p ro le ta r i ans .

I n  t he  pos t  wa r  pe r i od ,  B lacks  we re  assoc ia ted  w i th  t he  c rush ing  o f  two

ma jo r  s t r i kes :  t he  1919  S tee l  S t r i ke  and  the  1921  Pack ing  House  S t r i ke .  I n

the  pos t -wa r  dep ress ion  pe r i od ,  t he  l a rge  co rpo ra t i ons  a t . t emp ted  to  ro11  back

the  ga ins  made  by  t he  r i o r ke rs  du r i ng  Ehe  war  and  t . he  wo rke rs  responded  by  s t r i kes .
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'

T h e  s t r i k e s  w e r e  b r o k e n  b y  t h e  m a s s i v e  a n d  p r o v a c a t i v e  u s e  o f  B l a c k  l a b o r .

Dur ing  the  sLee l  s t r i ke ,  B lack  s t r i kebreakers  were  marched open ly  under  a rmed

guard  to  the  s tee l  m i1 |s  th rough the  immigrant  ne ighborhoods.  A f te r  the  s t r i ke

was broken,  a  s tee l  company execut ive  admi t ted  open ly ,  "The n iggers  d id  i r . "27

Dur ing  the  Pack ing  House St r i ke ,  the  en t i re  Po l ish  communi ty  fought  f requent

b loody  s t ree t  baEt les  w i th  po l i ce ,  company guards ,  and s t . r i kebreakers .  Two

st .udenEs o f  B lack  Ch ic4go no ted  tha t  a l though as  a  resu l t  o f  tha t  s t r i ke  la rge

numbers  o f  B lacks  "became permanent ly  es tab l i shed in  thar  indus t ry ,  they  earned

t h e  b i t t e r  a n t a g o n i s m  o f  I r i s h ,  P o l i s h ,  a n d  I t a l i a n  w o r k e r s . " 2 8

The th rea t  tha t  t t ru  S t t "L  men presented  was noE jus t  as  s t r i kebreakers

a t  per iods  o f  d ramat ic  conf ron ta t ion  w i th  management ,  bu t  by  the  n ineEeen

twent ies  as  a  permanent  an t i -un ion  presence in  the  fac to r ies  and a  reserve  army

of  job-hungry  workers  who kept  the  labor  marke t  fu l l  and  wages down.  The

indusEr ia l i s ts  took  measures  Eo see tha t .  the  B lacks  remained hos t i le  to  any

ef fo r ts  to  o rgan ize  workers  by  such tac t i cs  as  subs id iz ing  B lack  churches  to

preach the  an t i -un ion  gospe l  and by  h i r ing  B lacks  on ly  th rough the  Churches .

Prospec t ive  B lack  employees  were  requ i red  co  have a  recommendat ion  f rom the i r

m i n i s E e r  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  o f  g o o d  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  h a d  t h e  p r o p e r  ( i . e .  a n t i - u n i o n )

a t t i tudes .  In  t t re i r  soph is t i ca ted  fo r rn  these,po l i c ies  were  adopted  in  the

twent ies  by  the  s tee l  compan ies  and la te r  re f ined and used w i rh  g reaE success

by  Henry  Ford  in  h is  s t rugg le  aga ins t  the  Un i ted  Auto  Workers  in  the  th i r t ies

/ u

a n d  r o r t r e s .

As  the  compe t iE . i on  i n tens i f i ed  i n  t he  n ine teen  twen t i es ,  B lacks  f ound

themse lves  i n  d i f f i cu l t  cond i t i on .  By  the  end  o f  Wor ld  l , l a r  I ,  t he  sma l l

No r the rn  B lack  commun i t i es  had  found  tha t  t he i r  members  had  o f t en  been  bypassed

o r  rep laced  i n  t he  j ob  markeL  by  immig ran ts ,  t he i r  economic  p rog ress  ha l t ed ,

and  the i r  ne ighbo rhood  f l ooded  by  abysma l l y  poo r  newcomers  f r om the  Sou th  r vhose

p resence  i nc reased  f ros i i t i t y  t o  t hem.30  The  end  o f  t he  cen tu ry t s  second  decade

saw a  wave  o f  r ace  r i o t l s  i n  No r the rn  c i t i es  f r om Eas t  S t .  Lou i s  i n  1916  to
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Chicago in  1919.  A l ready  the  v ic t i rns  o f  d isc r im ina t ion  and v io lence,  the  B lacks

a lso  su f fe red  d ispropo i t i -ona l l y  f rom the  pos t -war  d is locaEion .  As  indus t r ies

re t renched,  B lack  work .e rs  were  e i t ,her  f i red  or  had t ,he i r  wages reduced.  The

depress ion  a lso  inc reased the  apprehens ion  tha t  wh i te  workers  fe l t  abouE the i r

P r e s e n c e . .

The response o f  B lack  leadersh ip  was to  t ry  to  se l l  B lack  workers  as

"LO}" l  Amer ican"  dur ing . the  an t i - fo re ign ,  an t i - rad ica l  hys ter ia  tha t  accompan ied

the  pos t -war  depress ion  o f  the  ear ly  twent ies .  B lack  newspapers  open ly  d is -

cussed the  need to  cur ta i l  immigra t ion ,  deny  jobs  to  non-c i t i zens ,  and even

2 1
t o  depo r t  t hem. ' "  The  mos t  i nsu l t i ng  aspec t  o f  t he i r  r e j ec t i on  by  Amer i can

Soc ie ry  wh i ch  had  no t  been  ev iden t  t o  B lacks  i n  t he  Sou th  was  the  p romo t i on

o f  wh i t e  sk inned  fo re igne rs  ove r  t hem.  I n  t he  wake  o f  t he i r  pa t r i - o t i c  se rv i ce

du r i ng  the  wa r ,  many  B ' l acks  f e l t  t h i s  " i ng ra t i t ude "  even  more  acu te l y ,  I n

the  words  o f  one  scho la r ,  " t he  immig ran ts  became scapegoa ts  f o r  B lack  Amer i cans

in  much  the  same way  tha t ,  t hey  se rved  soc ie t r . "32  As  i n  t he  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,

t he  res t r i c t i on  o r  e l im ina t i on  o f  t he i r  immig ran t  co rnpe t i t o r s  o f f e red  to

Nor the rn  B lacks  a  s imp le  so luE ion  to  Ehe i r  comp lex  s i t ua t i on .  W i thou t  t he

immig ran ts ,  t hey  be l i eved  they  wou ld  be  needed  and  wan ted  by  wh i te  Amer i cans .

B lacks ,  some  o f  t hem new ly  a r r i ved ,  o f t en  adop ted  the  p re jud i ce  and  con -

tenpt  of  fhe dominant .  Amer ican society toward the i rnmigranEs even as the inrn i -

g ran ts  began  Eo  pass  them by .  D rake  and  CayEon  no te  t ha t  B lacks  l i v i ng  i n

i n teg ra ted  a reas  o f  Ch i . cago  " l ook  down  on  the  fo re ign  bo rn "  and  t rea t  t hem

wi th  "a  ce r ta in  amoun t  o f  unde rs tandab le  condescens ion . "  They  quo te ,  f o r  examp le ,

a  B lack  woman  say ing ,  - l 'Wer re  no t  seg rega ted  he re .  Who  a re  Ehese  
' hunk ies '

t o  seg rega te  you?  I ' l os t  o f  t hem a re  as  b lack  as  I  am. "  Ano the r  who  d id  noE  l i ve

in  an  i n teg ra ted  ne ighbo rhood  exp ressed  a  s im i l a r  f ee l i ng :  "Be ing  a  Sou the rne r ,

I rve a lvrays l ived in  a Negro communi ty  and I  d idnr t  come th is  far  to  l ive among

Po locks ,  Dagoes ,  and  o the r  l ow  c lass  wh i te  t r ash . "33

Among  Po l i sh  i r un ig ran ts  t he  aE . t i t udes  toward  the  B lacks  changed  f rom
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one  o f  r e la t i ve  sympa t l l y  i n  sp i t e  o f  t he  r i va l r y  and  occas iona l  v i o l ence

ove r  j obs ,  t o  g row ing  hos t i l i t y  by  t he  n ine teen  th i r t i es .  The re  i s  no  reco rd

o f  Po l i sh  oppos i t i on  Lo  the  i nc lus ion  o f  B lac . ks  i n to  t hose  ea r l y  l abo r  un ions

tha t  en ro l l ed  B lacks  and  immig ran ts .  I n  some  cases ,  Po l i sh -Amer i can  l abo r

l eade rs  such  as  John  K i ku l sk i  o f  t he  Pack ing  House  Worke rs  wo rked  he ro i ca l l y

to  o rgan i ze  mu l t i - r ac ia I ,  mu l t i - e thn i c  l abo r  un ions  be fo re  Wor ld  lVa r  I . 34

Dur ing  the  race  r i o t s  a t  t . he  end  o f  l ^ l o r l d  War  I ,  Po l i sh  immig ran t  newspapers

and  l eade rs  denounced  the  a t t acks  on  the  B lacks  unequ i vocab le .  Neve r the less ,

t he  two  decades  o f  j o .b  compe t i t i on  exace rba ted  i n  1919  by  t he  g row ing  B lack

m i  s ra t i on  and  the  pos t - I ^ /a r  d i s l oca t i on  f  o t rnd  an  echo  i n  t r e  Po l i sh -Amer i can

reac r i on .  
' I ' l r e  

Po l i s l t  Roman  Ca tho l i c  Un ion  newspaper ,  Na rod  Po l sk i ,  f  o r

examp le ,  denounced  Ehe  r i oLs  as  t ' ba rba r i an  
ac t s ' r  wh i ch  have  "no  p lace  i n  a

c i v i l i zed  soc ie t y "  anq  u rged  a l l  Po les  t o  behave  peace fu l l y  v i s -a -v i s  B lacks .

Y e t  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e s e  a c t s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  j u s t i f i e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e d i t o r s ,

t hey  cou ld  unde r t ; t and  why  some peop le  wou ld  f ee l  ange r  a t  t he  B lacks .  "The

Ne i ; t - oss r r r  t hey  w ro te ,  "have  wrenched  work  f r on r  wh i t . e  hands  i n  many  c i t i es .

T h e  w h i t e s  f e e l  h u r E ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  t h e  f a u l t  o f  t h e  N e g r o . " 3 5

The  1919  Ch icago  i ace  r i o t  wad  accompan ied  by  an  i nc iden t  wh i ch  fo t ' ce . J

a  ra re  p t rb l i c  d i scuss ion  by  Po l i sh  i r nm ig ran ts  o f  t he i r  a t t i t udes  toward  B lacks .

e . a r l y  A u g u s t ,  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e  b l o o d y . . " i u f  ' v i o l " r r " ' " ,  a r s o n i s t s ,  r e p o r r e d l y

B lack ,  seE  f i r es  i n  t he  Po l i sh -L iEhuan ian  back -o f - t he -ya rds  a rea  wh ich  l e f t

? A
a lmos t  a  t housand  immig ran ts  home less  and  des t i t u te . - "  Tens ions  fanned  by

Ehe  race  r i o t s  and .  che  summer  s t r i kes  i n  t he  s l augh te r  houses  i n  wh i ch  B lack

s t r i keb reake rs  we re  us 'ed  became unbea rab le  i n  Po l i sh  ne iehbo rhoods .  Some

Po l i sh  ne r^ / spape rs  p laced  the  b lame  on  the  B lacks  and  c lea r l y  t he re  was  sen t i -

menE among  many  i n  che 'ne ighbo rhood  fo r  v i o l en t  re ta l i a t i on  aga ins t  t hem.37

In to  t h i s  vo la t i l e  s i t ua t i on  s tepped  a "C i t i zens '  CommicEee"wh ich  ca l l ed

a  mass  mee t i ng  to  t r y  t o  ca lm  tens lons .  On  Augus t  4 ,  1919 ,  an  ove r f l ow  c rowd

l e d  b y  r h e  C l t i z e n s ' C 6 m m i c t e e  a n d  t h e  p a s t o r s  o f  t h e  P o l i s h  c h u r c h e s  g a c h e r e d

I n
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a t  the  Guard ian  Ange l  Nursery  to  d iscuss  the  f i res  and the  race  r io t  r rs ta r ted

in  th is  a rea  by  an  unknown hand"  in  the  words  o f  the  Dz ienn ik  Ch icagosk i

report .er who covered the event.  Several  impo.rtant themes emerged from the

d iscuss ion  a t ,  wh ich  aE leas t ,  a  dozen peop le  spoke.  The f i rs t  was  tha t  there

was no  reason fo r  the  B lacks  to  have se t  f i re  to  the  Po l ish  ne ighborhood (even

i f  they  had been ab le  to  phys ica l i y  ge t  there  undetec ted ,  wh ich  was doubt fu l

accord ing  to  one speaker )  because Ehe Po les  had no t  taken par t  in  the  race

r ioE and Ehere fore  were  no t  ta rge fs  fo r  reE.a l ia t ion .  Second,  tha t  the  f i re

was a  de l ibera te  aL tempt  to  se t  Po les  aga ins t  B lacks  to  make Lhem appear  as

enemies  o f  the  Negro  race  and to  besmi rch ,  che  reputa t ion  o f  the  Po les  by

mak ing  them appear  unc iv i l i zed .  Th i rd ,  tha t  Eh is  r^ /as  an  a t tempt  to  p revent

Po les  and B lacks  f rom un i t ing  in  a  common cause aga ins t  the  cap i ta l i sLs .  Accord-

ing  to  a  11 .  l l .  Wrzes insk i  who s ta ted  th is  las t  thes is  most  e loquent ly ,  B lacks

were  beg inn ing  to  make conmon cause w i th  the i r  fe1 low workers  in  the  scockyards

and consequent ly  to  improve t ,he i r  wages and cond i t ions ,  there fore :

t he  p rog ress  and  en l i gh tenmen t  be ing  ga ined  by  che i r

unw i l l i ng  t oo l s  b rough t  up  to  f l ood  the  marke t  and

r e p l a c e  w h i E e  w o r k e r s  d u r i n g  a  s t r i k e  d i s p l e a s e d  t h e

cap i t a l i s t s  and  they  began  to "geek  ways  to  se t  B lacks

a n d  P o l e s  a g a i n s r  e a c h  o E h e r . J d

I ^ i ha teve r  t he  t r u th  o r  f a l s i t y  o f  any  o f  
- t he  

cha rges ,  wha t  emerged  f rom

Ehe  meeE ing  i s  a  c l ea r .  exp ress ion  o f  sympa thy  f r om the  c rowd  and  the  p r i es t s

and  l eade rs  o f  t he  Po l i sh  s tockya rds  commun i t y  f o r  t he  p l i gh t  o f  t he  B lacks

a n d . a  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  e v i l  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  d e l i b e r a r e l y  f o s t e r e d  d i v i s i o n

be tween  B lack  and  Po l i sh  wo rke rs  i n  t he  pack ing  houses .  The  mee t i ng  ended

w i th  a  unan imous fy  p . "= "a  reso lu t i on  condemn ing  the  r i o t s  and  a rson  and  u rg j -ng

Po les  Eo  rema in  ca lm  and  no t  respond  Eo  p rovoca t i on .  Th i s  mee t . i ng  seems  to

suppo r t  t he  op in ion  o f ' t he  Spe ro  and  Har r i s  s tudy ,  The  B lack  l ^ t r o r ke r ,  wh i ch  i n

r e g a r d  t o  l h e  r a c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  1 9 1 9  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  " P o 1 e s  a n d  L i t h u a n i a n s . . .

had  compara t i ve l y  t i t i t e  an t i -Neg ro  p re j , r d i ce . "39
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V J h a t e v e r  a n g e r  P 6 1 e s  m a y  h a v e  f  L t  a g a i r r s t  B l a c k s  f o r  b r e a k i n g  s t r i k e s  o r

m o v i n g  i r r t o  j o b s  t h r , y ,  v r a n t e d l  t t r e y  d i d  r e s o u n d i n g l y  r e j e c t  r a c i a l  i s t  t h e o r i c s

o f  B l a c k  i p f e r i o r i t y .  T h e  P o l e s  r e a l i z e d  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t l t a t  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s ,

w ide l y  d i ssemina ted  by .  g roups  such  as  t he  Ku  K lux  K lan  and  the  B lack  Leg ion

in  t he  i n t . e r -wa r  pe r i od ,  re lega ted  them to  t he  same sub -human  caLago r i es  as

Negroes .  The  Dz ienn i k  C i r i cagosk i ,  f o r  examp le ,  conc luded  i t s  ana l ys i s  o f  r a -

c i a l i s m  w i E h  o t s e r v a I i o n :

A n d  n o w  i f  t h e  w o r d s  ' s u p e r i o r  
r a c e t  a r e  r e p l a c e d  b y

t h e  w o r d s  r A n g l o - S a x o n f  
a n d  i n s t e a d  o f  t i n f e r i o r  

r a c e s t
s u c h  t e r m s  a s  P o l i s h ,  I t a l i a n ,  R u s s i a n ,  a n d  S l a v s  i n
gene ra l - -no t  l o  men t i on  t he  Negro ,  Ch inese ,  and  Japanese - -
a r e  a p p l i e d .  t h e n  w e  s h a l l  s e e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i d e  o f  t h e
r a c i a l  p r o ! l e m s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a E e s  i n  s t a r k  n a k e d n e s s .
L e t  u s  a l s o  l o o k  f u r t h e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e
K u  K l u x  K l a n  a n d  i t s  r e a l  p u r p o b e ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h e  t r u e
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  s u c l 2 ^ ( i . e .  M a d i s o n  G r a n t ' s  a n d  L a t h r o p
S t o d d a r d r  s )  t l ' l e o r i e s .  

