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Social, occupational and geographic mobility and their relationships
to each other have fascinated historians of American social and urban history
for the last two decades.l A low level of residential persistence, for example,
has been linked to the slow development of class conciousness among American
workers and an increase in the stratification of urban society. Mobility
studies have painted a picture of a restless nation of movers and migrants.
Michael Katz and his colleagues have remarked that '"mass (migratory) transiency
remains the most striking and consistent finding to emerge from quantitative
studies of Victorian North America".3 In more recent years scholars have
begun to call into question the extent and pervasiveness of the movement and
have projected a picture of a relatively more stahle urban world.4

One of the most serious difficulties that has faced historians of mobility
is that they have been able to analyze the life stories of only a small and
restricted group of people i.e. those who have stayed behind. Charles
Stephenson one of the leading practitioners of quantitative social history has
written that '"tracing people who move outside of an area of geographic research
has presented one of the greatest obstacles to studies of social and geographic
mobility."5 Recently historians have made some ingenious attempts to solve
the problem by new approaches to national and state census records and by use
of other kinds of public records.6 No historian has yet attempted to use
private, organizational or corporate records.

Although I have not been engaged in research on mobility, the issue has
concerned me of late as a result of a new study I have begun on Slavic
immigrants and their children in Detroit between the wars. Preliminary
surveys of a Slovak parish and Polish parish indicates that 60%-707% of the

families have at least one ancestor who migrated from the coal fields of

P emsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia or the copper or iron ranges of Michigan's



upper pennisula. As Olivier Zunz has pointed out the booming auto industry and
its subsidiaries transformed the city of Detroit and changed dramatically the
nature of the ethnic communities of the city.7 The new immigrants who came
to Detroit had been resident in the United States for some time or were the
children of immigrants. Some came as sojourners and others as settlers, but
they all has an American and ethnic experience which they brought with them
that not only marked their response to Detroit but also affected the communities
they developed.8 For these new settlers and their descendants the "old
country'" was Pennsylvania as well as Poland or Slovakia. It is, for example,
difficult to understand the drive for unionization of the auto industry in the
1930's without a comprehension of the key role played by ex—miners in the
9

auto factories.

Thus a study of this secondary migration which brought tens of thousands
of Slavs to Detroit is a key aspect of any larger work on the ethnic communities
of the city in this century. Yet in spite of its importance almost no work
has been done on this aspect of ethnic history. One of the problems is data.

to discover
It is often far easier/where these newcomers came from in Europe than where
they lived previously in the United States. In my search for a solution to
this dilemma that I have turned to the use of the records of fraternal insurance
companies to reconstruct the migrations of their members.
I am

In this paper/using the death and injury claims of the National Slovak
Society housed at the Immigration History Research Center. It was known in
English during the period under study as the National Slavonic Society and will
so be refered to henceforth. I have chosen to look at the period 1895-1905, i.e.
before the great migration to Detroit and other auto and steel centers that deve-
loped at the end of the first decade of the twentieth century. This paper then
will examine the patterns of persistence and secondary migration before they
changed in response to the rapid and dramatic growth of the auto industry.

I hope to look at that new migration to determine who came and from where in
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subsequent work.

The National Slavonic Society was founded in 1890 in Pittsburgh by Mr.
Peter V. Rovianek. It was open to all without regard to religion ‘or
place of origin. As a result it enrolled members from all segments of the
Slovak Community including Catholics, Calvinists, Lutherans, as well as the
unchurched. 1Its liberal enrollment policy, as will be noted below, may also
have led to the enrollment of a considerable number of non-Slovak members.
Initially, the society incorporated a number of already existing independent
local benefit societies such as the Coopers Benevolent Society of Bayonne, N.J.
(Assembly #16) but soon began creating its own lodges. By 1905, it included
over 400 assemblies in all parts of the country. In 1909 it enrolled almost
30,000 members. Its extant injury and death claim records begin with late
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1895 and are now preserved on 199 roles of microfilm.

The claims records contain documentation on the history of the association
of the deceased or injured member with the society. They usually include a
listing of the various assemblies or lodges of which the person was a member,
the dates of membership, marriage dates, often accompanied by a certificate, the
place and date of birth, occupation, place and cause of death and sometimes
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a death certificate. Also found in the files is information on funeral
expenses, place of burial and correspondence, sometimes over decades, dealing

with the settling of the claim.

