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& POLISH AMERICAN
INSTITUTIONS OF
HIGHER LEARNING

In 1636, less than two decades after Massachusetts Bay Colony was
founded, the people of that colony laid the basis for the institution
that was shortly to become Harvard College. Within the first cen-
tury of the existence of the English colonies on the Atlantic seaboard
two other colleges—William and Mary (1693) and Yale (1701)—were
also founded. These institutions, and others which soon followed
in the course of the eighteenth century, were established by immigrant
communities which needed leaders and clerics and could not depend
on the old homeland as a reliable source of ordained and educated
persons to lead them and  minister to them. The Yale University
Charter summed up the purpose of these new colleges very succinctly

———————ags"fitting-youth *for-publick--[sic]-employment, both in church and .-
civil state.”?

The circumstances which attended the founding of these colleges
prior to the Revolution, made the American College a distinctive
institution. Modeling their curriculum on that of the colleges of
Oxford and Cambridge, the American Colleges deviated from their
model in organizational form. They stood alone and autonomous, un-
affiliated with any university. They were governed by a board of per-
sons who were not members of the faculty but from the community
and denomination they served. This new system of governance re-

Research for this essay was done under the auspices of a grant from the Immigra-
tion History Research Center, University of Minnesota. The author wishes to
thank the staff of the Center for their invaluable assistance in locating the necessary
materials, ;

Editor's Note. In keeping with the spirit of this essay, and the book, words de-
noting educational institutions begin with capitals, often contrary to the prevailing
spelling conventions. This is a conscious editorial decision, serving to underline
the importance of the subject.
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flected their origin and their need for the moral and financial sup-
port of their constituencies. Two prominent American historians
summed up the difference between the great Medieval Universities
and the American Colleges thus:
The European universities evolved out of long established communities of
scholarship and teaching, the American colleges were created, in a sense, as
artifacts by communities that had to strain very limited resources to support them.?
The American experience made the colleges, in spite of a shared
commitment to a liberal education, bastions of sectional pride and
sectarian exclusiveness. They reflected and promoted the regional dis-
tinctiveness and the variety of theological worldviews that character-
ized colonial America. Colleges which perpetuated cultural and re-
ligious diversity and acted as symbols of our pluralism proliferated
by the nineteenth century. Towns with ambitions or pretensions to
being more than just crossroads settlements, and religious groups with
a zeal to preserve and propagate sect and creed, established colleges
all over the Eastern United States prior to the Civil War. In a time

when no clearcut system of educational progression existed, and edu-

cational standards were hardly uniform, the quality of the *‘collegiate”
education these institutions offered varied widely. Some of these
colleges were closer to the European classical secondary schools—the
Lycée or the Gymnasium—than to a university college. Often found-
ed on a shoestring, and sometimes without an adequate supply of

~trained teachers, many American colleges failed within a few years of -

their inceptions.?

It is against this background that the history of the attempts by
Polish immigrants and their children to establish institutions of
higher learning has to be viewed. Their experience parallels and re-
peats the experience of earlier groups of immigrants to the American
land—perhaps more so than any other people who arrived during the
great migration of Eastern and Southern Europeans at the end of
the nineteenth century. In a radically different environment the
Poles, like their Pilgrim predecessors, saw higher education as cen-
tral to the preservation of faith and group identity, and founded col-
leges and seminaries as “artifacts” in spite of enormous strain on the
resources of the community. This education in each case was initially
intended to prepare clergy and teachers, but began to lose that char-
acter almost immediately as the immigrant communities realized that
their need for educated persons extended beyond the staffing of
churches and schools. With an education that shaped conscience and
consciousness against the onslaughts of a hostile world, laymen were
prepared to lead their people, guide their institutions, and at the



qe time improve their own lot.
In establishing .the?r mstlitutions of Iughe‘r learning, the Poles
150 drew on institutional forms whose curricula and names reso-
- als o M.
nated with the echoes of a past familiar and inspiring to them. Where-
* g6 the puritans drew on the collegiate traditions of Post Reformation
a :
% oland, the Poles looked back to the educational forms of Post
Ena 4 . . 1 . . h
ridentine Catholicism and Pre-Partition Poland. In each case these
% migrant institutions, which shared a common inspiration in the
< Universities of Medieval Christendom, were forced to change form
‘é,i_“‘md curricula to meet the demands of life in the new world. The
gﬁroliSh Colleges and Seminaries were, in addition, strongly affected

sa

Spy the evolution and modification of their American counterparts,
forced to operate in their shadow—a disadvantage that the first
g scaped
i.. The first groups of Polish American institutions of higher learning
¥for men were either seminaries or colleges, both of which were or-
E_? - nized in a similar manner.* The choice of the name and the form
“of the Kolegium or college has implications which: provide insight
“into the ambiguity and complexity of the immigrants’ world. First,
?ﬂxc Kolegium was clearly Catholic and Roman. It resembled the
“pational colleges established in Rome by a centralizing and roman-
?;:iﬁng nineteenth century Papacy. Given the difficulties of educating
“Polish Catholic priests under the Partitions and the desire of the
%Church to draw its ablest young men to study in Rome, many Polish

3,

':{‘:ff;r_ipsts who later worked in the United States were graduates of the

Fand

—

2Polish College in Rome’ ;

“" The Kolegium also had a specific and very appropriate Polish his-
“tory. It had been introduced during the Counter-Reformation into
:Poland by the Jesuits for the education of young men. A major bul-
“wark of Faith and Nationality especially in the East, the colleges
“lasted until the educational reform during the “Great Awakening”
~on the eve of the Partitions.® For the educated Poles who established
. them in America, the Kolegia were at one and the same time a symbol
. of solidarity with an ultramontane and embattled church in a hostile
il’rotestant American environment and a souvenir of that past age
“whose struggles had irrevocably made faith an attribute of national
consciousness.”