* '

By  t he  twen t i es ,  i t  was  a l so  appa ren t ,  howeve r ,  t ha t  t he  po les  had

deve loped  some un favo rab le  popu la r  s te reo types  o f  B lacks  i n  add i t i on  t o  t he

image  o f  Ehem as  s t r i keb reake rs .  They  began  to  see  the  B lacks  as  l azy .

h a p p y - g o - l u c k y ,  r a t h e r  s h i f t l e s s  p e r s o n s ,  g a m b l e r s ,  a n d  p e t t y  t h i e v e s . 4 l  T h e - s e

images ,  o f  cou rse ,  re f l ec ted  Ehe  p reva lan t  s te reo types  abou t .  B lacks  he id  by

the  do rn inan t  wh i t . e  soc ie t y  wh i ch  the  Po les  obv ious l y  p i cked  up .  Howeve r ,  t hey

a l so  have  a  s t , r ong  e lemen t  o f  p ro jec t i on  abou t  t hem.  The  Po l i sh  commun i t y

a t  t h i s  po in t  i n  i t s  h i s to ry  was  a t t empE ing  bo  pu l l  i t se l f  up  f r om the  e f f ec t s

o f  t he  doub le  m ig ra t i on  f r om Europe  to  Amer i ca  and  f rom ru ra l  v i l l age  Lo  i ndus -

t r i a l  c i t y ,  c h r o n i c l e d  s o  w e l l  b y  t h e  f l a w e d ,  b u t  b r i l l i a n t

s tudy  by  l ^ l i l l i am Thomas  and  F lo r i an  Znan ieck i .  The  ev idence  shows  tha t  i n

c i t l es  such  as  Ch i cago ,  t he  Po l i sh  Amer i can  commun i t y  cons i s ten t l y  p roduced  t l r e

h ighes t  number  o f  j uven i l e  de l i nquen ts  and  fam i l y  and  ma t r imon ia l  cases  b roughE

be fo re  domes t i c  cou r t s ' be fo re  h lo r l d  War  I  and  the  pa t te rn  aba ted  on l y  s1ow1y  i n

the  twen t i es .  B lack  m ig ran ts  f r om the  ru ra l  Sou th  we re  no \ ^ /  unde rgo ing  the

same d rea ry  ca ta logue  o f  soc ia l  i l l s  and  d i s l oca t i ons  EhaE  the  Po l i sh  immig ran ts

were  a t t emp t i ng  to  es " "Ou  f t o *  bu t  i n  t he  f ace  o f  g rea te r  hos t i l i t y  f r om the

: , ^
dominan t  soc ie t y  and  a  l ess  suppo r t i ve  t r ad i t , i on  t o  d raw  on  as .  , . " o r . r r . n .u '
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h l ) i l e  i t  i s  n o  d o u b t  E r u e  t h a t  B l a c k s  m a y  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  s t r a n g e ,

e x o t i c ,  a n d  p o s s i b l y  e v e n  r e p e l l e n t  b y  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  s k i n  p i g m e n t a t i o n ,

phys i ca l  cha rac te r i sa . t : " ,  and  d i s t . j - ncE  P ro tes tan t  ru ra l  f o l k  cu l t u re  t o  rhe

immig ran rs  f r om sma l l  v i l l ages  o f  Eas t  Cen t ra l  Eu rope  (as  t hey  themse lves  d id

to many whi te and Black Amer icans) ,  and that  th is  may undoubtedly have p layed

a  ro le  i n  t he  reac t i on  o f  Po l i sh  immig ran t . s  t o  t . hemr43  th "  rea l  cause  o f  t he

an t i -B lack  f ee l i ng  Eha t  ex i s ted  among  Po l i sh  immig ran ts  by  t he  end  o f  t he

n i n e t e e n  t w e n t i e s  w a s  c l e a r l y  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  b i t t e r . j o b  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n

P o l ' e s  a n d  B r a c k s .  l t  w a s  i n L e n s i f i e d  b y  t h e  c o n s c i o u s  a n d  c y n i c a l  p o l i c 1 , o f  n r a ' ; ,

emp loye rs  o f  de l i be ra te l y  p i r t i ng  t hese  t r ^ /o  g roups  (and  o the rs )  aga insE  each

o the r  i n  t he  pu rsu i t  o f  power  and  p ro f i t .

A second reason,  re la ted  to  the  f i rs t ,  s temmed f rom the  par iah- l i ke

cas te  s ta tus  o f  B lacks .  in  U.S.  soe ie ty .  Po l i sh  Amer ican workers .  espec ia l l y

those more acculturated to American societ,y,  saw by the twent. ies the advantage

o f  s t r e s s i n g  t h e i r  w h i t e n e s s  t o  l e s s e n  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e n 6 e l v e s  a n c j  t o  g e t

a  leg  uP on the i r  B1ack  r i va ls  in  the  job  compet , i t ion .  Jus t  as  B lacks  in  the

same per iod  were  s t ress ing  the i r  loya l ty  and the i r  r '1002 Amer ican ism"  and

the  fo re igness  o f  Po les  and I ta l ians  to  ra l1y  the  na t iv ism o f  Pro tes tan t

Anglo-Saxon America againsE the imrnigrants, so the immigrants drawing on the

rac ia l  p re jud ices  o f  Whi te  Amer ica  began to  emphas ize  ihe i r  wh i teness .

M i l e s  C a r p e n t e r r s s tudy  in  the  laEe twent ies  o f  Ehe Po les

i n  Bu f fa lo  suppo r t s  t ha tana l ys i s .  He  a rgues  f rom h i s  da t .a  t haL ,on  the  who1e ,

Po les  showed  ve ry  l i t t I e  rac ia l  p re jud i ce  aga ins t  B lacks .  Howeve r ,  i n  b reak ing

h i s  g roup  down  by  gene ra t i ons ,  he  d i scove red  tha t  t he  o lde r  i unn ig ran t  gene ra t i on

was  the  l eas t .  p re jud i ced  wh i l e  t he  younge r ,  Amer i can  bo rn  and  educa ted  gene ra -

t i on  began  to  d i sp lay  t he  rac ia l  p re jud i ces  o f  Ehe  gene ra l  Amer i can  popu la t i on .

Thus ,  he  conc luded  tha t  t he  g row th  o f  r ac ia l  p re jud i ce  l r as  a  f unc t i on  o f

Amer i can i za t i on  and  acb .u l t u ra t i on .  44
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A  d i f f e ren t  bu t  comp l imen ta ry  i nEe rp re ta t i on  o f  t he  g row th  o f  r ac ia l

an tagon i sm Eo  B lacks  by  wh i te  wo rke rs  i n  compe t i t i on  w i t h  t hem has  been  sug -

ges ted  i n  recen t  yea rs  by  economic  soc io log i s t s  such  as  Edna  Bonac i ch  and

ScoE t  Cummings .  The i r  a rgumen t  i s  t ha t  r ac ia l  an tagon i sm unde r  such  cond i t i ons

can  be  seen  as  pa r t  o f  t he  g row th  o f  wo rk ing  c lass  consc iousness  and  c lass

m i l i t ancy  i f  t he  rac ia l  f ee l i ngs  a re  comb ined  w i th  a  sense  tha t  t he  use  o f

t he  desp l sed  rac ia l  g roup  to  b reak  s t r i kes  and  d r i ve  down  wages  i s  "pa r t  o f

t he  gene ra l  paE te rn  o f  exp lo i t a t i on  emp loyed  by  t he  o rne .s . "45  A l t hough

these  ana l yses  do  no t  dea l  spec i f i ca l l y  w i t h  t he  con f l i cE  be tween  immig ran ts

and  B lacks ,  t hey  a re  pe rhaps  more  app l i cab le  Lo  tha t  s i t ua t i on  Ehan  to  t he

r i va l r y  wh i ch  they  we re  deve loped  to  exp la in -Lhe  con f l i c t  be tween  Sou t i r e rn  rn ,h i t e  wo r -

ke rs  and  B lacks ,  wh i ch  i s  comp l i ca ted  by  rhe  t rag i c  h i s to ry  o f  sou the rn  s l ave ry , .

The  con f l i c t  be tween  P .o les  and  B lacks  f o r  mos t  o f  i t s  h i s to ry  was  based  a lmos t

en t . i r e l y  on  the  sE rugg le  ove r  j obs .  The re  i s  amp le  ev idence ,  as  a l ready

noEed ,  t o  sho tu  t ha t .  t he  Po l i sh  ange r  a t  B lacks  was  c lea r l y  a  pa r t  o f  t he i r

gene ra l  an imos iEy  toward  the  emp loye rs  who  used  B lacks  aga ins t  Lhem and  Ehe

exp lo iEa t i ve  na tu re  o f  t he  l abo r  marke t  wh i ch  fo r ced  worke rs  o f  d i f f e ren t .  e thn i c

g r o u P s  r o  c o m p e t e  w i t h ' e a c h  o E h e r . '  T h e i r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  c o n E e x t

o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  i n  f a c t ,  m i t . i g a t e d  t h e  a n g e r  a t  f i r s t .  R a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  t h u s

was  bo rn ,  i f  Bonac i ch  and  Curun ings  . r "  
"o r r " " - r ,  

i n  rhe 'p rocess  o f  Ehe i r  deve lop -

men t  o f  a  c l - i l s s  i den t i t y .  IE  was  a  p roduc t  o f  t he  Po l - i sh -Amer j - can  i n t . eg raE ion

inEo  the  Amer i can  work j -ng  c lass .  The  B lack  rac ia l  f ee l i ng  aga ins t  Po les  and

o the r  i n rn ig ra r rLs  w .1s  ce r ta in l y  bo rn  ou t  o f  t he  sane  economic  s t rugg lu .46

T l ' r i s  p re j  ud i ce  was  a l so  p i ckec l  up  consc ious l y  and  unconsc ious l y  by  rhe

inuu ig ran t  i n  Ehe  cou rs .e  o f  da i t y  con tac t s  w iLh  Amer i can  no rms  and  p rac t i ces

a t  schoo l  o r  a t  wo rk .  Some o f  i t ,  howeve r ,  was  de l i be ra te l y  Eaugh t .  Pub l i c

schoo l s  f o r  Po l i sh  immig ran t  ch i l d ren  somet imes  seg rega ted  them no t  on l y  f r om

na t i ve  wh i te  Amer i can ' ch i l d ren  bu t  a l so  f r om B lack  ch i l d ren  i n  o rde r  t o

rna in ta in  rac ia l  sepa ra teness .  Teache rs  even  se t  t hemse lves  the  task  o f  i n -
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sErucEing  these ne \ rcomers  in  t .he  in t r i cac ies  o f  Ehe rac ia l  sysEem of  the  coun-

t ry  in  o rder  to  perpeEuaEe i t .  As  one Gary ,  h rd iana teacher  o f  Po l i sh  ch i ld ren

\.tr o te:

Ehe promiscuous assoc ia t ion  o f  wh i te  and co lo red
pup i ls  i s  a  te r r ib le  th lng .  I t  shou ld  no t  be  a l -

lowed,  par t i cu la r ly  in  a  schoo l  w i th  a  la rge  number
o f  f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t s .  T h e y  w i l l  s o o n  l o s e  s i g h t  o f

t h e  c o l o r  l i n e . q /

YeE in  sp i te  o f  the  pervas ive  examples  o f  rac ism around them and the

de l ibera te  a t tempC Eo teach iL  to  them,  Po les  never  fu1 ly  accepEed a l l  o f  the

ideas  and prac t ices  s f  Aurer icanLac ism even in  the  South .  A  Po l ish  t . rave le r  in

Amer ica ,  S te fan  Nestdrowicz ,  who v is i ted  Po l ish  se t t lements  in  Texas  in  1909

noted  thaE Ehe Po les  he  met  there  re f lec ted  some o f  the  fee l ings  o f  the i r

fe l low Texans toward  B lacks .  On the  o ther  hand,  he  wro te :

I t  mus t  be  sa id  t o  t he  c red i t  o f  t he  Po les  t ha t  t hey  t ake

no  pa r t  i n  t he  v i g i l an te  ac t i - ons  aga ins t  t he  B lacks  and

as  emp loye rs  t hey  t , r ea t  t hem we l l  and  do  no t  exp lo i t  t he * .48

Perhaps  the  reason  thaE  Po les  d id  no t  f u l l y  adop t  a l l  o f  t he  a t t i t udes

of  Amer ican Racism was thaE they a lways fe l t  themselves a lso a poor and

pe rsdcu ted  peop le  who  t : e re ,  l i ke  t he  B lacks ,  opp ressed  by  t he  fo rces  o f  Amer i can

soc ie t y '  r r on i ca l l y ,  t h i s  a t t i t ude  wh ich  made  them zu lne rab le  t o  f ee l i ngs  o f

s ta tus  dep r i va t i on  and  resen tmen t  aE  ga ins  made  by  B lacks  may  a l so  have  ac ted

to  t emper  an t i - b l ack  f ee l i ng  by  po in t i ng ,  how 'eve r ,  vagoe l y  t o  t he  i dea  o f  a

conunun i t y  o f  su f f e r i ng .  Thus  even  du r i ng  pe r i ods  o f  t he  mos t  i n tense  r i va l r y '

as  c l u r i ng  t he  i nmed ia te  PosE  l , l o r l d  War  I  pe r i od ,  t hey  cou ld  sympa th i ze  and  even

iden t i f y  w i t h  B lacks .  'S im i l a r  aE t i t udes  were .  exp ressed  even  i n  t he  wake  o f  t he

De t ro i t  P .ace  R io t  o f  1943  wh ich  came a t  t he  end  o f  a  decade  o f  b i t t e r  pove r t y

and  i n tense  and  v io lenE  con f ron ta t i on .  I n  an  a r t i c l e  occas ioned  by  t he  R io t

t i t l ed  "W Szko lach  pow inno  s ie  uczyc  to le ranc j i "  (To le rance  s l ' r ou ld  be  taugh t

i n  t he  schoo l s ) ,  i n  To ledo ts  A*egLa_Echo  ,  t he  w r i t e r  conc ludes  tha t  i n  sp i t e

o f  t he  o f f i c i a l  r he to r i c  o f  b ro the rhood  and  equa l i r y :
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Amer i can  l i f e  i n  p rac t i ce ,  howeve r ,  un fo r tuna te l y  demons t raEes

mr r .ay  p rob lems  and  i nequa l i t i es  wh i ch  o r i g i na te  i n  cu1 tu ra l ,

r ac ia l ,  and  re l i g i ous  d i f f e rences .  A  s ign i f i can t  number  o f

na t i ve  bo rn  Amer i canc - t l r cse  whose  ances to rs  we re  Or ien ta l ,

Hindu or  Negro-are considered people of  a lower o: :Cer. - .  I ' lany

immig ranE  g roups  f rom Cen t ra l ,  Eas te rn  and  Sou the rn  Eu ro l>e  d id

n o t  a l w a y s  f i n d  a c c e p E a n c e  a n d  w e l c o m e . . . O n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i f f e r

i n  l anguage  and  cus toms  soc ia l l y  and  economica l l y  t hey  d id

noE  ach ieve  a l l  t ha t  Amer i ca  p rom i " :d .u '

The  coming  o f  Ehe  g rea t  dep ress ion  agg rava ted  the  a l ready  i n tense  B l -ack -

P o l i s h  r i v a l r y  f o r  j o b s .

hunge r .  Fo r  examp le ,  i n

Both communi t ies faced massive unemployment  and

the largely Pol ish-American

tramck the welfare re.sources wi:re so

food and bas ic  necess i t ies  tha t  anv

s t r i c k e n  f r o m  t h e  w e l f a r e  r o l 1 s . 5 0 The  p l i gh t  o f  No r the rn  u rban  B lacks  was ,

i f  p o s s i b l e ,  
" . r " n  

t o r " u . 5 l  T h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a  j o b ,  a n y  j o b ,  b e c a m e  a  d e s -

pe ra t , e  necess i t . y  f o r  t he  B lack  and  wh i te  immig ran ts .

I n  t he  wake  o f  Ehe  dep ress ion ,  t he  o rgan i z i ng  d r i ves  by the  new indus t r i a l

t he  i ndus  t . r i a lun ions ,  s t rong ly  suppor ted  by  Po l ish  Amer ican workers ,  pushed

co rpo raE i -ons  i n to  ano the r  mass i ve  use  o f  B lack  s t r i keb reake rs .  The  con f ron -

Eat ion  be tween B lack  and Po l ish  workers  aga in  took  on  the  v io len t  characEer

ic  had in  the  immediaEe posE l ^ Io r ld  War  I  per iod .