Not all the files, of course, are so complete as to have all the information
noted above. This is especially true for the earliest period 1895-1900. After
1900, the Fraternal began to standardize Procedures and forms and there began to be

g
above uniformity in what was reported and/the documents that were preserved.
Even then, of course, there wereoccasional gaps because the lodge secretaries
who were responsible for sending in the material were not professional
insurance agents and were not well versed on procedures. As a result they

did not fill out all of the forms or see that the attending physician or
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priest completed their forms or they omitted documents or vital information
because of inexperience or because the data was not easily obtained.12

Despite occasional lacunae the rich documentation contained in the
claims files provide a valuable source for plotting patterns of secondary
migration and persistence, occupational mobility and are a very useful
supplement to studies of chain migration. 1In the case of the latter, for
example, the files show that all of the eleven lodge members who were killed
in a gas explosion in a coal mine in Fernie, British Columbia were recent
immigrants, some coming only months before the tragedy. In some of the files
are claims for payment of money advanced for the transportation over by
friends or relatives in Fernie. In the case of John G., one of the dead
miners, we have a detailed letter from a friend describing the amount of
money sent to him in Europe for the trip ($75) and the amount of money
advanced for living expenses to the deceased after his arrival ($25). The
records also sometimes list the name of the employer of the deceased or injured
party and the progression across the country can be traced as stops at coal
mines owned by the same company. In other cases, the wills and claims include
the names and locations of family, heirs and debtors and often give an
excellent picture of the networks immigrants were part of and which they
themselves developed. One young steel worker in Youngstown who had been in
the United States a little over three years noted in his will that he was
owed money by friends and relatives living in Youngstown, Cleveland and
Homestead as well as in two villages in Slovakia.13

The files also provide insights into other aspects of the social and
economic history of immigration such as the costs and norms for funerals
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(average $75-125), name changes (Juraj Sidorjak to George Kelly, Maria
Pefar to Mary Baker),15 intermarriage patterns (mostly other Slavs but also
an occasional Italian woman),6 causes of m.ortality,17 conduct of an immigrant
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business :and the unusual individual stories that give history its powerful
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appeal.

In preparing the title of the paper I have refered to Slavs rather than
to Slovaks because one of the suprising findings of my survey of the records
is the amouunt of non-Slovaks who were members. Their presence signals some
important questions for students of immigrant adaptation to the United States,
of immigrant institutions and of the history of immigrant workers in America
during this period.

While it isaprecarious exercise to assign people to one or another Slavic
group solely on the basis of names especially given the vagaries of spelling
by English speaking officials,and employers and poor educated immigrants, as
Ewa Morawska has recently pointed out.19 Nevertheless by combining a study
of surnames and given names, especially as rendered by the individual himself
with birth places and other clues such as membership in national parishes it
is possible to make an estimate of the non-Slovaks in the society. On the
basis of the analysis of several sample periods, I estimate that about 307
of the membership were not Slovaks. A majority or close to a majority
of the non-Slovaks were Czechs. The remainder were Poles, Rusyns, Croatians,
Magyars, and Germans with the Poles being the largest identifiable group.
These included not only Galician Poles but a surprising number from Russian
Poland. Most of the Germans were born in the Kingdom of Bohemia. It is also
interesting to note that lodges in some heavily Polish areas bore names such
as John Sobieski Assembly (#25 Greenpoint, Brooklyn, NY).20

The table attached looks at the pattern of 290 moves made by members of
the National Slovak Society. In most of the cases the beginning date is the
date of the first enrollment in an Assembly of the Society. Joining a lodge
is an act that implies,at minimum, an indication to stay for at least awhile and

to join the community of one's fellows at that location. It implies that at

least temporarily the person has chosen to give up a transient status.



Although the lodges issued traveling cards to introduce members who wished to
go and explore prospects in other areas to members of lodges in those areas,.
these were usually issued for only six months. After six months the members
were urged to join a new lodge in the area to which they had moved although
some retained membership in the original lodge. Their travels were documented
by letters from the lodge in which they were visitors as well as by records

21
kept by some of the home lodges.

It should be noted that the data presents the patterns of movement and
persistence and cannot be taken to address the question of the frequency of
movement and the percentage of persistors. The reason is that the data by
its very nature overstates persistence. Many who joined did not become
mem bers until they were permanently settled. Marriage records in some cases
indicate that the insurance was not taken out until several years after the
wedding. Secondly, large numbers of immigrants did not take out insurance
and it is possible to speculate that this group may have included some of the
most mobile elements of the population. Thirdly, the ferocious accident rate
in mining and steel making and the poor health conditions under which many
labored as well as a lack of medical care created a high mortality among the
subscribers. According to a sample of several months in 1902 and 1903,
twelve percent of those who died or were killed had taken out insurance less
than a year before their deaths. Their work careers were too short to permit
any migration.