The Kolegium, aside from its European antecedants, offered a cer-
~tain advantage in the American milieu. Its name, if not its form,
-could be easily translated into the American College. In fact, the
Polish American Kolegia did not differ from a large number of earlier
nineteenth century sectarian colleges, and were probably better than
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many.

Americans and Europeans alike who were familiar with the Educational svstems

of the continent and England tended to agree that American colleges characteris-

tically (not at their worst) were rather more like the German Gymnasium, the

French Lycée or the English public school than either the university or college

of these countries.®
The Kolegium could fit in very nicely among a body of institutions
which were “not merely motley but mongrel; not only different from
each other in size, quality, independence and sofihistication . . . but
eclectic in their character and purposes . . .”® It could call itself a
College, painlessly become American and take full advantage of the
ambiguity of its designation. One ambitious Polish Kolegium offered
Bachelor of Arts Degrees “like those offered at first-class American
Universities,”!® and indicated to prospective students that “our pro-
gram follows the same courses as those offered by leading American
Colleges.”!! Some years later, when its supporters wished to upgrade
that school into a genuine four year college, they referred to it (to
the confusion of many who thought, no doubt, they already had a
“college™) as a “first class high school” which “surpasses the finest
European Gymnasium.”*?> Thus by slipping the Kolegium in among
the ranks of colleges, Polish American educators made what was prob-
ably the last addition to a long American tradition of diversity (and
confusion) before secondary and higher education was rigidly stan-
dardized in the twentieth century.!?

A Polish Seminary was the first Polish American institution of
higher learning in the United States. The papal permission to build
one had been originally acquired by the Franciscan; -Rev. Leopold
Moczygemba in 1879. He transferred the permission to Father Jozef
Dabrowski shortly afterward. Amid great difficulties and in the
face of nagging poverty, Dabrowski built the seminary in Detroit, in
the shadow of St. Albertus Church in the first area of Polish settle-
ment. In 1883, it was dedicated to Saints Cyril and Methodius whose
Millennial Jubilee was being celebrated that year. It opened its doors
in December, 1886. At the end of the first year it had three faculty
members and over 20 students. By 1890, the first year -in which some
of its students were ordained, the Seminary-Kolegium had grown toO
six faculty and over 60 students. A decade later the number of
students increased by more than two and one half times.'

From the beginning S.S. Cyril and Methodius, repeating the ex-
perience of institutions established by earlier immigrant groups with
a great need for educated people and too few resources, provided
training not only for future priests but also a classical secular edu-
cation. The Seminary had two divisions: a minor prepatory school



£

samed for St. Mary in 1888, and a major theological school which
H Cominued to bear the names of the Apostles to the Slavs. Each had
£, full five year course of study by 1892. The Prep school was equiva-
;} lent to a present day high school and junior college, while the Se-
£ qinary offered a two year course of study centered around philesophy
(equivalent to two years of senior college with a philosophy major)
f and a three year theological course. In 1905, a special prepatory
L

class was added to the minor seminary to better prepare the students
for the rigorous high school and junior college courses it offered.
In 1915, a fourth year of theological studies were added at S.S. Cyril
and Methodius. Thus at the beginning of its third decade the Semi-
nary reached its full development—a twelve year course divided into
two six year segments covering the equivalent of high school, col-
lege, and graduate studies.!s

1% 2 it gy 2

The man who was responsible for establishing the Polish Seminary
in Detroit, and who guided it through its penurious and difficult
early years until his death in 1903, was the remarkable Jézef Dabrow-
ski. A genuine intellectual with interests which ranged from science
and mathematics to history, poetry and philosophy, he insisted that
the graduates of his seminary be trained not only in languages, clas-

'~ sical subjects and theology, but also in “Physics, chemistry, mechanics, -
etc.”” because, as he said, this knowledge "is required in our times.”!6
Given his interests and background and the fact that even in his time
a significant number of the students in his institution did not' con-

~-—————tinue on to ordination, it is somewhat surprising that Father Dabrow-

" ski apparently had no other interest except the training of priests.

He does not appear to have defined before his death any secular goals
for the education his school offered.!”

Under Father Dabrowski’s successor, Rev. Witold Buhaczkowski
(Rector 1908-1916) "a new site—the grounds of a former military
Academy—was purchased for the growing Seminary. It moved to
the spacious new campus located on the shores of Orchard Lake, a
few miles north of Detroit in 1909. It has remained in that location
to the present day.!8