Ac  the  Dodge  l t l a i n  Au to  P lan t , ,  s iEua ted  ag t r i de  t he  bounda ry  o f  Hamt ramck

and Detro iE,  the largely Pol ish Amer ican work force took over  the factory and

w i th  t he  he lp  o f  sympa the t i c  c i t y  po l i ce  and  thousands  o f  f r i ends  and  re la t i ves ,

b lockaded  Ehe  Hamt ramck  en t rances  i n  one  o f  t he  mos t  mass i ve  and  d rama t i c  s i t -

down  s t r i kes .  Howevep ,  t he  De t ro i t  enErances  were  kep t  open  by  De t ro i f  po l i ce

and  as  a  ne \ . r  p i cEo r i a l  h i s to ry  o f  t he  Un i ted  Au to  l , Jo rke rs r  Un ion  g raph i ca l l y

hund reds 'o f  B lack  s t r i keb reake rs  v l e re  marched  i n  unde r  po l i ce

s t rapped by  the

f amily rvi  Eh less

indus t r ia l  c i t y  o f  Ham-

unprecedenE demand fo r

than th ree  ch i ld ren  was

Dur ing  Ehe I94 l  a t tempt  Eo or -

demons  t ra tes ,

p ro t , ec t i on  t o

q ?

t r y  t o  k e e p  t h e  f a c t o r y  g o i n g . - '

gan ize  the  Ford  Rouge P lan t ,  B lack  workers  pe l ted  un ion  s t r i kers  w i th  heavy  car

h inges  f rom the  too t  rop" .  La ter ,  a rmed w ich  i ron  bars  and kn ives ,
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h u n d r e d s  o f  B l a c k  m e n  w e r e  s e n t  o u t  t o  b r e a k  t h e  U . A . W .  l i n e s .  T h e  f i r s t

E ime the  p icke ts  were  rou ted ;  Ehe second t ime,  re in fo rced and armed w i t [

c lubs  and ba ts ,  they  Lurned back  the  B lacks .  .  The Po les  were  aga in  the  la rg-

es t  o f  the  e thn ic  g rouPs among the  wh i te  workers  a t  the  p1anE.  So,  on  the  eve

of  the  in famous 1943 Det ro i t  Race R io t ,  Po l i sh  and o ther  imrn ig ran t  workers

a n d  t h e i r  s o n s  b a t t l e d  B l a c k  m e n  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  a  d e s p e r a t e  s t r u g g l e  f o r

jobs  and l i ve l ihood a t .  the  ins t iga t ion  o f  a  la rge  j .ndus t r ia l  corpora t ion .  A1-

though shor t l y  a f te rward  the  B lac lcs ,  recogn iz i -ng  the  fo l1y  o f  suppor t ing  an

un jus t  employer r  core_  over  to  the  un ions  en  masse,  the  anger  and b i t te r  legacy

of  the  v io lence po isoned fo r  another  genefa t ion  the  re la t ions  be tween B lacks

a n d  P o l e s .  5 3

The  t r i umph  o f  t he  i ndus t r i a l  un ion  movemen t  and  Ehe  i nco rpo raE ion  o f

t h e  B l a c k s  i n t o  i t  b y . t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  e n d e d  t h e  u s e  o f  B l a c k s  a s  s t r i k e b r e a k e r s  a n d

mut .ed  the  j ob  compe t i t i on  based  on  e thn i c  r i va l r y .  I n  i t s  p lace  emerged  a

sys tem o f  h i r i ng .  p romo t i on  and  l ay -o f f  based  more  o r  l ess  on  sk i l l  and  sen io r -

i t y .  T h e  e t h n i c  a n d  r a c i a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  c o n t i n u e d ,  a n d  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s ,  t o  s o m e

exEen t ,beneaLh  the  appa ren t  even  handedness  o f  t he  new ru les ,  espec ia l l y  i n  t hose

indus t . r i es  such  as  s tee l  o r  au to ,  wh i ch  e f f ec t  pe r i od i c  mass j - ve  l ay -o f f s  be -

cause  o f  ove rp roduc t i on ,  o r  i n  t hose  a reas  i n  wh i ch  the re  rema ins  even  i n

b e c a u s e  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  f a c t o r s

s u c h  a s  a u t o m a t i o n .  B e c a u s e  t h i s  r i v a l r y  i s  h i d d e n ,  i t  i s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  E o

examine  than  the  d rama t i c  con f ron ta t i ons  o f  t he  pas t  bu t .  i t s  ex i s tence  and

i t s  s o c i a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  c a n ' b e  d i s c e r n e d  i n d i r e c t l y  f r o m

o the r  da t ,a .  , o ,  
" * " *01u ,  

one  su rvey  o f  wo rke rs  i n  De t ro i t  i n  t he  m id -n ine teen

s i x t i es  showed  tha t  wh i i l e  t he  unemp loymenE raEe  fo r  B lue  Co l l a r  wo rke rs  o f

German  o r  B r i t i sh  ex t rdcE ion  s tood  abou t  8 .57 . ,  t ha t  o f  Po l i sh  and  o the r  S lav i c

workers  was 11 .42 .  The B lack  ra te  was over  I77 . , I ^ l i th  j  ob less  ra tes

good t imes a  la rge  reserve  o f  unemployed,

respec t ive- .y  407"  ana fbOZ h igher  than the  genera l  popu la t , ion ,  Po les  and B lacks
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we re  l ocked  j - n to  a  more  i n tense  r i va l r y  f o r  t he  dw ind l i ng  number  o f  B lue  Co l l a r

j obs  ava i l ab le  i n  De t . ro i t  i n  t he  m id -s i x t i es  t han  members  o f  o the r  more  fo r tu -

na te  e thn i c  g roups .  The  na tu re  o f  t he  r i va l r y  r ' r as -g raph i ca l l y  demons t ra ted

m3re  recen t l y  when  Po l i sh  Amer i cans  d i scove r i ng  tha t  t he i r  r ep resen ta t i on  i n

the conrnand ranks of  the Chicago Pol ice Department  was even lower than that

o f  t h e  B l a c k s r a s k e d  t o  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e ; ' L a " y e r t s  C o m n i t t e e "  a g a i n s t

d i sc r im ina t i on  wh i ch  was  p lead ing  the  B lack  cause .  A t to rney  Gera ld  Mu l l e r

respond ing  fo r  Ehe  conun i tEee  dec l i ned  to  accep t  t he  Po l i sh  Amer i can  po l i ce -

men  as  c l i en t s  because :

S i n c e  t i r e r e , a r e  a  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  j o b s  a v a i l a b l e

the re  cou ld  be  con f l i c t s  be tweeh  R lack  and  La t i n

and  Po l i sh  c l asses  (as  we l l  as  a  c l ass  o f  women  wh ich

i s  s e p e r a t e l y  r e p r e s e n E e d )  f o r  E h o s e  f e w  j o b s  w h i c h

a r e  a v a i l a b l e . 5 4

The  s t rugg le  f o r . pos i t i on  and  sEa tus  a l so  moved  i n to  new a renas  i n  t he

pos t  I ' i o r1d  War  I I  pe r i od .  The  ch i l d ren  and  g randch i l d ren  o f  Po l i sh  immi -

g ran ts  bu i l d i ng  on  the  economic  and  cu l t u ra l  cap i t a l  so  pa in fu l l y  accumu la ted

by  the i r  p redecesso rs  began  a  g radua l  movemen t  i n to  h ighe r  educa t i on  and  i n to

wh i t . e  co l l a r  and  p ro fess iona l  s taLus .  A  gene ra t i on  beh ind  them and  w i th  a

sma l l e r  ma te r i a l  base  bu t  bouyed  up  by  t he  c i v i l  r i gh t s  movemen t ,  t he  ch i l d ren

and  g randch i l d ren  o f  t he  B lack  immig ran ts  beqan  the i r  own  d r i ve  f o r  soc ia l ,

educa t j - ona l  and  occupa . t i ona l  mob i l i t y  by  t he  n ine t "un  l r r a t " " .  B lacks ,  a ided

by  p rog rams  des igned  to  red ress  t he  cen t .u r i es  o f  i n j us t i ce  done  them and  to

assuage  the  gu i l t  o f  wh i t e  Amer i cans ,  cha l l enged  Po l i sh  Amer i cans  and  o the r

e thn i cs  f o r  p laces  i n .  app ren t i cesh ip  p rog rams ' ,  un i ve rs i t y  c l asses  and  en t r y

. l . eve l  w l r iEe  co l l a r  and  p ro fess iona l  pos i t i ons .

The  o ld  r i va l r y ,  . t he re fo re ,  con t i nues  i n  a  ne \ ^ /  f o rm .  Po l i sh  Amer i cans  now

ba t t l e  i n  t he  po l i t i ca l  and  l ega l  a rena  aga ins t  a f f i rma t i ve  acE ion  and  quo ta

p rog rams  wh ich  they  see  th rea ten ing  the i r  new ly  l l on :  and  s t i l l  p reca r i ous

soc ia l  and  occupa t i ona t  pos i t i on  i n  Amer i can  soc ie t y .  The  Po I i sh  Amer i can

Congress ,  f o r  examp le r :So ined  the  Bakke  su i t  on  "m ino r i t y "  adm iss ion  quo tas
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a t  t he  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Ca l i f o rn ia -Dav i s  t o  p ro tec t ,  t he  i n te res t s  o f  Po l i sh

Amer i can  s tudenEs  who  w ished  to  s tudy  med ic ine .55

In  t he  pas t ,  Po l i sh -Amer j - cans  had  a t  t imes  p ro f i t ed  becuaee  the  p re -

j ud i ce  aga insE  them was  l ess  t han  aga ins t  B lacks .  Th i s  t ime  the  es tab l i shed  g roups

have  os tens ib l y  chosen  to  f avo r  B lacks  aga ins t  t hem and  to  pay  o f f  t he i r

massj -ve debE, t .o  the Blacks at  the expense of  Pol ish-Amer ican and oEher groups

seek ing  to  move  ou t  o f .  t he  wo rk ing  c1ass .  The  j ob  compe t i t i on  has  changed

cha racEer  now bu t  i t  i s  f a r  f r om o , r " ,  u " t . 56

The  compe t i t i on  be tween  B lacks  and  immig ran ts  f o r  hous ing  pa ra l l e l s  i n  pa r t

and  i s  s t rong l y  t i ed ' t o ,  t he  r i va l r y  ove r  j obs .  As  ea rJ . y  as  Ehe  e igh teen

e igh t i es ,  obse rvo rs  no ted  Ehe  p ropens i t y  o f  Po les  t o  buy  l and  and  homes .  Po l i sh

immig ran ts  chose  wha t  SEephen  The rns t rom has  ca l l ed  "p rope rE ,y  mob i l i t y "  ove r

educa t i ona l ,  soc ia l ,  o r  occupa t i ona l  mr . rb i f l g t  as  t he i r  f i r s t  s t ra tegy  o f  mob i l i t y

j - n  Amer i ca .  They  concen t raEed  a l l  o f  t he i r  r esou rces - -and  tha t  o f t en  i nc luded

the  wages  o f  ch i l d ren - - t o  p lace  the  fam i l y  i n  i t s  own  home.  By  1930 ,  t he  ma-

jo r i t y  o f  Po l i sh  immig ran t  f am i l i es  i n  mos t  No r the rn  c i t i es  e i t he r  owned  o r

were  buy ing  houses .  A  Ch icago  es t ima te  g i ves  a  f l gu re  o f  ove r  t h i u t y - t h ree

thousand Pol ish fami l ies owning homes in 1928.  To own land became an imporEanE

i n d i c a E o r  o f  s t a t u s  a n d  a  s o u r c e  o f  p r i d e  a n d  s e c u r i a y , 5 T

A  second  re la ted  impu lse  was  the  s t rong  need  fo r  i on rmun i t y  f e l t  by  Po l i sh

immig ran ts .  They  se tL led  t , oge the r  a round  the i r  chu rches  and  esEab l i shed  a

l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  a s  s c h o o l s ,  r e g i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  i n s u r -

ance  g roups ,  c i v i c  c l ubs ,  newspapers ,  and  o rphanages .  I n  t hese  ne ighbo rhoods ,

usua l l y  w i t h  t he i r  own  shopp ing  d i s t r i c t , s ,  a  d i sL inc t i ve  Po l i sh -Amer i ca r r  cu l t . u re

began  to  deve lop  by  t h .eea r l y  twen t i e th  cen tu ry .  I ' l any  o f  t he  Po l i sh  a reas  o f  t he

rap id l y  g row ing  M idwes te rn  i ndusE ia l  c i t i es  we re  c rea ted  ou t  o f  r aw  pas tu re  i n

th is  century.  The movement of  i rnmigrant  groups through housing and neighborhoods

cha rac te r i s t i c  o f  o l de r  eas te rn  c i t i es  wh i ch  tac i t l y  l eg i t im i zed  e thn i c  suc -

cess ion  was  no t  ope ra t i ve  he re .  I n  much  o f  t he  M idwes t ,  t he  Po les  we re  de fend -

i ng  the  ne ighbo rhoods ,Ehey  themse lves  had  bu i l t  r a the r  recen t l v .
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The rap id ,  la rge  sca le  movemenC o f  B lacks  in to  Nor thern  c i t ies  began to

th rea ten  some Po l ish  ne ighborhoods a lmost  as  soon as  they  had been se t t led .  The

Blacks, denied housing. by discr iminaEion and poverty,  began t .o put pressure

on the  neares t  ava i lab le  work ing  c lass  hous ing  areas  as  the i r  numbers  grew

far beyond what couL.d be contained in the o1d Black Belcs. In ci t ies such

as  Det ro i t ,  Ch icago,  and Gary  many o f  the  ad j 'acent  ne ighborhoods wf : re  Po l i "h .58

The  sErugg le  f o r  hous ing  began  i n  some  ea rnes t  i n  t he , l a te  n ine t .een  twen t i es .

The  f i r s t  noE ices  o f  mee t i ngs  o f  Po l i sh -Amer i can  assoc ia t i ons  t . o  deve lop

s t raEeg ies  t o  keep  ou t  "ou t . s i de rs "  began  to  appea r  i n  t he  Po l i sh  P ress  i n  t hose

q o
y e a r s . - ' T h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  t h i r t i e s  s l o w e d  h o m e  b u y i n g  a n d  m o b i l i t y  t o

be t t . e r  r en ta l  hous ing  fo r  a l l  g roups ,  bu t  espec ia l l y  t he  ha rd  h i t  B lacks .

A f te r  Wor ld  War  I I ,  howeve r ,  t he  hous ing  compe t iE ion  became a  se r . i . ous  s t rugg le  l ead ing

somet imes  to  v i o l en t .  con f ron ta t i ons  as  B lacks  a t . t emp ted  to  ge t ,  hous ing  i n  Po l i sh

areas.  The in imense new migrat ion of  Blacks to the North that  began wi th

Wor ld  War  I I  and  con t i nued  unaba ted  a f t e r  t he  War rs  end ,  c rea ted  i r : t o l -

e rabLe  p ressu re .  The  reason  tha t  t he  con f ron taE ion  ove r  hous ing  became so  i n -

tense between Poles and Blacks is  that  the Poles,  unl ike many other  whi te

groups,  chose not  to  mbve to suburbs and newly developed whi te areas and fought

Eo  p rese rve  the i r  ne ighbo rhoods .

The re  appea r  t o  be  seve ra l  r easons  to .  t t r "  r es i s t l nce :

l )  Housing in the suburbs was t .oo cost ly for many and discr imi-

na t ion  aga ins t  Po les  in  some suburban areas  remained a l i ve  and

6 0
c o n E i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  s i x t i e s . " '

2) The community they had creaEed in their  c i ty neighborhoods was

marked by  an  ins t iEu t iona l  comple teness  tha t  cou ld  no t .  be  read i l y

recons t rucLed.  fo r  f inanc ia l  and cu l tu ra l  reasons .  Thev  had in -

vested too much too recenEly in their  communit ies and they
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found too nuch sat isfact ion in those connunlt ies to give then

up or to al lov others into the area who vould not value or

suppor t  the i r . ins t i tu t ion" .  61

They vieved the Blacks as ad.versarles and as undeslreable

neighbors. The decades of Job compet. i t ion prepared the vay

for these conclusions and. the videly held viev of Black B.res.s

as bl ighted nelghborhoods suffer ing a high cr ime rate and.

conslderable soclal  d. isorganizat ion, conf lrmed. i t .  The Pol_es

had too recent ly escaped from their  ovn poverty and disor-

ganizat ion to.  the seeuri ty and stetus of home or^mership to

take l ight ly the possibi l i ty of  having to cope with such

prob lens .aga in i  The B l -acks  represented . ,  as  no ted  above,  the i r  pas t

coning after them. These feel ings were coupled vi th the

recognit ion that the negat ive percept lon of Btacks by the

dominant society voul"d. lo lrer their  own precs.r ious status i f

they l ived emong B1acks. Free Northern Blacks, as noted above,

had expressed the same feel lngs about integrat ing Ir ish
-  / .

inunigrants into their  neighborhoods before the Civi t  War.o'

FinaIIy,  they saw the Black inf lux nqt only menacing their

connunity,  bu! also their  individual housefrofar.  Very ear1y,

they adopted the language of the threat to property values i f

Blacks moved i i r to the neighborhood..  This was a genuine threat

for peoplg vho vieved home ovnership as the essence of mobi l i ty

and vho concentrated al l  of  their  meager resources to i ts at-

tainment.  t 'Property valuest '  beca.ne the code word, for aI I  of

status, ident i tXr as vel1 as monetary consid.erat ions with vhich

possesions of property and. home vas invested.. '63

l+)
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As the Poles were among the least l ikely to move, they vacated l i t t le

property that Blacks could take up and when property or rentals becere

avai lable, they did nof,  rent or seI1 to then. .Violence vas rare except

vhen Black tenants or ol'ners jturped. into the midst of a vhite neighborhood.

The gradual progression block by block as the. overcrovd.ed. Btack corunul i ty expanded

u/as  no t  usua l ly  rne t  by  v io lence.  Arno ld  H i rschrs  s tudy  o f  rac ia l  hous ing

rlots in Chicago betveeh 19\O and 1"960 notes that the Poles forrned only

about B/" of  the vhi te r ioters in al t  of  the disturbances. fhe Calunet

Park r iot  of  1957 had.the largest Pol- ish-Anerican part ic ipat ion: f6,L+%

of the r ioters. The group most l ikeIy to be involved in the violence

vere Chicagors f i r ish who comprised. over IB% of the r ioters in al l  d is-

turbances. Thus, in spl te of their  opposit ion to the movement of Blacks

and their  c loser proxlmity to Blacks than any other ethnic group, they

did not as often engage ln violence to resist  Black encroachments as did

other groups such as the fr ish or Anglo-Saxons. 64 The insistence of

Pol ish Americans on maintaining their  neighborhoods has meant that at

tines the Black tide fl-oved. around. then, to newer and rnore d.esireable

housing, leavlng Pol ish areas such as the ei ty of Hamtramck as white is lands

in  B lack  inner  c i t ies  by  the  n ine teen sevent ies .  
.

The 19h2 SoJouner Truth disturbance in Detroi t ,  one of the earl iest

and. as yet unstudied. confrontat ions betveen Blacks and Po1es over housing,

contalns in nicrocosm al l  of  the elements of the r ivalry.  The beginning of

war product ion in 19\O st imul-ated by the war i 'n Europe speeded up the aI-

ready strong t ide of Black migrat ion to Detroi t .  The Blacks escaping from

the oppression condlt idns of rural  poverty and Jin Crow lavs came to

Detroi t ,  a ci ty with a long standing labor surplus, to f ind vork. Their

presence increased. the cornpet l t lon for Jobs vi th a largely working class,
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PoI ish comnunity Just recovering fron the d.epression, and increased the

pressure on housing. To al leviate the problem i t  vas decided to bui1d. a

hous ing  proJec t  fo r  B lbck  vork ing  c lass  fnmi l les .  The s i te  chosen vas  in

the nidst of  the nevest Po1ish working class neighborhoo{ &n area bounded

by th ree  Po l ish  par lshes .  The cho ice  was a  s lgn l f i can t -one in  a  c i ty  in

vhich ant i-Pol ish preJudice end discr irninat ion vas deeper and more per-

vasive than in any other large ind.ustr iat  c i ty.65 I t  put the undesire-

able Bls,cks away from the higher prestige ethnic groups and among another

very lov status group.,  and i t  insured, wit t ingly or unvi t t ingly,  that the

tvo groups conpet ing for industr ial  Jobs would also be competing for

neighborhoods. The result  vas confrontat ion and violence before Black

workers and their  far i l les moved. in under Pol ice protect ion at the end of

a a

t r Ia rch ,  19 !2 .  " "

The r iot  over the housing proJect vhich took place over the weekend.

of February Z]- l t larch 1ca:ne at a part icular ly d. i f f icul t  t ime in Detroi t .