Each move is recorded as an individual ome even for those who moved several
times. The vast majority of those whose migrations are recorded made only
one move between the time they took out insurance and their deaths or
injuries. The peregrinations of those who moved more than once are reassembled
and recorded below. The table also notes the cases in which a person
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returned to the original starting point. The migrations are broken down
into three catagories: 1) those within the county, 2) those within the region,
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3) those outside the region.23 Although I have not numbered them among migrants
I have noted those cases in which a person changed lodges within the same

city or town. Almost all of these moves were made, as might be expected,
within the large cities.24

I have divided the country into 37 regions or cities to help elucidate
the data. These regions were drawn on the basis of geography, dominant
occupation and circulation of migrants and communication patterns within them.
Most of the regions are small and relatively isolated. There are several, however,

are
that/large and significant. The three largest and key areas are:

1. The New York City - Northern New Jersey and Western Connecticut area

stretching from Perth Amboy to Bridgeport.

2. The Anthracite Region of Eastern Pennsylvania

3. The Bituminous Coal Region of Western Pennsylvania

In addition there were five secondary regiéns of importance.

1. The steel towns of the Stuebenville - Pittsburgh - Youngstown triangle

2. The Chicago - Northern Indiana Steel making area

3. Southeastern Ohio Coal Region

4. The Western Indiana - Central Illinois-Southeastern Iowa Coal Belt

5. The Steel and Coke making region of Southeastern Pennsylvania,

north of Philadelphia

The large cities of Cleveland and Philadelphia were considered as separate
regions.

There is a partial geographical overlap between the Western Pennsylvania
Bituminous region and the Eastern part of the Steel Industry Triangle anchored
in Stuebenville, Youngstown and the Pittsburgh - Allegheny City Region. However,
patterns of those in the steel towns and the members who lived in the coal towns
and the coke producing cities of Uniontown and Connellsville were so different

that I believe the separation is justified. All those who migrated from the



Johnstown area were miners rather than steel workers and so despite the
presence of a large steel mill there, the inclusion of the city in the coal
region did not dramatically affect the migration statistics. It should be
noted that the inclusion of the steel workers of Johnstown in the figures for
the Steel Triangle Region would have reduced persistence in that region by
EWO percent.

Several general observations can be made about the patterns of migratioms.
First, there is no strong or definite pattern of movement toward a single
region or city nor is there any general movement toward large manufacturing
areas. Secondly, the general flow of the migration is westward. Third, the
movement seems to be dictated not just by the availability of jobs but the
availability of those specific jobs in which the migrants are employed.

There appears to be a strong tendency for the immigrant to stay with the
occupation in which he first began when he arrived. There seems to be very
little crossover between steel making areas and coal mining areas. The one
major shift that is evident is that 327 of the migrants from the Anthracite
Region and more than 507 of those who left the region went into Bituminous
coal areas. Less than 107 of migrants from Bituminous Regions moved to the
Anthracite Region.

The Anthracite Region also shows the highest percentage of migration
out of the region of all of the major regions. This and the lack of cross-
over from Bituminous areas may reflect the relative unattractiveness of
Anthracite mining. The possibility that, as one of the eastern regions with
some of the oldest settlements, the area may attract more newcomers than any
other who will later move on, should not be discounted as at least a partial

explanation.

It must also be noted however that the New York - New Jersey - Connecticut
area, another receiving area for new immigrants has one of the lowest out-of-—

region migration rate. It also has the lowest in-county migration rate. The



majority of the migrants in that region migrated within the region. The
area also has the highest (6%) rate of people who return to their original
starting location.

The large cities of Philadelphia and Cleveland attracted only scattered in-
migrants and showed very few out migrants. They seemed to remain outside of
intense migratory activity that was going on in the region between them. The
Chicago - Northern Indiana area sent a few numbers to nearby coal mining areas
but most of the out-region activity was between it and the steel making
centers east (Pittsburgh area) and west of it (Pueblo, Colorado).

Isolated geographical and occupational areas such as the Minnesota and
Michigan iron ranges remained relatively isolated from other centers and
possibly because of the difference of conditions and techniques in each, from
each other. They sent out few people and attracted no in migrants from other
areas.

Certain centers such as the Central Illinois region centered on the large
Slovak colony at Streater, Illinois, acted as a gateway to other regions. There
was a one way stream of traffic from Streater to Jackson County, Minnesota
(Assembly #118 at Lakefield, Minnesota) where Slovaks worked as farm help and
established themselves as independent farmers. The migrants went there either
directly or after a brief stop at Minneapolis. Streater also sent migrants
further west to Western Illinois and to Pueblo, Colorado. There was also a
relatively significant traffic among the western coal fields given the small
Slavic population of those areas.