L

In 1927, under the influence of the widespread standardization of
program and sequence in American education, the structure of the
Seminary was ‘changed. The twelve year course was now divided
into a four year college preparatory high school, a four year college
—now called St. Mary’s College, and the four year S.S. Cyril and
Methodius Seminary. Since it began a separate existence St. Mary's
College has awarded about 1,000 degrees. It has recently become
coeducational and received accreditation from the regional accredit-
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ing body. It has not changed its basic program and remains a four
year Liberal Arts College. It is presently headed by President Rev.
Walter Ziemba and Dean Rev. Leonard Chrobot. :
The other Orchard Lake schools also have not deviated dramatic-
- ally from their original program. St. Mary's Preparatory School re-
mains committed to a strong academic high school program with an
emphasis on Polish Language, History and Culture. It sends 95
percent of its students to higher education. S.S. Cyril and Methodius
Seminary offers Masters Degrees in Theology and Divinity, trains
permanent deacons at the Center for Pastorial Studies, and prepares
priests for ordination and work in Polish American parishes. The
Polish American Liturgical center associated with the Seminary was
founded in 1969 to provide Polish Americans with liturgical and
homiletic materials in Polish. The campus at Orchard Lake also
houses a center for Polish Studies and Culture (1969) and a Polish
American Sports Hall of Fame (1973).1°
After the founding of S.S. Cyril and Methodius a number of other
“colleges” were established by Catholic priests. Some of these were
designed exclusively for training Religious Order priests for service
in Polish parishes. They included the Kolegium of the Polish Sa-
lesians at Ramsey, New Jersey, and two Franciscan Colleges. The
first was established by the Franciscans (OFM) of Pulaski, Wiscon-
sin, in 1901, as the St. Bonaventure Higher School, which was soon

upgraded into a Kolegmm After several moves, it was established
in 1981, as St. Francis College in Burlington, Wisconsin. It offered
a full four year degree and fed students to Christ the King Theologi-
cal Seminary operated by the same Order in West Chicago, Illinois.
The College admitted no lay persons and remained until its closing
the college branch of the Order's program of preparation of young
men for the priesthood. In 1969, St. Francis College closed its doors
and the Major Seminary was closed the following year.2°

On the Eastern coast of the United States the Franciscans (OFM
Conventual) established a Kolegium at Athol Springs, New York, and
later another at Granby, Massachusetts. The school at Athol Springs
became a high school and the Order concentrated its education 2t
Granby, Massachusetts The site at Granby was acquired in 1926,
and the first classes began in 1927. Founded by Rev. O. Fudzinski,
the school was both Kolegium and Seminary until 1948, when the
philosophical studies were moved to - Ellicott City, Maryland. In
1957, the Order decided to establish all advanced studies in On€
place and the site at Granby was chosen. It became St. Hyacinth Col-
lege and Seminary and continues in operation to the present day¥
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under that name. The overwhelming majority of the trustees, adminis-
crarion, and the religious faculty are Polish, the library boasts a large
collection of Polish books, and Polish as a language is taught. On
che other hand, the college offers no courses in Polish history, litera-
cure or culture. The liberal arts and theological education offered at
g¢. Hvacinth is only for the aspirants of the Order and no lay students
qre accepted.® e

In this context it is well to mention two other seminaries which owe
their origin to Polish Americans. St. John Cantius in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, and Savonarola Seminary of the Polish National Catholic
Church in Scranton, Pennsylvania. St. John's was founded after a
meeting held at St. Stanislaus Kostka College in Chicago, in April,

1918. Because of the War, the Resurrectionists could not send the

young men who were candidates for priesthood in their Order to Eu-
rope for study. It was decided at the meeting to open a “House of
Studies” near the Jesuit University of St. Louis so that aspirants
could study at the University. This House of Studies was named for
the Polish Saint and scholar, St. John Cantius, and although origi-
nally it was to be only temporary for the duration of the War, it be-
came a permanent part of the Resurrectionist educational system.
In 1932, when the Jesuits moved their theology program to another
location, the order decided to keep St. John's as a full fledged Theo-
logical School. The students earned a B.A. or M.A. (or both) from
St. Louis University and took a full four year course in Theology at

+._ St. John Canitus. The usual stay in the early 1930’s was eight years.

Except for a brief period between 1936 and 1939, when the theology
course was offered at a House of Studies in Washington, D.C,, St
Jahns’ remained in existence to the mid-sixties as the main school of
the Chicago Province of the Resurrectionist Order. A significant num-
ber of the Rectors were Polish and the study of Polish was obligatory
for all students of Polish origin.? '
Savonarola Seminary is the main Theological Seminary of the Po-
lish National Catholic Church. It was founded by Bishop Francis
Hodur after his break with the Roman Catholic hierarchy, and the
union of dissident Polish parishes into the Polish National Catholic
Church. In 1914, the Seminary was established in Plymouth, Pennsyl-
vania. In 1917, it was transferred to Scranton, Pennsylvania, in order
to put it as near as possible to St. Stanislaus Cathedral, the Mother
Church of the Polish National Catholic Church. The Seminary ac-
quired a permanent building of its own in South Scranton in 1926.
This building with some additions remains its location today.
‘The Seminary offers a three year course of study which includes
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Theological, Pastoral. and Scriptural Study, Science, Sociology, Phi-
losophy, and Church History. Becausé one of the important changes,
that Bishop Hodur introduced after he and his supporters separated
from the Roman Catholic Church was the use of Polish as a liturgi-
cal language, the study of Polish occupies-an-important place in the
Seminary curriculum. The Seminary enrolls only students who have
a high school diploma. Satisfactory completion of the three year
course of study leads to ordination. It has room for a maximum of
20 students. The Seminary at present is seeking accreditation as a
qualified theological school.?®

The schools which had the most direct influence on the Polish
communities in their respective areas were the colleges founded to
educate laymen as well as prepare young men for a vocation in the
priesthood. The first of these was St. Stanislaus Kostka College found-
ed by Rev. Vincent Barzynski, C.R., in Chicago in 1890. It began
with thirteen students, and by 1895 it had about 120.2* With more
than a touch of hubris, it advertised itself as equal to the “leading
American colleges.”? From the very beginning, however, it was 2
peculiar hybrid especially adapted to the needs of the immigrant
community. Its program did not reproduce that of the eighteenth
century liberal arts Kolegium designed for the needs of young noble-
men, nor was it a Roman Collegium or an American College. A Po-
———1lish-educator-who- visited-the College early in the twentieth century
noted that it in no way resembled any institution existing in the
partitioned areas of the Polish Land. Neither Polish nor American,
like many of the other immigrant institutions, it was a Polish Ameri-
can creation.?®