More than 250r000 vere unemployed as the factor ies ended civi l ian auto

prod.uct ion and began to svi tch over to war product ion. I lany feared that

their  Jobs would be lost permanently as some corporat ions geared up for

var prod.uct ion elsewhere. The Pol ish comnunity vas deeply upset t 'y the

unemployment of so nany of its members and the plight of the Jobless and

the dire economie news d.ominated. the front pages of PoI ish newspapers.

Under these circumstances the SoJouner Truth Affalr  provided the t inder

fo r  a  f la re  up  o f . rac ia l  v io l "nce .  
67

The meetings in the Pol ish conmunity during thls affair  centered

on two topics: the prbblerns of the unenployed and the movenent of

B lacks  in to  the  Hous ing  ProJec t .  The d iscuss ion ,  in  some cases ,  o f  bo th

problens together highl iehted the t ie between the two. One Pol ish
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vorker stltnmed. up the fears of a Pol-ish cornmunity Just eraerging out of the

greatest depression in modern t ines and faclng massive unenployment

again vhen he told the'audlence at one meeting:

The nelghborhood. is a new one anl.  the resid.ents of the neighborhood
are pr irnar l ly workers who labored hard for the money they invested
in their  homes. The movement of negroes into this neighborhood
would lower the value of the possessions- 'of  these poor vorkers
after which woulcl  come lmpoverishment.  68

The nost thorough analysis of the affair  vas done in a ser ies of

secret reports by the Off ice of Facts and Figures (Off) .  They concluded

tha t  the  "conf l i c t  cou ld .  be t te r  be  ca l Ied .  a  Po l ish-Negro  conf t l c t . . . than

a Black-white confr lct ."  The struggle over the housing was in the eyes

of the government analysts merely a cont inuat ion of the struggle over

Jobs betveen Poles and Blacks. rn Detrol t  "even during the lush pre-

var boomtrtheretthave never been enough Jobs to go around. ' f  so that Pol ish

and Bl-ack vorkers t td.ue to the competi t ive set-upr. . .compete with each

other  fo r  Jobs . r '  The f igh t  over  the  tnus ing  proJec t  came because these

two groups d.ared not vent their  anger and resentnent " for the inJust ice

and oppression t ' they have suffered. t 'against 
the authors of their  miservr l

and have so turned. against each other.  69

The SoJourner Truth affair  d.emonstrated graphical ly that the conf l ict

over housing could not .be separated. fron the Job competi t ion. I t  was in

many ways the prototype of the post-World War I I  confrontat iorrs over

hous. ing. Perhaps the only dl f ference in the later conf l icts was that the

economic and employment anxiet ies of the Poles were nore hid.den and di f fuse.

The Pol ish react ion to Blacks noving into their  resid.ent ial  areas vas thus

& very eomplex one. f t '  vas born, on the one hand, out of  the posit ive

d.esires to maintain Pol ish neighborhoods and inst i tut ions and, on the

other hand., the dark fears vhich sprang from a Junble of anger and.
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frustrat ion over discr ininat ion and Joblessness and anxiet. ies over status and

securi ty,  al l  aggravated. by the searing experience of the depression.

Frank Besag, wrl t ing of the racial  problems of Buffalo ln 1967, says:

There are almost certainly individuals of Pol ish bir th vho
remember l iv ing, qui te l i teral ly,  in a barracks because no other
housing was avai lable to them. These are nen of Pol ish bir th vho
remember that they were enployed because'they were wi l l ing to vork
for less than Germans, ant l  who see or feel  the threat of the l iegro
q u i t e  c l e a r l Y . 7 0

The last and latest arena of B1ack-Pol ish r lvaIry is pol i t ics.  As

noted abovg the tvo groups had been pol i t ical  opponents since their  f i rst

days in the Aneric"n bi ty.  The Blacks adhered to the Republ ican Party

after emancipat ion because i t  was the party of their  f reedon and of

Lincoln. The Po1es, along with other Cathol ic inmigrants, gravi tated

tovarcl  the Deniocrat ic Party.  They sav the Fepubl icans as the Protestant,

ant i - inn, igrant,  prohibi t ionist  party of farmers and industr ial ists.

The Poles, thus, f rom the beginning viewed the Blacks not Just as

pol l t icaI opponents, but aLso as the tools and aLl ies of the vealthy men

who dorninated the Republican party and. the great ind.ustrial concerns vhich

sweated. their  labor.  This,  of  course, supplementecl  their  inage as

str ikebreakers. As early as 189\,  in the wake of the bloody Pul lnan

str ike, a Pol ish newspaper in Chicago gave i ts readers' the fol lowing

catech ism s ty le  po l i t i ca l  lesson:

For vhom should the Poles vote?

. For the Democrats
Why should we vote for the Dernocratic Party?

Because. in  rea l i t y  i t  i s  the  par ty  o f  the  peop le  and i t  s tands
for frged.on

Who are the true fr iends of the Working Peop1e?

The Democrats
Who are rebtraining mi l l ionaires and. exploi ters?

The Democrats
Who cond.emns Pull:nan so severely?

The Democrats
Who condemns the evil APA?

The Denocrats
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Who are ruining and endangering the eountry?
The Republ icans

Are there any Pol ish candldates on the Republ ican Tlcket?
No, there are none.

why?

Beeause vhen a Pole attempted to run for county cornrnissioner
the Republ-icans put a Negro on their Bal1ot.

Therefore Iet  the Negroes vote for then.
And. vho efse?

7 L
tne tutrn&ns.

The Blacks, in turn, vi.elred the imnigrants in the Denocratic Party as

the frlends and supporters of slavery in the days before the Civil l lar

and after i t  as the associates and ignorant tools of the corrupt and

7 )
oppressive racist  pot i t ic ians of the Jim Crow South./  

z

Their  posi t ions in the oppossdng camps of America^n party pol l t ies

ini t ia l ly meant l i t t le inerease in fr ict ion betveen the two groups

because politlcal inter.est vas largely marginal for cornrnunities as poor

and uneducated as Foles and Blacks. Comparat ively fev Poles or Blacks

ran for pol i t ical  of f ice and as a result  they did. not confront each

during pol i t ical  contests.  The few attenpts to win the votes of the

immigrants by appeal ing to Ant i ' l legro sent inents fel l  on infert i le ground..

Kantowicz in his study 6f Pol- ish-Arnerican pol i t ics ln Chicago notes that

in the 192T ca.mpaign "the racial  lssue fai led to str ike f i "re".  There

is no record of any successfuf appeal to Pol- ish.qmericar i  voters vhich at-

tempEed to explol t  racial  animoslty between then and Blacks d.ur ing this

-1 
1

n c r i  n r l  t  J
l r E I  r v s .

The rank and. f i le df tne tvo ethnic groups vere d.ravn lnto American

pol i t ics by the l .p"u". i .on of L929 and i ts afternath. The Poles beca.ne

an iroportant elernent of.Frankl in D. Rooseveltrs Nev Deal Coal i t ion in

1932. In the 1935 nat ional elect ions Po1ish American'rvoters turned out

in record numbers to vote for the Denocratic party. The seme year rnarked,
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the shi f t  of  the BLack Masses and thelr  lead.ers away fron the Republ ican

to the Democrat ic Party.  The noninal opposit ion of the past vas replaced

by nutual cooperat ion Ln a pol l t ical  coal i t lon vhose purpose was to

pronote pol ic ies to end the depresslon, rel ieve poverty and improve

the lot  of  the vorking c1ass. The coal i t ion vas buttressed in the

nineteen fort ies by the eonmon interest in the groving union no.renent.  74

Although Po1es had elected a fev members of their  group to local,  state

and federal  of f ices before the l -930rs, Polonia d. id.  not acquire a sig-

ni f icant number of inportant of f ice holders unt i l  the New Deal Denocrat ic

sweep. I t  was largely a victory of an emerging second. generat ion which

had by the thir t ies and fort ies the necessary educat ion

and. skills and an emergent mass voting base to vhich they cou1d. turn

for support .

After the second l , lor ld War, Blacks in northern ci t ies also began

to vote in larger numbers and to seek more pol i t ical  recognit ion. Black

pol i t ical  awareness vas heightened by the great Civi l  r lghts novement

which began ln the South in the nineteen f i f t ies. This dr ive for

political power put them into conpetition vith the Poles and the Derno-

crat ic Party became the arena for this third qrea of conf l- ict  betveen

the tvo groups

The fact that the struggle vas largely fought vithin the party

tenpered the r ivalry.  l ' , le i ther side could al lol , r  the break t .o become

total  because each.needed. the othefs support  to vin electoral  v ictor ies

over the Republ icans and both groups shared common interests in progressive

pol i t ical  progra.rns. N€vertheless,to control  power and patronage and. to

nominate their  members for of f ice each group had. to f ight the pol i t ieal

ad.vancement of the other. .  As the Poles had establ lshed thenselves in
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pol i t ical  pover a generat ion before the Blacks, this meant that they had. to

el ininate the Poles from Party and elect ive off ices in working class

d.lstricts n.nd. from control of powerful

quasi-pol i t lcal  organizat ions such as pol i t ical  c l ,ubs and union locals.

The struggle vas inevi table because they l ived in the sFme areas, used.

the same agencies for political advancement and patronage and, sought the

same e lec tora l  p r izes .75

The surpr ls ing pol l t icaI suecess of the Bl"acks in the sixt ies again,

as in Jobs and housing, rapidly overtook the Po1es Just as they vere achieving

the i r  ovn  success .  rn  Det ro i t ,  the  f i rs t 'po l i sh-Aner iean maJor  vas

succeed.ed. after one term by a Black riaJor of a city that had gone fron

l..:X, to over 50% Black in Less than three quarters of a century. rn nany

ares's,  B1acks vere able to muster the support  of  the niddle cl-ass l iberals

of the Denocrat ic Party against Pol ish-Anerican pol i t ic ians who were

branded corrupt pol i t ic ians and. racists.  They tapped the reform urge

and combined. it vith the d.estre of many white liberals to assuage guilty

consciences for the past t reatnent of Blacks. 
76

fn spi te of the more than three quarters of a eentury of cornpet i t ion

over Jobs and housing and the nore recent str iggle for lover and posit ion

within the Democrat ic Party,  the vast naJori ty of Pol" ish Americans did

not move into an ant i-Black vot ing posit ion nor did they Join the r ight

ving coal i t ion which apposed. advancement in civ i l  r ights for Btack peopteTT

Furthernore, despi le i teir  r ivalry with the B1acks and their  perceived

in te res ts ,  Ehey  cor rs is ten t . Iy  took

pos i t ions  on  most  rac ia l  l ssues  a t

than Protestant Americans of l lest

least as Liberal  i f  not more l iberal

European Ancestry.  
78
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The , l ong  compe t i t i on  be tween  Po l i sh  Amer j - cans  and  B lacks ,  t ook  on  a

new cha rac te r  and  comp lex i t y  i n  t he  n ine teen  s i xE ies  as  t he  sou the rn  c i v i l

r i gh t s  campa ign  aga . i ns t  l ega l  seg rega t i on  sh i f t ed  t o  No r the rn  I ndus t r i a l

a reas .  La rge l y  i gno red  i n  che  pas t ) t he  r i va l r y  beeame a  ma t te r  o f  i n tense

pub l i c  l n te res t  and  med ia  sc ru t i ny .  The i r  a t t emp ts  t o  ma in ta in  t he i r  ne igh -

borhoods against  Blacks created a new publ ic  image of  the immigrant ,  and

h i s  ch i l d ren  as  Ehe  "ha rd -ha t  eEhn ic  rac i s t s i l  who  rde re  t he  ma in  ba r r i e r

t o  equa l i t y  f o r  A f ro -Amer i cans .  The  con f ronEa t i on  be tween  Po l i sh  Amer i cans

and  B lacks  was  reduced  i n  t he  pub l i c  m ind  essen t i a l l y  t o  a  s t rugg le  ove r

hous ing .  The  o the r  aspec ts  o f  t he  compe t i t i on  we re  i gno red .  Po l i sh

Amer i cans  and  o the r  eEhn ics  now seen . "  
"a r "a ,  

wo rse  than  t . he  mos t  t e r r i b l e

o f  t he  Ang lo -Saxon  Sou the rn  rac i s t s  became the  scapegoa ts  f o r  Amer i can  rac ia l

p rob lems  tha t  t hey  had .  l i t t l e  t o  do  w i th  c rea t i ng .  A t  t he  same t ime ,  du r i ng

tha t  t r auma t i c  pe r i od ;  i n  whaE  was  an  ex tens ion  o f  t he  v i ew  o f  t hem as  rac i s t s ,

t hey  we re  a l so  t agged  i n  t he  pub l i c  m ind  as  t he  ma jo r  suppo r te rs  o f  t he  War

] . n  v teEnam.

Because they  were  Ehe h is to r ic  compet iEors  o f  the  B lacks  fo r  jobs ,

hous ing  and s ta tusrPo l ish  Amer icans  there fore  were  por t rayed in  the  popu lar

media as the mainstays of an emerging i-rrat ional ly ant i -Black, ant i -pro-

gress ive  mi l l i ta r i s t i c  vo t ing  coa l i t ion  an i  r /e re  so 'seen by  a  s ign i f i canr

proporE lon  o f  the i r  fe l low c i t i zens .  Such a  v iew o f  them and o ther  Eas tern

and Southern  European Ethr r i c  g , roups  was c lear ly  expressed,  fo r  example ,  in

the  ser ies  o f  very  popu lar  and in f luent ia l .books  on  U.S.  Pres ident ia l  Campaigns

wr i t t .en  by  au thor  and te lev is ion  cornnenta tor ,  Theodore  Whi te .  On the  1964

campaign ,  he  wro te : .

Wal lace astounded. pol i t ical  observors not so much by the
percentage o f  vo tes  he  couId  draw fo r  s imp le  b lgo t ry . . .as
by the groups from vhom he d.rev his votes. For he demon-
strated pragmatical ly and for the f i rst  t iure the fear that
vh i te  work ing  c lass  Amer icans  have o f  Negroes .  Tn  Wiscons in
he scored. heav-i ly in the predoninant ly I tal ian, Pol ish, and
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serh-work i r8  c lass  ne ighborhoods. . .Desp i te  a l l  the  in f luences

of  the  med ia ,  a1 I  the  pressure  o f  the i r  labor  lead.ers ,  a l l

the blunders and 
incompetence 

of the Wal lace campaign, they

had vo ted  rac i .s t . " '

Analyses sueh as Whiters were not only l rrong but dangerous because

the image they proJected of Pol ish Amerlcans reinfocced earl ier negat ive

stereotypes and conf irmed. theprejudiced views .many already held. of  then.

Although they got vir tual ly no exposure in the popular nedia, al l  of  the ser ious

s tud ies  o f  the  vo t ing  s ta t i s t i cs  and pub l ic  op in ion  po l l s  fa i led  to

unearth any stron6 support  among Pol ish Anericans for Wal lace or other

cand ida tes  whose maJor  appea l  was  rac ia l  b igo t ry .  In  fac t ,  I r l i chae1 Rog inrs

study of theWisconsin vote to which I '1r.  Wh,i te appealed. to deraonstrate

h is  po in t ,  ind ica ted  the  oppos i te .  Po l i sh  Aner icans  were  Lhe leas t  l i ke ly  o f

any  wh i t ,e  e thn ic  g roup to  vo te  fo r  l {a l lace  in  I ' l i scons in .  T l ie  p ro f i le  o f

Lhe typ ica l  anEi -wa l1ace vo ter  rn ras  work ing  c lass ,  u rban,  Catho l i c  anc l

PoI ish  A*" ,  i .o , r .  
8  I

Thomas Pett igrew's study of the Wal lace vote in Gary, Ind. iana con-

cluded that if any members of an ethnic group voted. for Wallace it vas

1ike1y to be those vho were try ing to seperate themselves from their

ethnic conmunity and become Americanized and assimi lated. Pol- ish Americans

vho were only nominal.  members of the Pol ish American cognnunity,  vho had

no Po1ish Anerican fr iends and vho did. not maintain t ies vi th any ethnic

inst i tut ions were twice as l ikeIy to vote for l la l laee as other Pol ish

Amer icans . l ie speculated that these peoplq,,  al- ienated from their

comnunity and trylng to integrate themselves into a new one.,suffered"

the most status anxiet ies and vere nrost l ikely to ad'opt negat ive

American racial  at t i t . -d". .  Pett igrev concluded as a result  of  his stud,y

c  phenomenon.  "82  on
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the whole, therefore, i t  appears that Pol ish A.merican voters have not

usual ly responded to blatant racial  appeals for their  votes ln spi te

of the histor i i  r ivalry between them and Blacks.

The t ight,  inst i tut ional ly complete ethnic neighborhoods bui l t  by

PoIish Americans and the histor ic r ivalry betveen them and Blacks

reduced. consid.erably th.e possibi l i ty of  much casual social  interact ion

between members of the two groups. Yet there are many instanceS in which

Blacks and Poles vorked and l- ived together in peace and cooperat ion.