The records show twenty four cases - about 8% of the migrants - in which
the member had moved more than once before before his death. A summary of

these follow:



Date of
Death

Enrollment or Date of
Place Starting Date Move
1) Rockland Lake, NY August 1896

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

3415)

125

Newark, NJ

Philadelphia, PA

Carbondale, Iowa
Rock Springs, WYO
Fairport Harbor, OH
Rock Springs, WYO

Philadelphia, PA

Maltby, PA
Luzerne, PA

Whitney, PA
United, PA

Perth Amboy, NJ

Sand Coulee, CO

Belt, MT

Sand Coulee, CO

Horatio s PA

Beaver Falls, PA

Horatio, PA
Fayette, PA
Horatio, PA

Streater, IL

Minneapolis, MN
Colorado Springs, CO

Streater, IL

Minneapolis, MN

Lakefield, MN

Johnstown, PA
Laurelton, OH
Johnstown, PA
Benwood, W. VA
Johnstown, PA

Plymouth, PA

Wilkes-Barre, PA

Streater, IL
Freeland, PA

New York City, NY
Osceola Mills, PA

Passaic, NJ
Brooklyn, NY

Braddock, PA
Yonkers, NY
Bayonne, NJ

May 1892

September 1894

December 1893

November 1893

May 1890

May 1891

October 1891

March 1894

August 1894

April 1891

January 1897
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November 1898
October 1899

January 1895
June 1895
December 1896

December 1894
October 1899

August 1895
May 1896

December 1895
December 1896

July 1895
June 1896
September 1896
June 1899

May 1895
June 1898

Unknown
November 1898

November 1894
February 1896
June 1898

February 1899

July 1898
January 1899
November 1900

July 1892
Unknown
March 1896

January 1898
September 1899

December 1900

December 1898

December 1901

August 1898

February 1900

August 1901

October 1898

October 1902

July 1899

July 1901

June 1899

October 1901



Enrollment or Date of Date of

Place Starting Date Move Death
13) Mt. Pleasant, PA 1891

Kelly's Island, OH January 1895

Cleveland, OH February 1896 July 1896
14) Byram, CT 1899

Chester, NY Unknown

Newark, NJ February 1901  January 1902
15) Duguesne, PA May 1894

Chicago, IL July 1895

Duguesne, PA November 1897 February 1901
16) Osceola Mills, PA July 1892

Passaic, NJ September 1895

Brooklyn, NY March 1897 September 1899
17) S Ghdcapo = [l January 1892

Diamond, IN August 1893

Clinton, IN January 1899 1901
18) Guttenberg, NJ October 1894

New York City, NY September 1895

Guttenberg, NJ January 1898

New York City, NY Unknown October 1900
19) Rock Springs, WY May 1893

Frontier, WY October 1895

Kemmerer, WY November 1897 June 1900
20) Duquesne, PA May 1893

Chicago, IL October 1895

Pueblo, CO November 1897 August 1900
2i0).  Mt. Olive =SSl 1892

Bonne Terre, MO September 1893

Ben's Creek, PA December 1894

Union, PA July 1895 October 1899
22) Scottsdale, PA 1887

Ben's Creek, PA February 1895

New York City, NY June 1895 March 1901
23) Osceola Mills, PA October 1896

Passaic, NJ June 1897

Geahartsville, PA July 1898 September 1899
24) Philadelphia, PA 1889 (marriage)

Madrid, NM October 1895 (first enrollment)

Streater, IL December 1897

Gallup, NM August 1900 January 1902

sLik



The multiple moves illustrate all of the characteristics of the migration

patterns of the period under study: moves between centers with the same economic
base, the special relationship that developed between certain areas (Osceola
Mills - Passaic - Brooklyn), the return migration and the wide and diffuse
pattern of the movements. They also illustrate the special restlessness that
afflicted a minority of the immigrants that in some cases went beyond just a
search for a better job. The restlessness was perhaps a more intense form of
that metaphysical longing that afflicts all immigrants to some degree - the
desire to find a new home. Case number 24, Vasil H. who moved his family frpm
Philadelphia to Madrid, New Mexico to Streater, Illinois to Gallup, New Mexico
is one of those men. By September, 1901 he was confined to the New Mexico State
Asylum for the Insane diagnosed as '"'incurably insane.'" 1In January 1902 he died
of severe depression and "inanation' leaving a wife and three children. He was
perhaps one of those restless migrants who perhaps never became at home in

America.25
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