The announced goals of St. Stanislaus Kostka College included the
preservation of faith and national heritage, the preparation of stu-
dents for entrance into seminary or university for advanced education,
and the training of students to take up positions in government, in-
dustry, and business. A Chicago newspaper, associated with the
Resurrectionists who ran the College, made the case for the practical
training quite simply and directly when it advised its readers that edu-
cation at the College will facilitate “the getting of official positions”
and “offers a better means of earning one’s bread.”’ :

St. Stanislaus admitted those who completed the sixth grade and
were able to pass an entrance examination. Most students began
their work at the Kolegium in the two year prepatory course de-
signed to give them the background necessary for the advanced courses.
An occasional very able student was able to skip this step and go
directly to one of the regular programs of study. After completing



the prepatory course, the student had a choice of advancing to a
four year academic sequence (the “dkadernia”) which prepared him
for study in a university, or to a two year course (it was a three year
course for a short period in the 1890’s) in business and commercial
subjects. Finally, those graduates of the academic program interested
in the priesthood or wishing further education could enroll in the
two year philosophy course offered by the College.®

In 1900, the Kolegium began to offer the Degree of Bachelor of
Arts to those who completed the Academic Course, and the Degree
of Master of Accounts to those finishing the Business Course.?® The
figures available for the 1904-1905 school year indicate that there
were 163 students enrolled in the prepatory and college division of
the school, and 166 enrolled in the philosophical course. Under Rev.
Wtadystaw Zapata, Rector from 1909 to 1920, the school began an
extensive program of commercial and business night school courses
to assist part time students who had to hold down regular jobs dur-
ing the day.”®

During the first two decades of the twentieth century, the College
became one of the intellectual centers of Polonia in Chicago, and a
source of art and culture for the community.3! Students came from
as far away as Pittsburgh to attend.’® At the same time the com-
munity began to realize that for all of its value, the College was not
yet the equal of a four year American college, and discussion began

- about the possibility of finding the resources to upgrade St. Stanis-

laus. This was never done and, under pressure to regularize the
status of the school in terms of the American system, the Kolegium
was eventually transformed into Archbishop Weber High School.®

There were two other Polish American Catholic colleges founded
during this early period. Interestingly enough, both were dedicated
to the Saint and scholar, John Cantius. The first was founded in
Philadelphia by Father John Godrycz in September, 1910. In 1911,
the school had 138 regular students and over 400 persons registered
for its popular lecture series. The College offered a five year course
of study in languages, classics, history, and science, followed by a two
year course in “Christian Philosophy” which like its counterparts
elsewhere included Church History, Biblical courses, and Polish
Literature. For those who had not completed grammar school, or
who needed remedial work, the school also offered an elementary
prepatory course. -

In addition to courses which led to further work in a university
or professional school, the college tried to meet the needs of the
community by offering vocational courses. It had elementary and

4
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advanced level courses in Manual Training (Wood working, Metal
working, English and arithmetic at the elementary level; and blue-
print reading and drafting, English and architectural drawing for
advanced students) and engineering (general engineering knowledge
including the care and installation of boilers and machines; and
chemical and electrical engineering). The school also offered elemen-
tary and advanced courses in English at night.

Father Godrycz founded the school initially to meet the needs of
Poles in Philadelphia and the hard coal regions of Eastern Pennsyl-
vania, but from the very beginning was willing to open it up to
students of other nationalities. During its short life, St. John Cantius
enrolled the sons of Czech, Slovak, Ukrainian, and Lithuanian immi-
grants as well as a few native Americans. Father Godrycz took spe-
cial delight in rehabilitating young men who had been expelled from
other schools for mlsconduct or poor grades.

The College of St. John failed in 1916. It had not received signifi-
cant support from the Polish community in Eastern Pennsylvania, and
its student population had dwindled, especially after the outbreak
of war in Europe. Father Godrycz himself was at least partially re-
~ sponsible for this failure. Having spent most of his adult life as
a student and teacher—he held three doctorates—Father Godrycz as-
sumed that the value of higher education was obvious, and made little
effort to win moral and financial support, cooperation and goodwill

~ from his largely uneducated constituency. Also, his many other com-

mitments as pastor, newspaper editor and publisher, author and lec
turer, caused him to be absent too often from his school.

In spite of its short life, the College of St. John Cantius had an
important impact for decades afterwards. In 1944, Dr. Karol Wachtl
wrote of it: “Even though it existed only for a few short years, traces
of its beneficial influence can be found among the Poles of Philadel-
phia to this day.”35

In 1909, about the time that Father Godrycz was preparing to open
his Kolegium in Philadelphia, a group of Polish Vincentians was
opening another school, also dedicated to St. John Cantius, at Eire in
northwestern Pennsylvania. The school which was designed to in-
struct youth in theology, the liberal arts and sciences, began as 2
four year school. The course of study was changed to five years in
1912, and the first five year class graduated in 1917. In 1928, a sixth
vear was added to the program, and the school became a four year
prepatory High School and a two year Junior College. In 1934, a pre
med course was added. The College lasted until 1943. In that year
because of the World War II draft, not enough students returned 1o
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warrant opening classes. St. John Cantius continued afterward only
as a four year boarding Prep School.