Vir tual ly al l  Pot ish neighborhood.s had Blacks vho l ived in them or r .rho

vorked. as mai lmen, Pol icemen, Professionals or Publ ic servants vi thin

them. Bl"ack laryers and dent ists often found. the nost acceptance out-

6 ^

side their  ovrr neighborhoods in Pol ish innigrant areas. 
oJ 

Many of

these B1acks as wel l  as others vho vorked vi th Poles also learned to

speak Pol ish. Stenley Nowak vho organized for the United Auto Workers

repor ts  tha t  Po l i sh  speak ing  B lacks  vere  s ign i f i can t  in  e f fec t ing

al l iances betveen Pol ish and Black workers that vere i roportant for the

ur t ina te  success  o f  un ion i r " t ion .BL-  rn  tu rn ,  uu ion

organizers al-so reported. that Po1es were often the key to organi2ing Black

workers  in  n ine teen th i r t ies  and fo r t ies .  Because they 'worked c lose ly  w i th

B lacks  in  the  leas t  d .es i rab le  Jobs ,  they  go t  to  knov  them ve l l  and vere

able to ident i fy the most inf luent ial  naturaf l -eaders ernong the Black

, A C
workers i" /  The att i tudes born in the organizi .ng dr ives appear to cont inue

to hold arnong Poles and Blacks act ive in unions and in spi te of f r ict ion

that ref lect d i f fe r ing  in te res ts ,  the i r  re la t ionsh ips  have remained

harmonious and. coooerat i l ru.85
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Despite the batt le over neighborhood.s, Poles and Blacks l iv ing together

hsys rrsual ly rnatraged crr a personal level to achieve tolerable and fr lendly

relat lons. One unpubl ished study has concludEd that Blacks l iv ing in

PoI ish areas have reported good relat ions w'"th their  PoI ish neighbors and

R'I
show surpr is ing  good fee l ings  toward  thenn. " '  B lack  s tudents  a re  en ter ing

urban paroch ia l  schoo ls  a t  a  repor ted  ra te  o f  l -00r000 a  year . in  Nor thern

industr ial  c i t ies. I ' fany of these are PoLish parochial  schooLs and the

sight of  Bl-ack chi ldren in Krakowia.n costumes or in classes in Pol ish

a a
language, l i terature and history are no longer rare." Michael Nowak

and Paul Wrobel insist  that Pol ish Americahs are wi l l - ing to aecept working

class and niddle cl-ass Blacks in their  schools and neighborhood.s

but that they fear the crirne and bllght that wouLd

a.ccompany lower class Blacks. Wrobel c i tes evid.ence that Blacks who

are perceived. as vorking hard and naintaining their  homes and shering,

with their  PoI ish neighbors yalues bui l t  around a strong fa:r i Iy are accept-

ed  w i thout  d i f f i cu l ty  in  Po l i sh  
" t " " . .89

In  the  n ine teen sevent ies  in  a .number  o f  c i t ies  such as  Det ro i t  and

Buffalo, B1ack-Pol ish neighborhood groups began to emerge based on the

need. t ' to cooperate in comnon stru5Sglet '  for better neighborhoods and educa-

ion for al l  the people and to conbat cr ine and negle"t .9o The noving force

in  c rea t ing  the  f i rs t  such an  a f l iance was the  Po l ish  Pr ies ts r  Conference

of  Det ro i t .g l  In  p rac t ica l  ac t ion ,  these groups  concent ra ted  heav i l y  on

re l iev ing  the  prob lems 'o f  o lder  inner  c i ty  ne ighborhoods.  A t  the  sane t i re ,

however,  they also carr ied on an educat ional progran to acquaint each

group vi th the history bf tne other.  They held l , lart in Luther King Dinners,

p rogreJns  dea l ing  w i th  Koscu iszko fs  w i l l ,  s l ide  and mov ie  p resenta t lons  on

Poland. and exhibi ts of folk and handicraft  mater iatr .92
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They also became the moclel  for Black-I tal ian groups in other ci t ies.93

With the decline of .interest and funding for urban probl-ems by the nicl-

sevent ies and uncertai f : ty in some of these groups r,rhether their  purposes

vere to irnprove relations between individuals or to effect a political

.  n l .

coal i t lon, thegroups began to decl ine.v+ Most are now dormant.  They

have lef t  however,  a legacy of good. vi I I  and a history of cooperat ion

that will continue to be of value in pronoting better relb.tions between the

tvo ethnic groups.

The competi t ion for Jobs, homes, pol i t ical  power and status betveen

Poles and Blacks renains, if in forts different fron their original

manifestat ion and this r ivalry cont inues to be governed. by pol i t ical ,

social and econornic forces beyond the control of either conmunity.

However,  the nemory of 'cooperat ion of the Bl-ack-Pol ish groups and the

increasing personal contacts betveen the two groups represents a hope

that the histor ic r ivalry wi l l  not ever be as intense and as tragic in

the future as it vas in the past and. that Polish Arnericans and, Blacks

can, in spi te of their  d. i f ferences seek common solut ions to the social

and econonic problerns they face.
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Jacobson  (ed . ) ,  The  Negro  and  The  Amer i can  Labo r  I ' l ovemen t  (New York :  Ancho r -

D o u b l e d a y ,  l 9 6 8 )  2 7 - 4 8 .  B i s h o p  C a r e y  s u m m e d  u p  t h e  p r o - c a p i t a l i s t  v i e w  i n

1 9 2 4  r " h e n  h e  w r o t e :  " L b e l i e v e  L h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s E  o f  n r y  p c o p l e  l i e s  w i t h  t h e

w e a l t h  o f  t h e  n a t . i o n  a n d  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s  o f  w h i t e  p e o p l e  r . / h o  c o n t r o l  i ! . "

O the rs  such  as  Ke l l y  and  Garvey  fea red  the  l ong - te rm consequences  o f  such  an

a l l i a n c e  b u t  s a w  n c -  a l t e r n a t i v e .  S e e :  S p e r o  a n d  H a r r i s ,  1 3 3 - 1 3 6 .

l 1' "The  
bes t  s tudy  o f  p re -C iv i l  t { a r  an t i - immig ran r  f ee l i ng  by  B lacks  i s

J a y  R u b i n ,  " B l a c k  N a t i v i s m :  T h e  E u r o p e a n  I m m i g r a n t  i n  N e g r o  T h o u g h t , "

Phy lon ,  K \ , \ IX ,  No .  3 I  ( ' Fa11 ,  l 978 )  I g3 -202 .  See :  Hand l i n ,  206 .

l 4 o a v i d  
H e l l w i g ,  " T h e  A f r o - A m e r i c a n  a n d  t h e  I m m i g r a n t  t B 8 0 - 1 9 3 0 .  " D i s s e r -

t a t i on  Sy racuse  Un ive rs i t y  1973 ;  John  H igham,  Send  These  To  l l e  (Ne rv  Yo rk :

A n t h e n e u m ,  1 9 7 6 )  1 0 3 .  G i l b e r t  0 s o f s k y ,  H a r l e m :  I ' h c  l l a k i r r g  o f  a  G h c t r o - N e g r o

N e r v  Y o r k  I 8 9 0 - 1 9 3 0  ( N e r J  Y o r k :  O x f o r d  U n i v e f . s l t y  l r e s s ,  l 9 7 l )  1 9 6 - 1 9 8 .



1 5 S " "  ! h e  a n t i - C a E h o l i c ,  a n t i - I r i s h  r e m a r k s  r r f  J a m e s
F r e d e r i c k  D o u g l a s s  q u o t e d  i n  R u b i n ,  1 9 3 , I 9 6 .  R h b i n  f e e l s

i sm p layed  a  re la t i ve l y  sma l l  r o l e  i n  t he  deve lopmen t  o f

n a  t i v i s m .

I l cCune  Sn i t h  and

t h a t  a n t i - C a E l r o l i c -

an te -be11um B l ; r ck

1 6 -- " I t  
i s ,  o I  cou rse ' ,  d i f f i cu l t  t o  de te rm i r i e  i n  wha t  ways  and  how much

immig ran t  wo rke rs  p ro f i t ed  by  Amer i can  rac i sm.  The  economic  impor tance  o f
r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a  l o n g  a n d  c o m p l e x  d e b a t e  a m o n g
h i s t o r i a n s ,  e c o n o m i s t s ,  a n d  s o c i o l o g i s t s .  l " l o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  P r o f e s s o r  A l b e r t
Szymansk i  o f  t he  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  O regon ,  w r i t i ng .  f r on t  a  l ' l a r x i s t  pe rspec t i ve ,

has  a rgued  tha t  wh i t e  wo rke rs  a re  i n  abso lu te  t e rms  u l t i r na te l y  d i sadvan taged
b y  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  I n  h i s  v i e w :

rac ia l  an tagon i sns  cause  wh i te  and  b lack  wo rke rs  t o
f i g h c  e a c l i  o t h e r  t o  t h e  m u t u a l  d e t e r m e n t  o f  b o t i r .

The  somewha t  be t te r  j obs  and  wages  o f  wh i t e  wo rke rs

a re  no t .  enough  to  n r ,ake  up  f  o r  wha t  t hey  l ose  because

o f  l ack  o f  s .o l i da r i t y  w i t h  B lack  wo rke rs .

A .  S  zymansk i ,  "Rac ia l  D i sc r im ina t i on  anc l  l r r h i t e  Ga in ,  "  Am, l r i can  Soc io log i ca l
R e v i e w ,  4 L  ( J u n e ,  1 9 7 6 )  4 0 5 .  F o r  a  s u n u n a r y  o f  t h e  d e b a t e  a n d  a  c r i t i q u e  o f
Sz ; ' r n " t t "O  

'  t  

"  
t hes i s ,  see :  Pau l  R iedese l ,  "Rac ia l  D i sc rm ina t i on  and  I . l h i t e

E c o n o m i c  B e r r e f i t s , "  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  Q u a r t e r l y ,  6 0 ,  N o .  1  ( J u n e ,  1 9 7 9 )  l z r - L 2 9 .
F o r  S z y m a n s k i t s  a n s w e r  s e e :  " R e p l y  t o  R i e d e s e l , "  i b i d ,  1 3 0 - 1 3 4 .  I n  c a l -
c u l a t i n g  t h e  d i s c r i m i n a E i o n  s u f f e r e d  b y  P o l e s  a n d  I t a l i a n s  i n  t h e  U . S . ,
And rew  Gree ley  has  es t lma ted  i t  aE  abou t  407 .  o f .  t ha t  i n f l i c t ed  on  B lack
A m e r i c a n s .  S e e :  A .  G r e e l e y ,  A n  U g l y  L i t t l e  S e c r e t :  A n t i - C a t h o l i c i s m  i n
Nor t l r  A rne r i ca  (Kansas  C i t y :  Sheed ,  And rews  &  I ' I c  l l ee l ,  l 97 l )  77  .  Fo r  a
d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s ,  s e e  h i s  E t h n i c i t v ,  D e n o m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  I n e q r - r a l i t v  ( l i e v e r l y

H i l l s :  S a g e  P r e s s ,  L 9 7 6 ) .

I 7 A 1 l " n  S p e a r '  B l a c k  C h i c a g o  ( C h i c a g o :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  P r e s s ,

1969 )  29 -36 .  I n  some  cases ,  ho l veve r ,  S lav i c  and  Sou the rn  Eu ropean  immi -
g r a ; r E s  d i d  d i s p l a c e  B l a c k  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r s  i n  s u c h  i n d u s t r i e s  a s  s E e e l .
F o r  a  s p e c i f i c  c a s e ,  s e e :  J o h n  B o d n a r ,  " T h e  I m p a c t  o f  l h e r N e w  I m m i g r a t i o n r
o n  t h e  B l a c k  l , I o r k e r :  S t e e l t o n ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  f B 8 0 - 1 9 2 0 r "  L a b o r  H i s t o r y ,

X V I I ,  N o .  2  ( S p r i n g ,  I 9 1 6 )  2 L 4 - 2 2 9 .

I RroDav i c l  
Ka tznnn  fee l s  t ha t  on  the  who le  t he re  

" r "  
i l t t l e  compe t i t i on

be tween  B lack  and  Po l i sh  immig ran t  wonen  fo r  domes t i c  wo rk  as  t he  n tunbe r  o f

P o l i s h  w o m e n  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h i s  k i n d  o f  w o r k  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l .  T h e  1 9 0 0

U . S .  C e n s u s  n o t e d  t l i a t  2 8 , 4 %  o f .  t h e  P o l i s h  w o m e n  e m p l o y e d  w o r k e d  a s  d o m e s t . i c s

o r  l a u n d r e s s e s  i n  h o m e s ,  A b o u t  I 2 7 .  o f .  a l l  P o l i s h  w o m e n  w e r e  l i s t e d  a s

e m p l o y e r J  i n  a r r y  w o r k .  S o  o n l y  a b o u t  3 . 5 i (  o f  P o l i s h  w o m e n  l v o r k e d  a s  d o m e s t i c s .

A  s u r v e y  i n  P a s s a i c ,  l l . J .  i n  1 9 2 0  s h o w e d  t h a t . P o l i s h  b o r n  w o m e n  c o m p r i s e d

o n l y  0 . 3 7  o f  t . h e  d o n r e s t i c s  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  e t h n i c  g r o u p s

in  t he  fema le  wo rk  f o r ce .  The  f i gu res  f o r  second  gene ra t i on  women  a re  even

lo t ve r .  So  w t r i l e  t he re  may  have  been  some compe t i t i on  i n  l aund r i es  and  i n

c o m n e r c i a l  c l e a n i n g  a n d  j a n i t o r i a l  w o r k ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  l i t t l e

i n  d o m e s t i c  w o r k .  T h e ' n n ' i  o r  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  b e t w e e n  I r i s h  a n d  B l a c k  w o m e n .

D a v i d  K a t z m a n ,  S e v e n  D a y s  a  W e e k :  l ' J o m e n  a n d  D o m e s t i c  S e r v i c e  I n l n d u s t r i a l i z i n
A m e r i c a  ( N e w  Y o r k :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 8 )  6 5 - 9 2 .  L l o m e n ' s  w o r k  m a y-mve  

E -een  even  more  seg rega ted  than  menrs  wo rk  i n  gene ra l ,  so  t he  d i rec t

c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  l e s s .  O n e  h i s t o r i a u  l r a s  a r g u e d ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h a t  f a c t ,  t h a t

h o s t i l i t y  t o  b l a c k s  a s ' r e a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  j o b  c o m p e t i t o r s  w a s  g r e a t e r  a m o n g

w h i t e  w o m e n  t h a n  a m o n g  w h i t e  m e n .  S e e :  l l e n r i ,  1 4 0 - 1 4 1 .

l q  :
" D a v i d  K a E z n r a n ,  I J e f o r e  t h e _ G h e t t o :  B l a c k  D e t r o i t  i n _  t h e  N i n e I e e t t t h  C e n t u r v

( U r b a n a :  U n i v e r s i r y  o f . I l l i n o i s  p r e s s ,  1 9 7 3 )  L Z } - | Z Z .



a

20^,- "The  
i nun ig ran [s  we re  o f  t en  no t  acco rded  f  u l l  s ta tus  as  "wh i t e .  "  I . l h i t e

i m p l i e d  a  s u p e r i o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  t h a t  " h u n k i e s "  d i d  n o t  h a v e .  I t  \ , / a s  c u s t o m -

a ry  t o  speak  o f  "wh i t e  men  and  hunk ies . "  Even  B lacks  we re  aware  o f  t he  d i s -
t i n c t i o n .  S e e  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  " c o l o r e d "  w h i t e  w a s h e r  t o  a  D e t r o i t  N e r v s

repo r te r  i n  1891 .  " i ' l any  r v i t e  man  i n  t he  bus iness?  No ,  de re t r  
"o l i t "  

no " .

D e r e t s  s o m e  P o l o c k s ,  b u E  d e y  a i n t E  w i t e  m e n ,  y o u  k n o w .  H a ,  h a ,  h a . "

i b i d ,  1 6 6 .

2 l l t " l l r i . ,  
Ho l l i  i n  h i s  s tudy  o f  De t ro i t  i n  t l r e  e igh teen  n ine t . i es ,  no tes

t h a l  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  g r e a t .  d e ' p r e s s i o n  o f  t h a E  d e c a d e ,  g a n g s

o f  P o l i s h  w o r k e r s  a t t a c k e d  a n d  d r o v e  o f f  g r o u p s  o f  I t a l i a n  w o r k e r s  a n d  t o o k

o v e r  E . h e i r  w o r k  o n  c o n s  E r u c t - L o n  p r o j  e c t s .  S e e  :  I { .  H o l l i ,  R e f  o r m  i n  D e t r o i t
( N e w  Y o r k :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 )  6 6 - 6 9 .  T h e  j o b  a n d  h o u s i n g

compe t i t i on  be t r veen  Po les  and  Ger rnans  j - n  Bu f fa lo ,  New York ,  r ema ined  i n tense

inEo  the  n ine t .een  fo r t i es  and  a t  t imes  v io lence  th rea tened  to  b reak  ouL

b e t r v e e n  E h e  t w o  c o m m u n i t i e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e  s o u r c e .  T . V .  P u r c e l l  a n d  G . f .

Cavanaugh ,  B lacks  i n  che  Indus t r i a l  l { o r l d  (New York :  The  } - ree  P ress ,  1972 )

r q  l .

? ,  
'

- - D " i " n " i k  
C n i . . g " r H ,  J u L y  2 7 ,  1 8 9 3 .

"f-ba-d"., 
February 15, 1905 .

240 . ,  
t h i s  i nc iden t ,  see  my  a r t i c l e ,  "The  CompeE i t i on  f o r  Jobs  and  Rac ia l

S t e r e o t y p e s :  P o l e s  a n d  B l a c k s  i n  C h i c s g o , "  P o l i s h  A n r e r : i c a n  S t u d i e s ,  X X X I I I ,

N o .  2  ( A u r u m n , . 1 9 7 6 )  5 - l B .  A n o t h e r  f a m o u s  s u c h  i n c i d e n t  w h i c h  a l s o  d e s e r v e s

f u r t h e r  s t u d y  i s  t h e  A r g o  C o r n  S t a r c h  C o .  S t r i k e  o n  t h e  e v e  o f  1 9 1 9  R a c e

R i o t  i n  t h e  C h i c a g o  A r e a .  D u r i n g  t h e  s E r i k e  i n  J u 1 y ,  1 9 1 9 ,  f o u r  r v e r e  j : i l 1 e d

and  ove r  20  wounded .  The  v i c t ims  r i / e re  a l l  Po les  and  o the r  S lavs  and  i n -

c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  w o m e n .  S e e :  D z i e n n i k  C h i c a g o s k i ,  J u l y  1 4 ,  I 9 1 9  a n d  J u l y

20 ,  1919 .