During the course of its history, St. John Cantius Junior College
enrolled 233 students. Of these, ninety students were not products
of the St. John Prep School. The graduates of the Prep School and the
College who went on to higher education seem to have chosen ca-
reers primarily in the church (169 priests, 3 monsignors, 3 brothers),

law (21 attorneys, 3 judges), or medicine (34 dentists, 31 medical =

doctors, 3 doctors of Osteopathy.)?®

In any discussion of colleges and other institutions of higher edu-
cation founded by Catholic clerics in the Polish immigrant com-
munity, the unsuccessful attempt by Rev. John Pitass of Buffalo,
New York, to establish a kind of normal school for the Polish Com-
munity should be mentioned at least in passing. Father Pitass tried
in 1896 to establish a "Polish Teacher’s Seminary” to train teachers
for Polish American schools and organists for Polish churches on the
grounds of his own parish. This effort never materialized into a fully
developed Teachers’ Seminary.

Another group of educational institutions were those established
for women by the Polish American Teaching Sisterhoods. These
schools-offered general higher education for women and an “internat”
program designed to train teachers for work in the Polish Parochial
Schools. The first of the programs for women were begun in the nine-
teenth century by the Felician Sisters in Detroit and the Sisters of
the Holy Family of Nazareth in Chicago. The teacher training pro-

naries of the time. The Felician program was developed by the
talented Rev. Joézef Dabrowski. The Holy Family Academy also
accepted male students for some of its programs.?”

As American elementary and secondary education became stan-
dardized in the twentieth century—higher and more rigid standards
of teacher training were also imposed. In response to these changes,
the teacher training programs were developed into junior college
curriculums and some into full four year colleges. Many of these
institutions which began to take shape in the 1930’s, were opened to
lay students after World War II, and some have become coeducational
in recent years.

The largest number of higher educational institutions for Polish

'American women were founded by the Felician Sisters. The Felician

schools include one four-year Senior College and four Jumior Col-
leges. All but one of the Junior Colleges are still in existence. These
Colleges are the following:

~grams were modeled on the most advanced European-teachers’ -semi=— - — -
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1) Madonna College in Livonia, Michigan, founded in 1937 as
Presentation Junior College which in turn grew out of the earlier
teacher training institute. In 1947, the school was expanded into a
four year Liberal Arts College, the first lay students were admitted
and the College- given its present name. The school received _state
accreditation in 1951 and regional accreditation in 1959. In the
1960’s nursing and med tech programs were begun, and in the 1970’s
degrees in business administration, criminal justice, radiologic tech-
nology and a variety of other vocational-technical fields were added.
In 1972, the school became coeducational. The graduating class of
1976 totaled 326 students, and the enrollment in the 1975-76 school
year reached an all time high of 1,782 students. The school has
taught Polish language and literature since its inception, and contin-
ues to do so. However, as its enrollment has grown in recent years,
and as it has drawn students from sources other than its traditional
source—the Polish American Parochial High School, the proportion
of Polish Americans in its student body has declined.

2) Villa Maria College in Cheektowaga, New York, was begun in
1960 as the Immaculate Heart Teacher Training School which ad-
mitted only Felician Aspirants. The following year it received a state
Junior College Charter as Villa Maria College. In 1965, the first lay
students were admitted, and in 1968 it became a coeducational insti-
_tution.-_It received full acreditation from the regional accrediting
body in 1972. The school offers-an Arts and Sciences centered Asso-
ciate in Arts degree, an Associate in Science degree in interior de-
sign, and an Associate of Applied Science degree in business and
in other vocational areas. It also has a one year certificate program
in secretarial studies, and a similar program for library technicians.
Villa Maria offers a strong concentration of courses in Polish lan-
guage and culture. Of its last graduating class of 126 students, about
one-third were Polish Americans. The present enrollment is 450
students. :

8) Felician College in Chicago, Illinois, was begun in 1926,
educate members of the Order in the Chicago province and preparc
them to teach. It was initially operated as an extension of LOY‘?I"’
University of Chicago. In 1953, it began to function as a separate 1%
stitution. By 1955, it had become affiliated with Catholic University
and was approved by the State. of Illinois. In 1962, it qualifled t;’
grant Associate degrees. Lay women were first admitted to the Col
lege in 1967. Some years earlier, the College had opened it Ff’“‘
tinuing Education courses to lay persons, men and women. Feh‘:m:;
College is now coeducational. The school offers Associate of AT

to
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degrees in liberal arts, music education, and voice, and an Associate
of Applied Science degree in education. It also offers business courses.
The enrollment has risen steadily from 98 students in 1970-71, to 149
students in 1975-76. Felician College offers no courses in Polish lan-
guage, culture, or history. The College is located not far from areas
with heavy concentrations of Polish Americans, and it appears that
about 20 to 25 percent of the student body are Polish Americans.

4) Felician College in Lodi, New Jersey, was begun as the Im-
maculate Conception Normal School in 1928, and became affiliated
with Catholic University in 1935. In 1941, it was incorporated as
Immaculate Conception Junior College. In 1963, as Felician College,
the school was granted the right to grant an Associate of Arts degree.
In addition to this degree in the Liberal Arts, it pioneered a two year
nursing course as an A.A.S. program. In 1967, it was granted the
right to offer a four year degree in Elementary Education. It has
just begun a:new medical technology program. Felician College re-
ceived accreditation from its regional accrediting body in 1972, and
high commendation and relicensure from the State Board of Higher
Education in 1973.

5) Longview College in Enfield, Connecticut, started as Our Lady
of the Angels Teacher Training Institute in 1945. It was expanded
into a Junior College in 1950. The College received recognition by
the State Commission for Higher Education in 1966. In 1970, the
name of the school was changed to Longview College, after the name

of the-estate -on which -the Provincial -Motherhouse was located, and =

it was opened to the surrounding community as a coeducational Jun-
ior College. At the same time, its offerings were expanded. After
two years, in 1972, because of rising costs and declining student
population, the College was closed.?®

The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth conduct two institu-
tions of higher education—a Liberal Arts College with several career
programs and a Teacher Training College. The Liberal Arts College
is the Holy Family College in Philadelphia. Chartered as a four year
College in 1954, it opened with 17 full time and 70 part time students,
and 14 faculty. At its first commencement it graduated 13 students.
Its medical technology program was accredited il 1958, and the Col-
lege itself received approval from the regional accrediting body in
1961. In 1962, Holy Family College received approval for its Secon-
dary Education program. This approval was renewed during the
1967-68 academic year, and initial approval was granted to its Ele-
mentary Education programs. These programs and the College it-
self have continued to receive and hold the necessary accreditations.
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In the meantime, the College added new programs in nursing and
child care. The College charter was amended in 1970, to permit the
awarding of the Baccalaureate degree to male graduates. The Col-
lege offers courses at elementary and advanced levels in the Polish
language. It appears that only a relatively small minority of the pres-
ent students are Polish Americans.??

The Sisters of the Holy Family of “Nazareth also conduct De
Lourdes College. Primarily a Teacher’s College, it offers only one
degree—Bachelor of Science in education. It was originally chartered
in 1927, but according to its official history, “it was not until 1951
that the educational program was activated.” In that year it began
operating as a two year Teachers College and became an affiliate of
the Catholic University of America. It received approval of the ap-
propriate state agencies in 1960, and began offering a four year pro-
gram with the 1960-61 academic year. .Until 1965, the College enroll-
ment was limited to Women Religious. In the fall of that year, De
Lourdes admitted its first lay women students. It remains a College
for women. In the 1970’s, De Lourdes College expanded its Con-
tinuing Education program and its part time enrollment to take care
of the needs of older women returning to college. The school offers
no courses in Polish language, culture, or literature.*

There is one other Polish American religious community the.
Bernadine Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis, which is conduct-
ing an institution of Higher Learning. This institution is Alvernia

-College in- Reading;-Pennsylvania. - The-school,-which grew out of

education and Sister formation programs of the Bernadine Sisters,
was established in 1958. It received its charter as a coeducational
Liberal Arts College, and was authorized to grant Baccalaureate de-
grees by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 1960. In 1967, Al-
vernia College was fully accredited by the Middle States Association
of Colleges and Secondary Schools, and the accreditation was reaf-
firmed in 1975. In 1978, the College established two unique cooperative
programs: with the Institute of Law and Justice leading to a BA in
Criminal Justice Administration, and with the American Institute
of Banking leading to a BA in Banking and Finance. It also offers
a variety of other career programs including Education and Medical
Technology in addition to the basic Liberal Arts Degree. The Col-
lege has no courses in Polish language, culture, or history. The Col-
lege enrolls well over 500 students, and expects the enrollment to con-
tinue to grow, especially in its new career programs.#2

In addition to the above institutions, three others should be men-
tioned at least in passing. These are: the Junior College of St
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Joseph, Immaculata College, and the Mother Celine Junior College.
The first two were conducted by the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Third
Order of St. Francis. The Junior College of St. Joseph was established
at Stevens Point, Wisconsin. Dedicated to teacher preparation and
Sister formation, it was affiliated with St. Norbert’s College in DePere,
Wisconsin. St. Joseph College was in existence between 1945 and
1955. It had no lay students. Immaculata College was established as
a two year college in Chicago, Illinois, and affiliated with the Catho-
lic University of America. Its purpose was to “synchronize the Canoni-
cal formation of the new members of the Congregation with a com-
plementary two-year liberal education.” In 1959, it was licensed by
the State of Illinois Office of Education. In 1963, the College moved
to the new Provincial Motherhouse in Bartlett, Illinois, and its mis-
sion was expanded to include education of Sisters and Aspirants from
all of the Order’s provinces. In September of that year it had 125 stu-
dents. Just as it had completed the process of accreditation by its re-
gional accrediting board in 1968, the Legislative Body of the Congre-
gation decided to close the school. Immaculata College terminated
its activities at the end of the 1968-1969 academic year. The Mother

Celine Junior College in Harrelson, New -York, was conducted for -

similar purposes by the Sisters of the Resurrection between 1945 and
1971. It offered the first two years of a general Liberal Arts educa-
tion. The final two were generally taken at Fordham University, with
which the school was affiliated.*3

Before closing any discussion of the institutions established by the

Polish American Sisterhoods, it should be noted that the Sisters of
the Holy Family of Nazareth, the Sisters of the Resurrection, the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph, and the Little Servants of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, maintained Houses of Study associated with one or another
Catholic University, and that the Sisters of the Resurrection, Sisters
of the Holy Family, the Sisters of St. Felix, and the Sisters of St.
Joseph, conduct or conducted schools of nursing or practical nursing
associated with hospitals, rather than colleges. Finally, the Sisters of
the Holy Family, in the course of their history in the United States,
maintained a number of business and commercial schools.*