25K"ar . r r , ,  
Be fore  the  Ghet to 207 .

) 6- "S8 .  
C la i r  D rake  and  Horace  Cay lon ,  B lack  } l e t ropo l i s  (New York :  Ha r -

c o u r t ,  B r a c e ,  &  C o . ,  1 9 4 5 )  5 3 , 5 8 , 7 6 .

27 Ina " r - "hu rch  
l . l o r l d  l n l ovemen t . ,  The  Conmiss ion  o f  f nqu i r y ,  Repo rE  on

t h e  S t e e l  S t r i k e  o f  l 9 l 9  ( N e w  Y o r k :  I l a r c o u r t ,  B r a c e ,  &  H o r ^ r e ,  1 9 2 0 )  1 7 l - L 7 8 .

F o r  a  c a n d i d  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s r  g r i e v a n c e s ,  s e e  l - 1 9 ,  B 5 - 1 4 3 .  O n e

o f  t he  ma jo r  comp la inE .s  o f  t he  S lavs  o f  who rn  the  Po les  we re  the  l a rgesE ,

g roup  was  e thn i c  d i sc r i r n i na t i on  i n  wages  and  p romoE ions .

'  2 8 D r r k "  
&  C a y t o n ,  

. o p  c i t .  ,  7 7  .

2 9 J o * " "  
S .  O l s o n ,  " O r g a n i z e d  B l a c k  L e a d e r s h i p  a n d  I n d u s E r i a l  U n i o n i s m :

T h e  R a c i a l  R e s p o n s e ,  i 9 3 6 - 1 9 4 5 r "  L a b o r  H i s t o r y ,  X .  N o .  3  ( S u m m e r ,  1 9 6 9 )

4B l -483 .

3oBod . r r t ,  op  c i t .  ,  .  po j -n t s  ou t .  i n  t he  S tee l t on  S tee l  I ndus t r y  t ha t  i r nm i -

g r a n t s  p a s s e d  B l a c k s  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e i r  a v e r a g e  w a g e  a f t e r  1 9 1 5 .  T h e

new B lacks  ruho  came in  du r i ng  t he  wa r  s ta r ted  a t  Lhe  bo t tom o f  t he  t ' r age

sca1e .  Dav id  B rody  i n  h i s  s tudy  o f  t he  mea t  pack ing  i ndus t r y ,  no ted  tha t

i n  1909  the  sma l l  nun rbe r  o f  B lacks  (3 -57 " )  i n  t he  ruo rk  f o r ce  occup ied  a  h ighe r

p o s i t i o n  a n d  r e c e i v e d  h i g h e r  w a g e s  E h a n  P o l e s .  T h e  a v e r a g e  w a g e s  w e r e  $ 2 . 3 5

a  d a y  f o r  n a t i v e  l { h i t e s .  $ 2 . 0 5  a  d a y  f o r  B l a c k s ,  a n d  $ 1 . 7 9  a  d a y  f o r  P o l e s

and  L i t huan ians .  Dav id  B rody ,  The  Bu tchg r  I ' l o r kmen  (Canb r idge ,  l . I ass .  :  Ha r -

v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ) . 8 5 .  R o b e r t  H i g g s ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o m p u t e s  a n  a v e r a g e  w a g e



fo r  I 'o les  engerged in  min iug  and manufac tur ing  in  1909 Ehat  was $ .40  a  r "ee l<

h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e  B l a c k  \ ^ / a g e :  $ 1 1 . 0 6  a  w e e k  f o r  P o l e s  a n d  $ 1 0 . 6 6  f o r

t s 1 a c k s .  R o b e r t  t l i g g s ,  " R a c e ,  S k i 1 1 ,  a n d  E a r n i n g s :  A m e r i c a n  I m m i g r a n E . s  i n

1 9 0 9 , "  T h e  J o u r n a l  o f  E c o n o m i c  l l i s t o r y ,  X X X I '  N o .  2  ( J u n e '  l 9 7 l )  4 2 4 .

3 l T . r t t l u ,  o p  c i t . ' ,  I 3 2 ;  D r a k e  a n d  C a y t o n ,  o p  c i t . ,  1 8 1 - 1 8 2 ;  H e l l w i g ,

o p  c i t .  ,  7 2 - 7 6 .

32 i t "11" ig  
,  76 .

3 3 l r a k u  a n d  C a y t o n ,  o p  c i t . ,  5 7 , 8 3

3 4 T u r t 1 " ,  o p  c i t .  ,  I 3 4 r L 3 l .  T h e  e f f o r t  t o  c r e a E e  m u l t i - r a c i a l  u n i o n s

f  oundered a t  r i -mGs- ls  .a  resu lE  o f  the  cu l ru ra l  and l ingu is t i c  gu l f  thac

s e p a r a t e d  P o l e s  a n d  B l a c k s .  T u t t l e  d e s c r i b e s  o n e  i n c i d e n t  i n  r " h i c h  P o l i s h

w o r k e r s  t r n a [ | e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  p o o r  E n g l i s h  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  ' r f

the  u l io r r  to  a  B lack  worker ,  se ized tha t  man by  h is  a rms and legs  and dragged

h im o f f  to  the  headc luarLers  o f  the  pack ing  house workers r  un ion .

3 5 N n r o d  P o l s k i  ( C h i c a g o )  A u g u s t  6 ,  1 , 9 1 9 .

3 6 T u t t l e ,  o p  c i t . ,  6 0 - 6 1 .  I l a n y  B l a c k  l e a d e r s  a n d  i n E e l l e c t u a l s  w e r e

a w a r e  o f  E h e  h o s t i l i t y a ruused  by  t he  use  o f  B lack  s t r i keb reake rs  and  cua rds
a g a i n s t  i m m i g r a u t s  a n d  a r g u e d  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  p a r t . i c i p a t i o n  i n  s u c h  a c E i v i t i e s

w h i c h  m a d e  t h e r n  t t r e  t o o l  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e r s  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  w h i t e  w o r k e r s .  S e e :
O l s o n ,  4 8 l - 4 9 0 .  T h e  B l a c k  n o v e l i s t  l ^ l i 1 1 i a m  A t t a w a y  w r o t e  a  p o w e r f u l  n o v e 1 ,
B l o o d  o n  t l - r e  l o r g e ,  d e p i c E i n g  t h e  r r a g e d y  o f  p o o r  S o u t h e r n  B l a c k s  u s e d  a s
s t r i k e b r e a l c e r s '  p r o v o c a t e u r s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  a s  t h u g s  a n c i  k i l l e r s  a g a i n s t  S l a v i c
a n d  I E a l i a n  w o r k e r s .  T h e  w o r k  r v a s  i s s u e d  i n  1 9 4 1  j u s t  a s  E h e  b l o o d y  c l r a m a
a t  t h e  F o r d  P l a n t  i n  D e t r o i t  w a s  b e i n g  e n a c E e d .  F o r  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  B l o o c l  o n  t h e

I ' o r8e  and  i t s  l i t e ra ry  and  h i s to r i ca l  impo r tance ,  see :  l . ' hon ras  l l . p i " i Lo " r t  i l -
" B i o g d  o n  E h e  l ' o r g e :  l t s  R e c e p t i o n  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e , "  p u 1 p ,  V ,  N o .  I  ( 1 9 7 9 )
l 5 -  I 6 .

37^  .- '  
TuL  E Ie ,  60 -61  .

3 8 " 2  Z " b t a n i a  o b y w a t e l i  w  T o w n  o f  L a k e r t r f ) z i e n n i k  C f L ' i  c a & o s k i ,  A u g u s E  5 ,
1 9 1 9 .

? o- ' S p e r o  a n d  l { a r r i s ,  2 7 8 .  T u t t l e  n o t e s  t h a t  a b o u L  4 l %  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t s
d u r i n g  t . h e  R a c e  R i o t  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  w h i t e  a r e a  o f  t h e  s t o c k y a r d s  a n d  s u g g e s t s
b y  i m p l i c a t . i o n  t l r a t  g i v e n ,  i n  h i s  v i e w ,  t h e  s t r o n g  P o l i s h  h o s t i l i t y  t o  B l a c k s
b e c a u s e  o f  j o b  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  p l a y e d  a  r o l e  i n  t i r e  r i o t .  T h e
r o l e  o f  I r i s h  g a n g s  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  R e g a n  C o 1 t s ,  i s  w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d l  h o w e v e r ,
t h e r e  i s  n o  s t u d y  o n  t i r e  P o l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  T h e  A u g u s E  4 ,  l 9 l 9  m e e t i n g
a n d  t h e  S p e r o  a n d . l l a r . r i s  o l > s e r v a t i o n  a t  1 e a s t .  r a i s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  e x t e n g
o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a E i o n  o f  P o l i s h  i m m i g r a n t s .

a o n r i u n n l k  C h i " n g o r k i ,  J a n u a r y  5 ,  I g 2 B .

41 - ,
Edward  R .  Kan to rv i cz ,  Po l i sh  Amer i can  Po l i t i c s  i n  Ch i cago  (Ch i cago

U n i v e r s i t y e 6  C h i c a g o  P r e s s ,  I 9 7 5 )  1 4 8 - 1 4 9 .

4 2 5 " "  l e t t e r  o f  A s s i s t a n t  S r a t e  A t t o r n e y ,  F r a n c i s  P e s k a  i n  D z i e n n i k
a l . i ^ ^ ^ ^ . - 1 , . i  T \ ^ ^ ^ * l - ^ -  a  l O a r  ( r ^ ^ .  ^ 1 ^ -  n - i - r -u r r a L d B U p N r .  u c c € f i b e r . 6 ,  1 9 2 1 .  S e e :  G l o s  P o l e k ,  N o v e m b e r  1 7 ,  l 9 l 0  f o r

comrnents  on  t i re  juven i le  de l inquen"y  r ta tGTTcs.



435u" l l  cu l t u ra l  exp lana t i ons ,  wh i l e  use fu l  pe rhaps  i n  g i v i ng  some gene ra l

i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n s  o f  a  g r o u p ,  r e a l l y  e x p l a i n  v e r y
l i L t l e  a n d  i n  a d d i t i o n  a r e  n o t . o r i o u s l y  d i f f i c u l E  t o  p r o v e  o r  d i s p r o v e .

4 4 N i 1 " "  
C a r p e n t e r  L n d  D a n i e l  K a t z ,  " A  S t d d y  o f  A c c u l t u r a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o l i s h

G r o u p  o f  B u f f a l o ,  1 9 2 6 - 1 9 2 8 , "  T i r e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B u f f a l o  S t u d i e s ,  V I I ,  N o .  4
(June,  1929) l2B-L29

45S" "  Edna  Bonac i ch ,  "A  Theo ry  o f  E thn i c  An tagon i sm:  The  Sp l i t  Labo r

I l a r k e t , I '  A m e r i c a n  S o c i o l o g i c a l  R e v i e w , .  3 7  ( O c t o b e r ,  I 9 7 2 )  5 4 7 - 5 5 9 ;  " A b o l i r i o n ,
t h e  E x E e n s i o n  o f  S l a v e r y ,  a n d  t h e  P o s i t i o n  o f  F r e e  B l a c k s :  A  S t u d y  o f  t h e
S p l i t  L a b o r  } l a r k e t  i n  r h e  U n i t e d  S L a t e s  l B 3 0 - 1 8 6 3 . "  A m e r i c a n  J o u r n a l  o f
S o c i o 1 o g y , 8 l ( D e c e n r b e r , l 9 7 5 ) 6 o I - 6 2 8 ; ' ' A d v a n c e d c . f f i l t u

R a c e  R e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S E a t e s :  A  S p l i E  L a b o r  l . l a r k e t  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , "
A m e r i c a n  S o c i o l o g i c a l  R e v i e w ,  4 l  ( I e b r u a r y ,  1 9 7 6 )  3 4 - 5 1 .  S c o t t  C r . r m n i i n g s , " R . -
c i a l  P r e j u d i c e  a n d  P o l i t i c a l  O r i e n t a t i o n s  A m o n g  B l u e - C o l l - a r  l , l o r k e r s ,  "  S o c i a l
S c i e n c e  Q u a r t e r l v ,  5 7  . ( I I a r c h ,  L 9 7 7 )  9 0 7 - 9 2 0 .

4 6 t h .  1 9 8 0  l l i a m i  r i o t s  a l t h o u g h  s e t  o f f  b y  t h e  a p p a r e n t  P o l i c e  m u r d e r  o f
a  B l a c k  i n s u r a n c e  e x e c u t i v e  w e r e  c a u s e d  i n  l a r g e  p a r c  b y  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  f e l t
b y  B l a c k s  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  f o r  j o b s  w i t h  C u b a n  a n d  H a i t i a n  i m m i - g r a n t s  w h o  a r e
f l o o d i n g  t h e  a r e a .  I l i c h a e l  l i a r r i n g t o n r s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h a t  f r u s t r a t i o n  c o u l d
j u s t  a s  e a s i l y  a p p l y  t o  t h e  a n g e r  f e l t  e a r l i e r  b y  B l a c k s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  P o l i s h
c o m p e t i t o r s .  H a r r i n g t o n  w r i t e s :

I  f  l i  t  t  le  l lavana in I ' l iami  is  bet  ter  of  f  than the

B l a c k  G h e t t o ,  i t  r e m a i n s  q u i t e  p o o r .  B u t ,  a s  s o

o f t e n  h a p p e n s  t h e  a n g e r  o f  t h o s e  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  i s

d i r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  n e x t  t o  t h e m ,  w h o  a r e  a b o u t  a s

m i s e r a b l e  a s  t h e y ,  a n d  n o t  t h o s e  a t  t h e  t o p .

I l i c h a e l  H a r r i n g t o n  " A n g r y  B l a c k s  F i g h t  E r o s i o n  o f  6 0 t s  G a i n s "  T h e  | l i n n e a p o l i s
. S t a r ,  I I a y  3 0 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  7 A .  F o r  a n o E h e r  a n a l y s e s  t h a E  s t r e s s  t n "  l o f e - o ? - d t a n -

B l a c k  j o b  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  s e t t i n g  o f f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  s e e  S t e p h a n i e  R u s s e l l  " i i i a r l i
G roups  Su rvey  Damage ,  Con f ron t  Causes , t '  Na t i ona l  Ca tho l i c  Repo r te r ,  l ' I ay  30 ,
1 9 8 0 ,  3 .

4TRona ld  Cohen  and  Raymond  } t oh l ,  "B lacks  l nd  t he  s ' cnoo ts  o f  Ga ry ,  I nc i i ana ,

1 9 0 8 - 1 9 3 0 , ' r  S e x ,  R a c e ,  E E h n i c i t y ,  a n d  E d u c a t i o n .  R e v i e w  J o u r n a l  o f  P h i l o s o p h y

a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e ,  I ,  N o .  l - 2  ( 1 9 7 7 )  1 6 4 .  0 n  t h e  s e p e r a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  b y

r a c e  a n d  e t h n i c i t y  s e e  a l s o  1 7 0 - 1 7 2 .

, 4 8 S t " f u n  N e s t e r o w i c z  " N o t a E k i  z  p o d r o z y  p o  p o l n o c n e j  i  s r o d k o w e j

Ameryce "  ( t l o te  on  T rave l s  t h rough  Nor the rn  and  Cen t ra l  Amer i ca " . )  i n

C r z e l o n s k i ,  2 8 I - 2 8 2 .  N e s t e r o w i c z  d e n o u n c e d  l y n c h i n g  i n  p a r E . i c u l a r  a n d  A m e r i c a n

R a c i s m  i n  g e n e r a l  i n  v e r y  s t r o n g  t e r m s .  H e  u r g e d  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  B l a c k s

as  a  means  o f  imp rov ing  the i r  s ta tus  and  b r i ng ing  them equa l i t y  w i t h  r , r h i t es .

49Su"  
"Kac i k  d1a  Kob ie t "  (Wonan ' s  Co rne r )  Ameryka  Echo  (To ledo )

J U n e  o ,  L Y t + J .

5oc. to1 i r ra  
B i rd ,  The Inv is ib le  Scar (New York :  Dav j -d  } l cKay ,  1966)  33 .

5 l
û raKe ano

52..
h /a rner  w,

s i E y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 )

Caytor i ,  -o l__gr ! . ,  83-89 .

P f 1 u g ,

1 2 .

:  The UAI, I  in  P ic  tures (De f  ro i  f  : Wa1 'ne  S ta te  Un i ve r -



- - ] E 4 . ,  
8 7 .  B . J .  l ^ l i d i c k ,  D e t r o i t :  C i L y  o f  R a c e  a n d  C l a s s  V i o l e n c e

( C h i c a e o :  Q u a d r a n g l e ,  I g 7 2 )  7 6 - 8 6

- - J o h n  
C .  L e g g e L E ,  C l a s s ,  R a c e  a a d  L a b o r :  i , J o r k i n g  C l a s s  C o n s c i o u s n e s s

i n  D e t r o i t  ( N e w  Y o r k :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 )  2 1 9 .  O n  t h e  C h i c a g o

P o l i c e  L i t i g a t i o n  s e e  I e t t e r  o f  I ' I s .  G r a b a r e k  t o  G . J .  l l u l l e r  i n  P A C  B u l l e t i n

(Ch i cago )  June ,  197 -5 .  I n  t he  l a te  s i x t i es  Ch i cago  had  app rox i r : a te l y  1500

B lack  and  1500  Po l i sh  Amer i can  Po l i cemen .  A t  t he  Command  l eve1  Ehe re  we re

3  B lack  Cap ta ins  whc  were  d i s t r i c t  Conunande rs .  No  Po les  we re  i n  a  comparab le

p o s i t i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  7 0  B l a c k  S a r g e a n t . s  a n d  o n l y  6  P o l i s i r  A m e r i c a n  S a r g e a n t s .

55 th rdd " t , s  Ra rdz ia lowsk i  "A  V iew  f  r om a  Po l i sh  Ghe t to :  Some 0bse rva t i ons

o f  t h e  F i r s t  O n e  } l u n d r e d  Y e a r s  i n  D e t r o i t "  E t h n i c i r y  1 ,  N o .  2  ( 1 9 7 4 )  1 3 9 - 1 5 0 .

I l ed i ca l  schoo l s  have  E rad i t i o r ra l l y  d i sc r im i r ra ted  aga ins t  Po l i sh  Amer i cans  and

rnany  i n  t he  Po l i sh  Amer i can  con rnun i t y  s t i l l  pe rce i ve  t hem con t i nu ing  tha t

p a t t e r n .  P o l i s h  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l s ,  a s s i s t e d  b y  t h e  K o s c u i s z k o  F o u n d a t i o n

and  oEher  Po l i sh -Ane r i can  g roups ,  have  begun  to  admi t  Po l i sh - fu te r i ca r r  s tuden ts

in  o rde r  o f  a l l o r v  qua l i f i ed  app l i can ts  unab le  t o  ge t  i n to  A rne r i ca r - r  n red i ca l

schoo l s  Eo  become phys i c i ans .

56Recen t  su rveys  have  shown  tha t  t he  rep resen ta t i on  o f  Po l i sh  Amer i cans

in  pos i t i ons  o f  power  and  au tho r i t y  i n  Bus : i . ness ,  Bank ing ,  Labo r  Un ions  and

C i v i l  S e r v i c e  i s  a s  a l m o s t  a s  l o w  a s  t h a t  o f  B l a c k s  a n d  H i s p a n i c s .  A  1 9 7 2

s E u d y  o f  C h i c a g o ' s  1 0 6  l a r g e s t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  f o u n d  t h a E t h e y  h a d  o n l y  4  D i r e c t o r s
( 0 . 3 2 )  a n d  1 0  o f  f  i c e r s  ,  ( 0 . 7 ' l )  w h o  w e r e  P o 1 e s .  P o l e s  c o r : p r i s e  a b o u L  7 %  o f  t h e

C h i c a g o  a r e a  p p p u l a E i o n .  B l a c k s  w h o  m a k e  u p  1 7 . 6 7 .  o f  t h e  a e a  p o p u l a t i o n

h a d  o n l y  O , 4 %  o f .  t h e  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  0 . 1 7 "  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s .  S e e  R u s s e l l

B a r t a ,  I l i n o r i t y  R e p o r E  ( C h i c a g o :  T h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  U r b a n  A f f a i r s ,  n . d . )

S r u d i e s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  f o r  B u f f a l o  a n d  D e t r o i t .

q  7 , ,J 'Kan tow icz ,  I 51 .  Edward  Laumann ,  The  Bonds  o f  P lu ra l i sm:  T i re  Fo rm and

S u b s t a n c e  o f  U r b a n  S o c i a l  N e t w o r k  ( l . l e w  Y o r k :  J o h n  L l i l e y  a n d  S o n s ,  I 9 7 3 )  1 6 6 .

N o t  a l l  P o l i s h  a r e a s  a c h i e v e d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  C h i c a g o ' s  S t .

S E a n i s l a u s  a r e a  b u t  e v e n  s m a 1 1  P o l i s h  c o m m u n i E i e s  c r e a t e d  e n o u g h  i n s t i t u t i o n s -

chu rches ,  c l ubs  anC schoo l s -Eo  a l l ow  them to  i nsu la te  t hemse lves  f rom the  ouL -

s ide  soc ie t y .  Even  these  sma l l  ne ighbo rhoods  became foc i  o f  commun i t y  l oya l t i es

and  bu lwa rks  aga ins t  ou t s ide rs  espec ia l l y  B lacks  who  w ished  to  move  i n to  t hem.

Fo r  an  ana l ys i s  o f  one  such  sma l1  commun i t y  i n  BosEon  pnd  i t s  reac t i on  Eo  the

B lack  t h rea t  see  Uwa  } l o rawska ,  "Ro Ia  spo lecznosc i  l oka l r re j  w  pod t r zymywan iu

e tn i c i znych  pos taw  i  zachowan-p roba  i n te rp re tac j i "  P rezeg lad  l g l o . l i j ny .  IV ,

N o . 3  ( 1 9 7 8 )  4 5 - 4 6 .

\ X

.  " J o s e p h  P a r o t  " T l ' r e  R a c i a l  D i l e m m a  i n  C h i c a g o ' s  P o l i s h  N e i g h b o r i r o o d s ,

L 9 2 0 - 1 9 7 0 , "  P o l i s i r  A m e r i c a n  S t u d i e s ,  X X X I I ,  N o .  2  ( A u t u m n  1 9 7 5 ) ,  2 8 .  S e e

a l s o  b y  t h e  s a m e  a u t h p r ,  " E t h n i c  v e r s u s  B l a c k  } l e t r o p o l i s  :  T h e  O r i g i n s  o f

P o l i s h - B l a c k  H o u s i n g  T e n s i o n s  i n  C h i c a g o r "  P o l i s h  1 , : n e r i c a n  S t u d i e s ,  X X I X ,

N o .  I - Z  ( S p r i n g - A u t u m n  I 9 7 2 ) ,  5 - 2 3 .  S o m e t i m e s  P o l i s h  a n d  B l a c k  n e i g h b o r h o o d s

m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  i n t o  e a c h  o t h e r  t o  f o r m  i n t e g r a L e d  b e l r s .  S e e

K a t z m a n ,  B e f  o r e  t h e  t h e q l l q . .  . 7 3 - 7 4 ,

59S" "  f o r  examp le ,  Dz ienn i k  Ch i cagosk i ,  December  14 ,  Lg28 ,  on  a  mee t i ng

o f  Ehe  c i t i zens  o f  t he  t own  o f  Lake .

6 0 W i l l i u ^  B u f f a l i n o ,  " i l o u s i n g  a n d  E E h n i c i t y :  F r o m  S c r e e n i n g  S y s t e m ,  t o

R u l e  9 ,  t o  F a i r  H o u s i n g  L a w s , "  O t t o  l ' e i n s t e i n ,  e d . ,  E t l i n i c  G r o u p s  i n  [ h e

C i t y  ( L e x i n g t o n ,  l ' l a s s : . H e a E h  L e x i n g t o n ,  1 9 7 1 )  2 7 7 - 2 8 0 .



6 l P a r o t ,  f o r  e x a m l > l e ,  w r i t e s  o f  C h i c a g o :  U n l i k e  m o s t  o f  t h e  " o l d

i m m i g r a t i o n "  g r o u p s ,  P o l e s  o f t e n  s u p e r s a t u r a t e d  E h e i r  o r i g i n a l  a r e a s  o f

s e c t l e m e n E  w i t h  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h .  .  . I n  t h e  l ' / e s t

T o w n / L o g a n  S q u a r e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  P o l e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  e i g h t

chu rches ,  s i x  g rammar  schoo l s ,  two  h igh  schoo l s ,  one  co l l ege ,  f i ve  news-

pape rs ,  seve ra l  o rphanages ,  t he  headqua r te rs  o f  f ou r  na t i ona l  f r a te rna l

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  o n e  h o s p i t a l . . . a n d  a l l  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t v r o  s q u a r e  m i l e s .

620 " " " ,  
Hand l i n ,  Bos ton rs  I nun ig ran ts :  A  S tudy  i n  Accu l t u ra t i on  (CAn-

b r i d g e ,  I l a s s . :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  I 9 4 l )  2 0 5 - 3 5 7 .  I n  s i m i l a r  c i r -

c u m s C a n c e s  P u e r t o  R i c a n s  i n  t h e  U . S .  a d o p E  a n L i - B l a c k  a t t i t u d e s  i n  t h e  U . S .

w h i c h  t h e y  d i d  n o t  i r o l d  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o  b e c a u s e  " f h e  N e g r o  i s  o n e  \ r h o  a t t r a c t s

the  d i sc r im ina t i on  wh i ch  Ehey  w ish  t . o  avo id . "  John  Appe l ,  "The  A :ne r i can

N e g r o  a n d  I n u n i g r a n E  E x p e r i e n c e :  S i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d  D i f f e r e n c e s r "  A m e r i e a n

Q u a r t e r l v ,  X V I I I ,  N o .  I  ( S p r i n g , 1 9 6 6 )  9 8 .

6 3 R . d r i " l o w s k i ,  
o p  c i t .  1 3 2 - I 3 5 ,  K a n t o w i c z ,  o p  c i t .  I 5 6 - 1 5 8 .

" -A rno ld  H i r sch ,  "Race  and  Hous ing :  V io lence  and  Communa l  P ro tes t  i n

C h i c a g o ,  1 9 4 0 - 1 9 6 0 , "  I t l ;  I { o 1 l i  a n d  P .  d ' A  J o n e s ,  T h e  E t h n i c  F r o n t i e r  ( G r a n d

R a p i d s ,  l l i c h :  E r d m a n s , 1 9 7 7 )  3 5 2 - 3 5 5 .  S e e  a l s o  P a r o t  a r t i c l e s  i n  f o o t n o t e  5 6 .

65 f .  Radz ia lowsk i  w i t h  Don  B in l cowsk i ,  "Po l i sh  Amer i cans  i n  De t ro i t

P o l i t i c s "  i n  A .  P i e n k o s ,  e d . ,  I l t h n i c  P o l i E i c s  i n  U r b a n  A m e r i c a  ( W i n o n a ,  I I N :

P o l i s h  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  l 9 7 B )  6 2 - 6 4 .  B l a c k s  i n  D e t r o i t

we re  aware  o f  t he  l ow  s ' t a tus  o f  Po les  i n  t he  eyes  o f  t he  dominan t  g roups

i n  D e t r o i t .  I n  a  s u r v e y  p u b i i s h e d  i n  1 9 6 8 ,  6 8 Z  o f .  t h e  B l a c k s t h o u g h t  L h a t

nex t  t o  l hemse lves  Po les  we re  the  g roup  mos t  l i ke l y  t o  be  den ied  admi t t ance

Eo  exc lus i ve  c l , r bs  i n  t l ' r e  De t ro iE  a rea .  l n te res t i ng l y  enough ,  on l y  50% o f .

t l t e  P o l e s  p u t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h a t  c a t e g o r y .  J o h n  L e g g e t t ,  C l a s s  I l a c e ,

a n d  L a b o r  ( N e r v  Y o r k :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i - t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 )  1 0 9 .  D u r i n g  t h e

S o u j o u r n e r  T r u t h  A f f a r i r  s o m e  B l a c k  l e a d e r s  t r i e d  t o  m o l l i f y  t h e  P o l e s  b y

assu r i ng  Ehem tha t  B lacks  d id  noE  cons ide r  t hem "s tup id  and  uncou th  and

u n f i t  f o r  a n y E h i n g  e x c e p t  m a n u a l  w o r k "  a s  d i d  t h o s e  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h  h a c e d

b o t h  P o l e s  a n d  B l a c k s .  
' S e e  

l e a f l e t ' o f  S o j o u r n e r  T r u t h  C i t i z e n r s  C o n r n i t t e e ,

"To  Loya l  and  PaEr io t i c  Po l i sh  An re r i cans  l i v i ng  nea r  So jou rne r  T ru th  Homes"

in  re fe rence  f i l e  a t  l l amt ramck  Pub l i cL ib ra ry ,  Hamt ramck ,  I l i ch igan .

A AooFor  
a  sho r t  sunna ry  o f  t he  even ts  l ead ing  up  to  ?nu  So iou rne r  T ru th

a f  f  a i r ,  see :  A .  I I cLung  Lee  and  I ' l  .  Humphrey rs  Race  R io t  (New York :  0c tagon

B o o k s ,  1 9 6 8 )  3 1 - 3 2 .  I n  a  r e v e r s a l  o f  t h i s  s i t . u a l i o n ,  P o l e s  i n  o n e  i n n e r  c i t y

a r e a  o f  D e t r o i t  w e r e  m o r e  r e c e n E l y  k e p t  o u t  a  h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t  w h i c h  t i r e y  a n d

t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  B l a c k  c o r n m u n i t y  h a d  j o i n c l y  w o r k e d  f o r  b y  a  s t a f f  o f  l a r g e l y

B l a c k  B u r e a u c r a E s  w h o  c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  " l o s t "  a l l  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r , r i t h

P o l i s h  n a m e s  o n  t h e m .  I l a r c o  T r b o v i c h  " P o l e t o w . n :  I t s  J o y s r  I t s  S o r r o w s ,  I t s

l ' a te "  The  DeEro i t  l r r r : ee 'P ress  I ' l a r ch  25 ,  1973 ,  l -A .

67ru ia .

6 8"Korn.

( I Iee  t ing  o f

t o  N e g r o e s )

6 q-  
I h e s e  r e p o r t s  w e r e  n e v e r

a  New York  Ne rvspape r  du ' r i ng  t he

expose  o f  gove rnmen t  i nad ion  i n

t o  b e  a  v o l a t i l e  s i t u a E i o n .  S e e

Obywa te l i - b r zecz i :w  P rzyzman iu  L l i eszkan  p rzy  Fene lon  I l u r zynom"

the  c i t i zens  aga insE  the  ass ign ing  o f  t he  Fene lon  Avenue  homes

D z i e n n i k  P o l s k i  ( D e t r o i t )  F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 9 4 2 .

r e l e a s e d  o f f i c i a l l y .  T h e y  w e r e  l e a k e d  t o

1 9 4 3  I ) e t r o i c  R a c e  R i o t  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  a s  a n

the  face  o f  wha t  i t  knew fo r  ove r  a  yea r

P . 1 1 .  ( N e w  Y o r k )  J u n e  2 7 ,  i 9 4 3 .



7 0
F r a n k  P .  l l e s a g ,  A n a t o m y  o f  a  R i o t :  B u f f a l o  t 6 7  ( B u f f a l o :  s E a t e

U n i v e r s i L y  P r e s s ,  \ 9 6 7 )  B .  l - o r  a  s i n r i l a r  a n a l y s i s  o f  P o l i s h  a n d  o t h e r
e t h n i c  g r o u p s '  r e s i s t a n c e  E o  B l a c k  i n c u r s i o n s  i n t o  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r h o o c l s
i n  C l e v e l a n d  s e e :  K e n n e t h  L .  K u s m e r ,  A  G h e t t o  T a k e s  S h a p e :  B l a c k  C l e v e -
l a n d  1 8 7 0 - i 9 3 0 .  ( U r b a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n i o i s  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 6 )  1 7 0 - 1 7 I .
S e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  o f  r a i i a l  c o n f r o n E a E i o n  h a v e  s t r e s s e d  t . h e  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  t h e  d i s c r i m i t r a t i o n  s u f f e r e d  b y  P o l e s  a s  a  f a c t o r  i n  t h e i r  r e a c E i o l r
t o  B lacks .  See  Rober t  shogan  and  Tom c ra ig ,  The  De t . ro iE  Race  R ioc
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  c h i l t o n  B o o k s ,  1 9 6 4 )  1 9 .  F o r  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s u r v e y  o r
the  fea rs  and  a i t i t udes  o f  Po l i sh  Amer i can  work ing  c lass  f am i l i es  i n  a
ne ighbo rhood  th rea tened  by  su r round ing  and  e r i c roach ing  b lack  a reas  see
Pau l  l ' kobe l '  Ou r  i ' l ay :  Fami l y ,  Pa r i sh  and  Ne ighbo rhood  i n  a  Po l i sh  Amer i can
commun i t y  (No t re  Dame:  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  No t re  Dame p ressz  1979 )  l zL - I44 .

T l D z i e n n i l c  
c h i c a g o s k i  N o v e m b e r  3 ,  1 8 9 4 .  F o r  a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  a

s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  p i c t u r e s  B l a c k s  a s  t h e

i n d u s t r i a l i s E s  s e c  D z i e n n i l c  C h i c a e o s k i

t o o l s  o f wea l rhy  f tbpub l ican
3 ,  1 8 9 6 .

and  D inge1 l "

t o  Cong ress "

( e d )  E t h n i c  P o l i i i c s

A s s n . ,  l 9 7 B )

A p r i l

72Rrrb i . r ,  197- i9 t j .

T 3 K a n t o w i c z ,  
I 4 g .

74 l " r run"e  car te r ,  Po les  and B lacks  won Harnony  in  '32  E lec t ions
" D e t r o i t  N e r v s ,  l ' { a y  4 ,  L 9 7 5 .  T .  R a d z i a l o w s k i  w i t h  D o n a l d  B i n k o w s k i
"Po l is l r  Amer icans
in  Urban Amer ica

i n  D e t r o i t  P o l i t i c s "  i n  A n g e l a  P i e n k o s
(Chr *cago :  Po l i sh  Amer i can  H is to r i ca l

53 -56 ,6 r -62 ,

7 5 5 u . ,  
" N e g r o e s  S e e k  t o  D e f e a t  M a c h r o w i c z

S t a E e  S e n a t o r  C a m p a i g n i n g  r o  S e n d  E o  3  N e g r o e s

J u l y  7 ,  1 9 6 0 .

and  t tFo rmer

D e t r o i t  N e w s

7 6 5 u "  
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  R i c h a r d  H a t c h e r ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  t h e

DemocraE ic  I ' l ach i r re  domina ted  by  John  K rupa  i n  Gary ,  r . dd iana .  A lex
P o i n s e t t ,  B l a c k  P o w e r , - G a r y  S t y l e  ( C h i c a g o :  J o h n s o n  p u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,
1 9 7 0 ) .  T h e r e  i s  n o  q u e s i t o n  t h a t  K r u p a t s  p r a c t i c e s  l e f t  h i m  o p e n  g o  c h a r g e s
o f  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  e l e c t o r a l  f r a u d .  T h e s e  w e r e  e x p o s e d ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,
and  l l a t che r ' s  v i c to ry  assu r red  by  t he  ac t i ong  and  tesE imony  o f  l ' l a r i an
Toka rs l c i .