The one Polish American College founded by a secular group is
Alliance College, established at Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania, by
the Polish National Alliance. Desiring to preserve the Polish Heritage
in the young (or indeed to acquaint them with it) and at the same
time to open ‘“the road to higher status in American life through
higher education for Polish Americans” the PNA created Alliance
Academy (dAkademia Zwigzkowa) in 1912. Inidally a high quality
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prep school, it was upgraded after World War I into a Junior Col-
lege, and assumed the name Alliance College in 1928. After World
War II (1948), it became.a four year school. The first four year
Baccalaureate degrees were conferred in’ 1952.45

Alliance Academy began under auspicious circumstances when the
opening ceremonies were marked by an address by President William
‘Howard Taft which dwelt on the importance of preserving one's
heritage. The first graduation, in 1916, was attended by Ignacy
Paderewski. Given the attention of such celebrities, it is not sur-
prising that its founders in the early days actually spoke of creating
a“Polish Harvard.” However, very soon the grim reality of too little
money, too few students (one-third of the students left at the end
of the first year), and not enough qualified teachers, reduced the scale
of the grand conception born in the initial enthusiasm.*8

In spite of its slow growth, the College did become one of the more
important centers of Polish studies in the United States. Even its
commitment to Polish studies, however, could not safeguard it en-
tirely from the impact of the pressure for assimilation, which reached

1ts apex in the mid sixties. One prominent Polish American leader.

in a major address in the late sixties, saw it in the process of becoming
just another Midwestern Liberal Arts College, with a student body
that was slightly more than half Polish. Like so many church related
colleges which at the very time were loosening sectarian ties, Alliance

~ College, in spite of some- courses in Polish—language and literature; -

buildings named after famous Poles, a “Junior Year in Poland"” pro-
gram, and a Polish Folk dance group, was a College in danger of
losing its spirit and its commitment to its original mission.*” The
Ethnic revival of the seventies gave the College a revived sense of
purpose, and expanded a new area of study—namely the Polish
American experience. At the same time, however, the decline in en-
rollment, and financial pinch which affected many small private
Liberal Arts colleges, also struck Alliance Colleges. Its enrollment
declined precipitously, from slightly less than 600 students in the
1970-71 academic year to less than 300 students in the 1975-76 aca-
demic year. Interestingly enough, a significant part of the decline
appears to have come from students of non-Polish background. Re-
cent figures, allegedly showing a 50 percent increase in the size of
the freshman class for the 1976-77 academic year, would indicate a
reversal. However, it is too early to predict a bright future for the
College on the basis of one year's statistics.®

During the course of its history, Alliance College numbered among
its faculty and officers a number of prominent Polish and Polish-
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American scholars. In addition, the distinguished Slavicist, Dr. Arthur
Coleman, taught at the College and administered it as its President.
The present President is Dr. Herman Szymanski.

It would be inappropriate to end a listing of institutions of Higher
Learning in the United States organized by Polish Americans without
‘some reference to the Polish People’s Universities (Polskie Uniwersy-
tety Ludowe). Founded by Polish Socialists before and during World
War I, in cities such as New York, Chicago, Detroit, and Philadel-
phia, these “Universities” became an important source of enlighten-
ment for many immigrants. The “Universities” organized individual
lectures and short courses on a variety of topics, from current events
and contemporary economic questions to problems of philosophy,
world history, and literature. The lectures drew three to four hun-
drew persons for popular topics. Most important. figures associated
with Left wing and progressive Polish American politics and tenden-
cies, took part in the lectures, courses and discussions. These included
persons such as the well-known scholar and clergyman, Rev. Dr. Pawet
Fox; Stanistaw Nowak, politician and editor of Detroit's G{os Ludowy;
the famous economist and University of Chicago professor, Dr. Oskar
Lange; and the editor of the Chicago based Dziennik Ludowy, Mi-
chat Sokotowski. Although all but one of the Polish People’s Univer-
sities have disappeared, the memory of the high cultural and intellec-
tual level of the presentations is still remembered in most Polish

communities, even- by those who disagreed with the politics of the

speakers and sponsors. The only “University” still remaining is in
Philadelphia. It is supported to a significant degree by Mrs. Sabina
Sieradzki, whose late husband Stefan, an ardent patriot and political
exile from Tsarist oppression, was one of its founders.*®

In summary, the history of the attempt by Polish Americans to or-
ganize higher education can be broken down into three main periods.
The first, from the 1880’s to the eve of World War I, saw the devel-
opment of a series of institutions which often straddled the present
pedagogical boundary between “higher education” and “secondary
education.” These Seminaries, Colleges, and Academies, included in-
stitutions for both men and women, but those for men predominated,
and were with only one exception conducted by Catholic Clergy. Al-
though they educated a significant number of the laity, and prepared
them for community leadership and the professions, the primary task
of the Polish American schools was to turn out priests. Several of the
institutions failed primarily because of a lack of support and a short-
age of resources.

The second period, which corresponds roughly to the penod be-
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tween the two World Wars, was a time when Polish American insti-
tutions were brought into line with the now established American
pattern of education. Some of the Colleges and Academies became
High Schools; others emerged out of Seminaries as distinct collegiate
 institutions; and a third group were upgraded into Junior Colleges.
As a result of this process of sortition and consolidation, the number
of “collegiate” institutions actually shrank for a time. Very few new
institutions of Higher Learning were begun, and those that were,
were initiated by Catholic religious Orders exclusively for the training
of their aspirants.

The third period in the history of institutions of Higher Learning
founded by Polish Americans began after 1945, and was part of the
tremendous growth of collegiate education in the United States after
World War II. At the beginning of this period, Alliance College, the
only secular Polish American College, became a four year institution.
The real growth came with the expansion of the Novitiate and teach-
er training programs of the Polish American Sisterhoods into two
year and four year Liberal Arts Colleges, with a heavy emphasis on
the preparation of teachers. These colleges soon opened their doors
to lay women, and a number have become coeducational in the last
decade. 3

In spite of curricula based on the principle of a broad liberal edu-
cation, Polish American institutions of Higher Learning had-a clear
emphasis on professional or vocational career preparation from the
very beginning. In addition to educating priests and teachers (mostly
religious), they sent an unusually high proportion of their lay grad-
uates to professional schools for training as lawyers, doctors, and den-
tists.’® The Colleges and Academies also offered courses of study in
office skills and commercial subjects, and sometimes even instruc-
tion in basic engineering, mechanics, and other skilled occupations.
It was this combination of courses, designed to try to meet all of the
educational needs of the community, which gave the Polish Ameri-
can Akademia or Kolegium its uniqueness. In the nineteen sixties,
aside from the general increase in the proportion of the population
going on to college, the rapid growth of the newer institutions of
Higher Learning founded by Polish American religious Orders in
keeping with this pattern, was fueled by the phenomenal need for
teachers and nurses.

Many of these institutions have begun to move away from the Po-
lish American community for a complex set of political, relig‘iol'lf'»
demographic, and social reasons, whose particular configuration variés
from institution to institution.®® They continue, however, to serveé
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in addition to their traditional Polish American constituency, a stu-
dent population drawn disproportionately from working and lower
middle class homes—often other Eastern and Southern European eth-
nics and blacks—who are among the first in their families to receive
higher education. The needs and interests of most of these students,
as well as those of most Polish Americans in the past and present whe
have moved on to higher education, are explicitly vocational. “Thus
those colleges which appear to be the most successful in retaining
students and even in increasing enrollments dramatically in the wake
of the virtual collapse of the once booming market for teachers and
in the face of the decline of enrollments in many other private and
public schools in the nineteen seventies, are those institutions which
have developed extensive vocational and career programs to supple-
ment their Liberal Arts curriculum.

It might be argued by some that a number of these Colleges and
Junior Colleges should not be called “Polish-American” because they
no longer (nor did they ever, in a few cases) serve a largely Polish
American clientele, and because several of them now do not even
offer a course in Polish language or culture. I have chosen to discuss
them here because they were created by Polish American Orders,
sometimes out of earlier schools which had a very definite Polish
cast, and had been created to serve Polonia. Perhaps more import-
tantly, the enormous capital resources, the sacrifices, the intelligence,
the driving spirit and millions of hours of hard unpaid or underpaid

labor which made these schools-possible,.came from Polonia in general,

and from individual Polish Americans. The schools are still ad-
ministered and staffed by the sons and daughters of Polish immigrants.
Whatever their present disposition or future fate, these colleges
represent an enormous and important gift from Polish immigrants
and their children to the United States.

* * 3

In reviewing the attempts by Polish immigrants to organize higher
education in the United States, it would beg the question to ask
whether those attempts should be considered a success or failure.
However, reflection on that experience against the background of
the history of Poles in America can perhaps yield some insights into
Polish American History.

At the time when Poles began to establish their first institutions
of higher education, very few Americans went to college. At the
Centennial Anniversary of the United States, Harvard and Yale had
about 700 students each, while the Universities of Michigan and Min-
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nesota numbered less than 500 students each. In the next century,
however, the enrollments in institutions of Higher Learning jumped
from tens of thousands to over nine million, and the proportion of
those "attending colleges and universities rose from less than 2 out
of 100 in 1890, to 1 in 3 at present. In the course of that century
which saw the industrialization of America, the newly arrived Polish
immigrants and their children were not even in the competition in
the race for knowledge, professional status, and success through higher
education. The Colleges and Seminaries the Poles founded, which
would have been institutions of respectable size only decades before,
were dwarfed by American schools. Yet as small as they were, many
had difficulty in getting support from the community they served.5?

It is axiomatic among historians of the immigrant experience that
the popular history of any ethnic group is as likely as not to contain
an almost religious belief that the group came with a deep commit-
ment to education. To believe less, given the central role of educa-
tion in the American dream, would be to question the group’s fitness
to be regarded as good Americans. This belief is reverently held by
many Polish Americans, among others, about their history. Yet n
the case of Polish American past, there appears to be little substantial
evidence to support such a belief, and much to contradict it.

To some, the assertion that the majority of our grandfathers were
not peasant devotees of the ideas of the Enlightenment, or Slavic
Andrew Carnegies, may bring dismay, especially given the social ..?‘Eé
psychological necessity of such a belief for the descendants of the
immigrants. However, to accept the fact is to clear the way for a
deeper understanding of the fascinating and at times tragic history of
a complex people on whom the past weighed more heavily than it
did on most of the other immigrant groups.’

Professor Antoni Karbowiak, writing during the first decade of
this century, noted that the number of Poles attending Colleges and
Universities and higher technical institutions in the United States
other than those founded by Polish Americans, was about one hun-
dred or less. Given the very few Poles attending High Schools at the
time, he saw little prospect of improving that figure in the immediate
future. Buffalo with 60,000 Poles had about five Polish students in
its High Schools, in New York City there were about ten, and Chi-
cago with the largest concentration of Poles in the United States
showed only ‘about 100 Polish High School students.>* Thirty years
later the situation in higher education had not improved all that
markedly. In 1935, Dr. Paul Fox could only find 35 Polish American
students enrolled at Northwestern University, just beyond Chicago’s
northern boundary.3