771 'o1"u  
usr ra l l y  suppor t  "1 ibera l "  o r  t 'p rogress iver r  i ssues  on  the

nat iona1 leve l  b r r t  vo te  nore  conserva t ive ly  on  loca I  na t te rs .  PoI ish

lmer icans  fo r  example ,  accord ing  to  one na t iona l  survey  favor  the  use

of  a l l  federa l  resources  necessary  to  end pover ty  ncre  h igh l .y  than

any other I ' t r i te Anerican Dthnic group. On lbcal issues their  vote

is often d.etermined by their  v iew of themselves as smal l-  homeo'n'ners

and by  the i r  des i re  to  p reserve  the  in tegr i t y  o f  the i r  u rban

communi t ies .  Even i f  there  were  no  B lacxs  on  the  scene i t  i s

unl ikely that their  stance on locaf natters vould be dra:nat ical ly

di f ferent.  I lorrnan i \ iept al  "PoI i t ical  Att i tud.es Aroong American

Ethnics: A Study in Perceptual Distort lon" Eltr" i " j ! f ,  I ,  I 'To. l+

(Decernber ,  1979)  : :g .  See a lso  Radz ia lowsk i ,  "Po l i sh  Amer icans  in

D e t r o i t  P o l i t i c s . "  5 8 - 5 9 ;  i b i d .  " A  V i e w  f r o m  a  P o l i s h  G h e t t o :

Sone Observat ions on . the First  One Hundred Years in Detroi t"
E t h n i n i r t ,  r -  N o .  2  ( J u n e  l g T L )  l _ 3 3 - 1 3 5 .! w r r u 4 e r  v J



7 R" ' l . l i e ,  e t  a l ,  3 2 5 - 3 2 7 ,  3 3 6 - 3 4 1 .  S e e  R e p o r E  o f  H a r r i s  P o l l  C o m m i s s i o n e d
b y  u r b a n  L e a g r r e  i r r  D e t r o i t  N c w s  A u g u s L  2 0 ,  L 9 1 0 ,  i B * A .  s e e  a l s o  R i c h a r d
Hami l ton ,  "L ibera l  Gt " [ ig " " t " ia  and l ^ /h i te  Back lash"  i r r  I rv ing  Howe The
l, lor ld of the Blue Co1lar hl i , . , :ker (Chicago: Quadrangle, lg72) 23-24-238. f  n
an ear l ie r  s tudy  Gree ley  (who was assoc iaLed w i .Eh the  N ie  researc f i )
a: :gued. that Pol-es in f i f teen ci t ies hi t  by r iots tn 1957 show higher
ant i-Black feel ings than other Broups, however,  when an attenpt vBs
made to  cont ro l -  fo r  fac to rs  such as  educat ion  nuch o f  the  d . i f fe rence
d. isappeared.  Gree ley  has  argued tha t  there  is  a  cor re l -a t ion  be tween
Pol ish  Amer ican fee l ings  o f "a l iena t ion"  and the i r  reac t ion  to
B lacks .  I Ie  a rgues  tha t  because o f  s t rong d isc r im ina t ion  aga ins t
them and the fact that they were moving up social ly and econornical ly
rLore slowly than other ethnic groups Pol ish Americans were more
al ienated than any other ethnic segment of the American populat ion.
Andrev  Gree ley ,  "The Response to  Urban Unres t :  The Case o f  Jews
and Po les"  in  Andrew Gree ley  Ethn ic i ty  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes :  A
Pre l - im i .nary  Fecona issance (Ne

2L7-25I .  For  a  shor t  c r i t ique  o f  Gree l -ey  research ,  see  PauI
Wrobe l ,  t 'No tes  on  Ana lyz ing  fn te re thn i ,c  Fe la t ions :  The Case o f  the
Blacks and the Poles" Faper read Q,t  the annual meeting of the
P o l i s h  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s n .  A t t a n t a .  G a .  D e c e m b e r  2 8 ,  7 9 i r .

G r e e l e y ' s  d a t a  w a s  b a s e d  o n  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  3 6 1  G e r m a n s ,  3 2 8  T r i s h ,

3 7 0  I t ; - r l i a n s ,  1 8 4  P o l e s  a n d  1 7 7  F  r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s .  A  s t u d y  b y  T h o m a s
P a v l a k  a ' ! s o  c a s t s  d o u b t  o n  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  P o l i s h  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  m o r e
l i k e l y  t o  b e  a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  B l a c k s  E h a n  o t h e r  g r o u p s .  P a v l a k  i n  a  s u r -
v e y  o f  a  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a d j a c e n t  t o  a  B l a c k  n e i g h b o r h o o d
i n  C h i c a g o  n o t e s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  a n r o n g  t h e  f i v e  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  s u r v e y e d
in  an lagon ism to  B lacks .  The an tagon ism wl - r i ch  d id  ex isC equa l ly  in
m e m b e r s  o f  a l 1  g r o u p s  h e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  s o c i a l  c l a s s  a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l
p rox imi ty  ra t .her  than e thn ic i ty .  Thr - rmas Pav lak  "Soc ia l  C lass ,
E t h n i c i t y  a n d  R a c i a l  P r e j u d i c e "  P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  Q u a r t e r l y  V o l .  3 J ,
N o .  2  ( S u m m e r ,  1 9 7 3 )  2 2 5 - 2 3 L

' 7 A

r>fn faet i t  appears that Pol ish Araerican workers and other work-
ing  c lass  Aner ican  vere  opposed to  the  V ie tnan War  ear l ie r  and in
larger numbers than other especial ly col lege Educa!ed.,  l ' l iddre class
Amer icans  and remained so .  on  th is  see:  A .  Gree ley  "c iv i l  Rer ig ion
And Ethn ic  Amer icans"  l lo r ldv iev .  February  1973,  2 I -27 .  I {a r lan
Hahn "Correlates of pul f i f - [ ITftudes about ] lar:  Local Feferenda on
the  V ie tnem Issue"  .Omer ican Po l i t i ca l  Sc ience Rev iew Decernber  19?0,
1185-1188 and by t t r"  g Blue Col lar
l iorkers" Dissent May-June 19?0, zoz-zo]>. on the vielr  of  Ethnic h'orkers

- i ^ t - !  ' ' : - ^  p r o - w a r :  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  s e e  f r e d  C o o k  " H a r d  H a t s :  T h e  R a m p -o J  L r S r r L  w r l 1 6 ,

. , - i , , ^  D - F - j ^ r - - "  
" '  

'  -  
l o T n  r f ! . ^  , , r ' ^ , ,  ^ r  D , . l i - h  A - ^ . - 'c l E r r ! 6  r d L r a u " o r "  l . l a t i o t t  J u n e .  1 5 ,  1 9 7 0 .  T t r e  v i e w  o f  P o l i s h  A r n e r i c a n s  a s

r i g h t ' . r i n g  s u p e r  p b t r i o t s  s t e m s  i n  p a r t  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e r  b e l i e f  t h a c  c h e y

a n d  o t h e r  C a t h o l i c  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  w e r e  t h e  m a j o r  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  v i c i o u s

in te rna l  an t i - commun is t  c rusade  o f  Sena to r  Joseph  I ' l cCa r thy  o f  l ' / i s cons in .

The  be l i e f  a l so  appea rs  t o  have  no  so l i d  f ac tua l  bas i s .  Fo r  a  ne \ ^ r  s tudy  o f

Ehe  I ' l cCa rEhy  phenomenon  and  the  Ca tho l i c  Response  to  h im  s , : e :  Dona ld

C r o s b y ,  S . J .  U o d ,  F l a g  a n d  C o u n t r - y  ( C h a p e : 1  H i l l ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a

Press '  1978 ) .  On  the  emp i ra t l c  reJec t i on  o f  McCar thy  by  Po les  l n  l l l lwau l cce  and
i i ad l son  see  96 -93 . .



Boquo ted  
i n  Hami l t on  232 -233 .

8 l  I l i . l r r " i  Rc rg , i r '  "V ,a1 la  ce  and  the

in  W iscons in "  i n  J .  Ge lg  and  I l .  Pa l l ey

[ t i dd  l e  C lass  :

T h e  P o l i t i c s

The  Wh i te  Back lash

o f  Soc ia l  Chanqe
(New York :  l l o1 t ,  R ine 'ha r t ,  and  Wins ton ,  1971 )  403 .  Rog in  a l so  conc ludes

tha l  I ' t he  subu rbs  wh i ch  opposed  h la l l ace  have  Lw ice  as  many  Po les  as  t hose
wh ich  suppo r ted  h im .  "

R )
" - T h o m a s  P e t t i g r e w  " E t h n i c i t y  i n  A m e r i c a n  L i f e :  A  S o c i a l -

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e ' r  i n  O E t o  F e i n s t e i n ' ( e d ) ,  E t h n i c  G r o u p s  i n

t h e  C i t y  ( L e x i n g E o n ,  l n l a s s . :  H e a t h  L e x i n g t o n  B o o k s ,  I 9 7 l )  3 4 - 3 5 .

B3l ' to" t  Pol ish Amer icans who grew up in inner  c i ty  Pol is t ' r  areas have
s o m e  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  P o l i s h  s p e a k i n g  m a i l m e n ,  s a n i t a t i o n  w o r k e r s  o r  p o l i c e -
m e t r  a n d  m a n y  p a t r o n i z e d  B l a c k  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  I n  t h e  D e t r o i t  a r e a  f o r
e x a n p l e ,  D r .  H a l e y  B e 1 1  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  l i f e t i m e  D e n t a l  p r a c t i c e  f r o m  t h e
1 9 2 0 ' s  t o  t h e  1 9 6 0 r  s  w i t t r  a n  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l v  P o l i s h  C l i e n L e l e  i n  l { a r n -
t r a m c k .  H i s  s o n - i n - i a w  D r .  R o b e r t  B a s s  h a s  c o n l i n u e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  t o  t h e
p resen t .  The  p rom inen t  B lack  Lawyer ,  Cha f l es  Roxbo rough ,  l i ved  i n  a  Po l i sh
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  s p o k e  P o l i s h  f l u e n t l y  a n d  h a d  a  l a r g e  P o l i s h  i m m i g r a n t  c l i e n t -
e l e .  S e e  K a t z m a n ,  l l e f o r e  t h e  G h e t t o ,  7 8 .

Q 1 .

"+F ie ld  No tes ,  I n te rv iew  w i th  S tan i s l aw  I ' l owak ,  June  6  ,  I 97B  De t ro i t ,
I l i c l t i gan .  I n  some  cases  B lacks  used  Ehe i r  know ledge  o f  Po l i sh  t o  ga in  ac -
c e p t a n c e .  I n  1 9 5 3 ,  a ' B L a c k  e l e c t r i c i a n  S a 1  P a t t e r s o n  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  a
la rge l y  Po l i s l t  Depa r tmen t  i n  a  l ^ l es t i nghouse  P lan t  i n  Bu f  f a l o .  He  hea rd

some Po l i sh  wo rke rs  say ing  ha rsh  th ings  abou t  h im  i n  Po l i sh  and  comp la in ing
a b o u t  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t .  I I e  u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  s p o k e  P o l i s h l s o  h e  t u r n e d  o n e  d a y

to  one  o f  t he  co rnp la ine rs  and  to ld  h im  i n  Po l i sh  t o  wa tch  h i s  mou th  o r

h e  w o u l d  h i t  h i m .  T h e  a m a z e d  P o l i s h  w o r k e r  s t o p p e d  h i s  c o m p l a i n t s .  T h e  o t h e r

P o l i s h  w o r k e r s  b e g a n  f o  g e t  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  P a t E e r s o n  a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  F o r

an  accounE  o f  t he  i nc iden t  see  Pu rce l l  and  Cavanaugh ,  150 .

n q
" - S t a n i s l a w  N o w a k . " P o l a c y  i  m u r z y n y "  G l o s  L u d o w y ,  N o v e m b e r  1 9 ,  I 9 7 7 .

A A
" " F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  t h e  B u f f a l o  h l e s t i n g h o u s e  P l a n t  i n v e s t i g a t e d  b y  P u r c e l l

and  Cavanagh ,  ove r  802  o f  t i r e  l eade rsh ip  o f  qhe  Un ion  i s  Po l i sh  and  though

B lacks  resen t  t he  domina t i on  o f  t he  Po les  and  wou ld  l i t e  t o  ge t  more  o f

t h e i r  p e o p l e  e l e c r e d ,  t h e y  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  P o l i s h  u n i o n  o f f i c e r s  h a v e  t r e a t e d

E h e m  w e l l  a n d  h a v e  s h o w n  " n o  o v e r t  e t . h n i c  o r  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . "  P u r c e l l

and Cavanagh conclude:

L o c a t  1 5 B l  l e a d e r s  p l a c e d  g r e a E  e m p h a s i s  o n  s e n o r i E y  a n d

fa i rness .  They  appa ren t l y  p rocesse .d  g r i evances  fo r  B lacks

r e g u i a r l y ,  a n d  s e n o r i t y  p r o v i s i o n s  p r o t e c t e d  l o n g  t e r m  b l a c k

e m p l o y e e s  a s .  w e l l  a s  P o l e s  a n d  C z e c h s . . . I n  s u m  i t  a p p e a r s

t h a E  L o c a l  l 5 8 l  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  f a i r  t o  i r s  B l a c k  m e m b e r s .

The  on l y  a rea  i n  wh i ch ' t he  Po l i sh  l eade rsh ip  wou ld  no t  accede  to  t he  demands

o f  B l a c k s  w a s  t h e i r  r e q u e s E  f o r  s p e c i a l  e f f o r t s  E o  h i r e  a n d  p r o m o t e  B l a c k

w o r k e r s .  T h i s  r e f u s a l  r e f l e c t e d  t h e i r  l o n g  r i v a l r y  w i t h  t h e  B l a c k s  a n d

the i r  own  )ense  tha t  t hev  t oo  had  been  d i sc r im ina ted  asa ins t .  Pu rce l l  and

C a v a n a g h ,  l 5 9 .
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" 'R i cha rd  Dowd ,  ' 1he  I ' l eg ro  i n  l l an r t ramck  (unpub l i shed  s tudy ,  I 972 )

copy  ava i l ab le  i n  t he  A lbe r t  J .  Zak  l l emor ia l  L i b ra ry ,  l l amt ramck ,  I l i ch igan .

Dowd  f i nds  t he  favo rab le  B lack  aE t i t udes  Eoward  Po les  su rp r i s i ng  and  d i s tu rb ing .

He feels  these are Ehe,  resul t  o f  a yet  unawakened Black conscj -ousness of  Ehe

d i sc r im ina t i on  t hey  have  su f fe red  a t  t he  hands  o f  t he  Po1es .  He  devo tes

cons ide rab le  e f f o r t  t o  exp la in ing  away  th i s  unp red i c ted  resu l t .  A  s im i l a r

a t t i t ude  toward  he r  f o rmer  Po l i sh  ne ighbo rs  \ ^ ras  exp ressed  by  a  B lack  woman ,

Emma McK inney  who  l i ved  mos t  o f  he r  l i f e  i n  a  Po l i sh  a rea  and  who  found

the  new B lack  peop le  mov ing  i n  l ess  compa t i b l e .  She  to ld  a  De t ro i t  F ree

Press  repo r te r  t he  New Res iden ts  "a ren ' t  as  n i ce  as  t hem Po lak  peop le

t h a t  m o v e d  o u t .  l o r  m y  b e l i e f  a n d  f o r  w h a t  I  k n o w ,  I  w o u l d n t t  l i v e  i n  a

n e i g h b o r h o o d  w i t h o u t  t h e m  P o l i s h  P e o p l e . "  I l a r c o  T r b o v i c h ,  P o l e t o w n . . . ,  3 - A .

88S" "  
f o r  examp le ,  t he  p i c tu re  o f  t he  B lack  s tuden t  who  was  one  o f

t h e  w i n n e r s  o f  a  P o l i s h  o r a t o r i c a l  c o n t e s E  a L  t h e  O r c h a r d  L a k e  S c h o o l s .

197611977  Eap ,Le  (0 rcha rd  Lake  Schoo l s ,  0 r cha rd  Lake ,  I l i ch igan ,  I 977 )  l l 4 .

Bg } l i c l l ae l  Novak  "B lack  and  Wh i te  i n  Ca tho l i c  Eyes "  The  New York

T imes  } l agaz ine  November  16 ,  L975 ,  I I 4 .  Pau l  l ^ i r obe1 ,  Our  i +ay .  -  i : 9 .

l l r obe l ' s  i n fo rman ts ,  howeve r ,  d i d  no r  we l come so  many  b lacks ,  no  ma t te r  how

indus  t r i o r - r s  and  home and  f  a rn i l y  o r i en ted  they  we re ,  t haE  the  cha rac te r  o f

t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  w o u l d  c h a n g e .  T h e y  s E i l l  w a n t e d  i t  t o  b e  P o l i s h .

o o - ./ '_ tJ . !ac ] {  t  o r ] .sn  uonr  e re l l ce l i e w s l e t t e r  ( D e t r o i t )  V o 1 u n e  2 ,  N o .  1 1 .
( Uovenuer J972I ana-vor"r-- N o .  3  ( M a r c t r , I g ' 1 2 )

9EUq volurre 2, l lo. 3 (March 1972)

9 2 r t i a  v o l u n e  2 ,  I ' l o ,  ,  ( J u n e  1 9 7 2 ) ;  v o h u n e  2 ,  N o .  1 0  ( O c t o b e r ,  t 9 7 2 ) ;
Volume 2, I ' lo.  11 (November, 1972)

93f t ia .  Vo lune 2 ,  I1o .  10 .  See l -e t te r  o f  George C.  F icharc lson
Asst.  l { inor i ty Leader of the l iew Jersey Assenbly and Assenb}yman of
Distr ict  I IA, I {evark on nodel ing] ihack-I tal ian conference in l {ew Jersey
on B lack-Po] ish  Conference in  Det ro i t .

al i -7 -Bev .  Dan ie l  Eogus,  the  lead ing  Po l ish  organ izer  o f  the  Det ro i t
B lack-Po l - i sh  conference ins is ted  tha t  l t  rena in  4o l i t i ca I .  The most

inpor tan t  B lacks ,  such es  U.S.  Representa t ive  John Conyors ,  J r .  hovever ,
were  po l i t i c ians  in te res ted  in  a  nore  Po l i t l ca l  ro le  fo r  the  Conference.
See Bogus statements Ibid. ,  Voluroe 2, l t ro.  3 (March, 1972).


